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The Valley 


Book One 


Out from Boneville 


Chapter One: The Map 


Y 


..OH, WELL... T GUESS 
YOU CAN WHINE ALL YOU 
WANT, WHEN YER TH’ 
RICHEST GuY IN 
TH’ WHOLE TOWN. 





Out from Boneville 


GASP! OH! tH 
HORRIOLE INSUSTICE 


sm Sit REELING 
wt SHOCK! 











Y 

Peover TH’ MAYOR DECLARED: 
A SCHOOL HOLIPAY JUST SO TH’ 
KIPS COULD COME ANP THROW 


ROCKS ar you: 


SO A COUPLE 
BUSINESS DEALS WENT SOUR. 


is THAT any REASON 
BELOVED E BONE | N 


BONENILLE OUT 


ONA RAILZ/ 












NOW, NOW, IITTLE BUCKAROO. 
DON’T BE SAP! IT’S A BEAUTIFUL pay! 


‘THERE’S NOT A CLOUD IN TH’ SKY/ 


INGRATES! 


On, THEY'LL RUE 1H’ 
THEY CHA 


PHONCIBLE p BONE 





The Map 


TRY THINKIN’ 


BESIDES YOUR TAKE ME FOR 
EXAMPLE! I NEVER 
HAD A PENNY 
IN MY LIFE? 


BUT I’M NOT SAD! I GOT 
NO RESPONSIBILITIES! 1’ 


8 
FREE! FREE AS A BIRD! 


HMMM... 
THAT'S STRANGE... 
THAT MOUNTAIN RANGE 
ISN’T ON ANY OF OUR 
CHARTS-- 












{THAT'S AS BIG AS MAPS 
GET! WE'RE IN UNCHARTED 
TERRITORY! 


DON’T GET ME WRONG, 
FONE BONE -- I’M GRATEFUL 
YOU WERE ABLE TO GET ME 

OUTTA TOWN -- BUT TELL 
ME... WHY PIP YOU HAFTA 
GO AN’ BRING HIM WITH US? 





Out from Boneville 


HERE’S YOUR PROBLEM 
FONE BONE! WE’RE OFF 
THE MAP! GET A BIGGER 
MAP! 






TO BOLPLY GO WHERE NO 
BONE HAS GONE BEFORE! 





HEY, PHONEY/ BAD 
NEWS... WE‘RE OUT 
OF WATER! 


The Map 


THAT'S THe LAST STRAW! 


DON’T GET MAD AT SMILEY BONE! 
THIS MESS ISN’T HIS FAULT! 


THAT’S RIGHT! TH’? TOWN: 
AREN'T MAD 


7 
ware ad WHAT I FOUND! I 


THINE IT’S A MAP! 





Out from Bonevitle 


ALL RIGHT, ALL RIGHT... . HEY.” 

WHAT 1S THIS? THIS LOOKS LIKE F LET ME GO! I’M GONNA 
IT WAS PRAWN BY A FIVE POLL. 
YEAR OLD! THIS THING IS 


WORTHLESS / elthes 


QUICK! HIDE ME! 
Bean 


Seanad h 


PRETTY NEAT, HUH? 





The Map 


ys . a : 
4 


WER 


an DAG 
serene. ENE MACK T 
Mm OUT YOUR TONGUE! \ : wa 
PITT! Poo! yuck! ‘k 
Fee 


aN Wp ; 
Porn 
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Out from Boneville 


<< 


vy 


y 


ia 


or} 


Wat 


X 
es 


ms 


N 


: 
94 


= 








wv 
e 
A At Sass, 
Giese 
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The Map 






PHONEY! SMILEY / 

GO BACK! DON'T 

COME THIS WAY! | 
ITS A CLIFF! 


PHONEY BONE ! 
SMILEY! 





HEY, GUYS/ TM 

DOWN IN THIS 

GULLEY! CAN You 
HEAR MEZ// 


Tigen 





Out from Boneville 


PHONE owt HUH? £ WONDER IF THIS 
REALLY IS A MAP OF THAT 
SAY! THERE’S THAT MAP! MOUNTAIN RANGE, .. MAYBE 
I BETTER HANG ON TO IT? 


T/VE HAG IT! WHAT KIN? OF A 
FROM NOW ON, HE PATSY DOES HE TAKE 
N TI ME FOR?! 


IN 
ANGRY MOBS, AN’ 
FALL OFF CLIFFS 
THOUT 


UP THE WRONG SIDE! 


PHONEY! HELP!/ 
YOU GOTTA SAVE 
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The Map 





ONE? Lge 2 
Ka Te 


V 
WIA, 
SW 
Bll a po om 
ak ia sos im 
= : ieee EN: | 





THE LAST THING 
E WANT TO PO IS 
SPENP? THE NIGHT 
OUT HERE BY 
MYSELF! 





Out from Boneville 


STRAIGHT 
INTO TH’ 
MOUNTAINS! 





«++ OF COURSE, AFTER A PAY 


UKE TODAY, IT’S HARD TO 
IMAGINE THAT ANYTHING 


WORSE COUL? HAPPEN... 
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The Map 


LIGHT THE TORCH... 


1S IT «DL CANNOT TELL... LOOK siNO STAR GL se NOw, IT 1S NOT HE. 

HIM, FOR THE STAR ON ITS CHEST. THIS SNL + VERY WELL. KILL IT. 
1S IT THE i" “g THE ONE... IT WILL BE OUR SUPPER... 
ONE we Ls 


1 NOT ME 
areal 1 TMA, RRE Te Too 


ron red BOY! 


AIEEEEEEEEE! 


THE GREAT 
RED DRAGON! / 





Out from Boneville 





The Map 





PTY 


EMI 
STOMACH’ 











The Map 


E ACTUALLY THOUGHT 
OH, MAN! THIS MAP WOULD TAKE ME 


‘eon Nie ‘ ; TO THIS WATERFALL 


ANP TO TOP IT OFF, I HAVENT 
SEEN ANY MORE CIGAR BUTTS ALL DAY... 
HOW 00 I GET MYSELF INTO THESE THINGS? 


MAP WAS JUST ONE OF SMILEYS PRANKS 
re AND I FELL FOR IT! 
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Out from Boneville 


THAT STUPI? MAP WAS a I MIGHT EVEN 

RIGHT! YESSIREE, BOB! a KISS PHONEY RIGHT 

THERE’S WATER ON TH’ & BEFORE I STRANGLE 
MENU TONIGHT? ‘ "| 















LISTEN 
To HIM! 
LISTEN 
TO HIM! 





AND LooK! 


ONE OF SMILEY’S: 
CIGAR STUBS! 





HEY! WATCH Ir! 


YOU ALMOST 
STEPPED ON ME! 








HEY, HOLP ON Z BION’T 
MEAN ANY HARM! 
BESIDES, WHAT COULD 
YOUR BIG BROTHER 









A LEAF?! 
THAT’S A 
INSULT? 
WHERE’S 
MY Bio 
BROTHER? 


00 TO ME? 

















t--TJusT sf WHAT ARE YOU? A TROUBLE- 


{| MAKER? WE DON’T NEED YOUR 
KINO? IN OUR VALLEY! 







PION’T MEAN NO 
HARM, Bia 
BROTHER! YOU 
DON’T HAS TO 

HIT HIM IF 
YOU DON’T 
WANTS 










WELL, OKAY, TEP, IF I’M NOT TRYIN’ TO CAUSE BONENILLE?, 
YOU SAY SO.... TROUBLE! I7M LOOKING NEVER HEAR? 
FOR MY COUSINS! OF IT... 
WE GOT SEPARATED, AN’ 4 
NOW I’M LOST! YOU 
WOULPN’T KNOW HOW TO 
GET TO BONEVILLE FROM 
HERE, WOULD YA? 
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Out from Boneville 


BUT YOU BETTER FIND IT-- FAST? IT's 
SO I SUGGEST YOU MAKE YOUR 
AUTUMN NOW, AN’ WINTER STRIKES QUICK |, VISIT HERE A SHORT ONE, OR YOU'LL 


4 
NOBODY CANGer NUE BE STUCK FOR TH’ WINTER. AN’ £ 


THOSE MOUNTAINS ... DON’T THINK YOU WANNA PO THAT! 


@OOP, TLL LET 
YA GO FOR NOW, 


BUT DON’T FERGET! 


NO DAWDLIN’! 


s 
i 


WELL... 

DON’T WORRY! Now WE 
“BOUT HIM... HES} GOTTA 
ACTUAL A REAL / FIGGER 


YA ws 
I'L TAKE YA TO SEE 
THORN: C’MON! WHAT’S. 
YER NAME, MISTER? 


AL Mote BONE! GEO THER 
6 WAS RIGHT ABOUT WINTER! SHE HITS 
somes aa FAST! /N’ IF YOU WANTS TA GIT HOME, 
HE’S NOT ANOTHER THORN KNOWS JES’ YOU GOTTA DO IT BEFORE SHE SNOWS? 
BIG Bua, IS HE? ABOUT EVER’THIN’ P 
IN TH’ WHOLE DON’T WORRY! 
I’M JUST GONNA 
FIN? MY COUSINS, 
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The Map 


SS Teeny 
que 


COMRADE! we Are Asourt to FEAST! HELLO, SMALL MAMMAL... COULD 
Quici! GET YouR FAT CARCASS YOu STEP IN HERE FOR A MOMENT 7 
SEHIND THIS BUSH ANP GET READY ! T'VE GOT SOMETHING To SHOW YOU... 


NO! NO! Quick, COMRADE! START 


PLEASE ! “THE COOKING FIRE ! 
STEP IN HERE -- 
OUT HERE, YOUR FRIEND THE 
WHERE L/VE GOT ORAGON ISN'T 
RUNNIN’ SPACE? AROUND, 1S HE 7 
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Out from Boneville 


ROCA NEAN 
NO 


au 





ANG THAT'S 
ANOTHER THING!) 
I'M TIRED OF 
STEW! LT WANT 

TO PUT HIM IN 
A CRUST AND 
BAKE A LIGHT 
FLuery Quiche! 


We 


COMRADE. BE REASONABLE! 
ZL WASN'T THINKING --~ 
L WAS TRYING To CATCH 


OUR DINNER --~ 
THIS ISN'T THE TIME --*': 


fo 








s > 


QUICHE 7! war 


KIND OF FOOD 1S THAT FoR 





WHY DIDN'T WHY SHOULD 
You STOP ME? 1? YOU'RE 


A MONSTER TO EDT 7!....., 50 SMART! 


LISTEN, Po You THINK You 
COULD COME BACK IN HALE 
AN HOUR ? WE'LL HAVE THIS 
STRAIGHTENED Out BY THEN! 
Ley r 





36 


The Map 


T HEAR 


WATER // 


WHAT AM I GONNA BO? 
WHAT IF I CAN‘? FIND MY 
q 
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Out from Boneville 


(\ 
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Chapter Two: Thorn 


N 


Sow 


Yix\ at GO 


—enceare wa.erfs TANRNBN VARNSATDS TU AO | 


8 
: 
6 
v 


STICK, AND I’LL HAVE 
’ 


OH, BONE! MISTER | 
BONE / 
e0-Hoo/ Z 
too" 
i [ jl te 


al 
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Out from Boneville 


THESE CANT BE wet IT’S ALMOST 
SPRING! THEY SHOOT UP 
FAST THIS TIME OF YEAR! 


HELLO, MIZ. “POSSUM! 
I HAVEN’T SEEN YOU 
IN A COUPLE OF MONTHS! 













WOW! THANKS! 
I DON’T KNOW 4 
HOW I WOULO/VE 


HOw YOU GuyS 
DOIN’? 






NOPE, DON’T KNOW MUCH ABOUT 
WHAT BUGS 0 IN TH’ WINTER, 
BUT I HAVEN’T SEEN WING NOR 
ANTENNAE OF TED SINCE TH’ 
SNOW HIT... 


THOSE COUSINS OF 
YOURS? 


HAVE YOU SEEN TED 
SINCE I TALKE? TO 





Thorn 


ITLL JUST BE 


WE GO! COZY AS AN 





Out from Boneville 


WHAT ARE YOU TRYING TO 9O2// 
KILL EACH OTHER? C’MON, LET’S SIT 
BY THE FIREPLACE, AN’ I’/LL TELL 
YOU A STORY! 





RRRRRRRRR 





Out from Boneville 


e, yS 7 
CATCH US IF 
YOU CAN! 
Sy =a 
wy 





y 


7 N 
HIDING INH’ RRRRE-R-R 

b BUSHES ARE you 7// 
WELL, MR. BEAR 5 GETTING 


HUNGRY, 





h 
' 


use 


— 
wi reuss, > you pon’t SAY / oo Z 
LONG TIME NO WELL, NIGE TALKIN’ WITH YA! i fae 
‘SEE! THANKS FOR WATCHIN’ TH’ / 
y 5 y tc KIPS! GOTTA GO! 77 y 
y) IK A Z; ( 
is ci 
) OK 
~ 
2 © 
= M ? 


HOME! T° 


QUICK! you Kies aun 
“LL SLOW ’EM 
DOWN! 


0000oH ! 
MY ANKLE! } | 





Out from Boneville 





Thorn 


B25 STUPID, STUPID 
THOSE ,, 
~~ IOs y)2 RAT CREATURES// 
bi Jy PRETTY STUPII 7 
: FOLLOW ME ON 
BRANCH, i 
2 





Out from Boneville 


ch 
2 ee BON L4G tA 





Lip 


ee SS a 
SSS a 





Out from Boneville 


© YOU KNOW WHAT \/ Hey TRIED TO 
THEY TRIED TO PO? <4 grit Ne eg 
Bias ‘ pS 
ont; Ow! OPP oTEH! aX BABYSITTING! 
ow! dS 


WHY DIPN’T YOU 
METHING?/ 





Thorn 


UH, WELL ...IT 
WAS NICE MEETING 
YOU, BUT I BETTER 
GO FIND TH’ KIDS! 


GO STRAIGHT DOWN THE 
DON’T WORRY HILL. IT’S A SHORTCUT TO 
ABOUT THE KIDS. MIZ ‘POSSUM’S HOUSE. 


THEY’RE SAFE, 





Out from Boneville 







I’M OKAY... T HAP 
A UTTLE RUN-IN WITH 
A DRAGON, BUT THE 
IMPORTANT THING IS 
THAT WERE ALL SAFE! 






BONE! THERE YOU 


BE} WE CAME AS 
FAST AS WE COULD! 
ARE YOU ALL RIGHT? 












IT’S NOT ENOUGH THAT 
HE CHASED OFF THOSE 
BULLIES. .. NOW HE’S 
TURNED? IT INTO A 
YARN WITH A 
DRAGON IN iT! 


WHAT HAPPENED, ) WHAT HAPPENED THAT’S ENOUGH QUESTIONS 
TO YOUR HAT? FOR NOW, UNCLE BONE MUST 
BE VERY TIRED. LET'S ALL GO 
HOME WHERE IT’S WARM AND 
SAFE, AND THEN BONE CAN 
TELL US ALL ABOUT HIS 


MAYBE HE’D 
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Thorn 


VY OH, YES! BY ALL MEANS! THERE’S 
A NICE, HOT SPRING JUST BACK OVER 
TH’ HILL! WHY PON’T YOU STOP 
THERE TO FRESHEN UP! C/MON 
ALONG BOYS! SAY THANK YOU 
TO UNCLE BONE! 


AN’ HOW COME THAT 
q RAGON KNEW I WAS 
BABYSITTING TH’ POSSUM 
KIDS? WHAT’S HE DOIN’? 
Nacedad 


53 


THIS PLACE iS TOO 
WEIRD?! THE FIRST SIGN OF 
SPRING T SEE...POW! 4 
I’M TAKIN’ OFF RIGHT 
THROUGH THOSE 
MOUNTAINS! WITH OR 
WITHOUT MY COUSINS’ 


ft 





Out from Boneville 








| 


Out from Boneville 





YOu'RE THOR. 
PO YOU KNOW A LITTLE 
UG NAMED TED 7/ 





WHY, YES/ I KNOW 2 / 

TED! HE'S A VERY T/VE BEEN LOOKIN’ 
GOOD FRIEND OF MINE! FOR YOU ALL 
WINTER! 


GREAT! vou ) 


CAN HELP ME AN? MY 
COUSINS GET BACK 
TO BONEVILLE? 


COUSINS? YOU 
MEAN THERE’S 
MORE OF YOU? 


INCE 
BY THAT SWARM OF 
Locusts’ 
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Out from Boneville 


YOU SHOULD'VE THE PRAGON! NO. 
ASKED WHO? re ! NEVER MIND! 
d Fe] £ DON’T CARE! 


iy DRAGONS PO YOU? 


7 0 ; y / 
BONEMILLE, SAL NEVER WELL, CMON! 


EVEN HAVE TO THINK ABOUT THERE'S NO 
PRN DEY AGAIN! TIME To LOSE?! 
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I’M SURE WE CAN IT’S NOT JUST 
GET YOU THROUGH THE THAT! EVEN IF I 
OH... 2 9ON'T MOUNTAINS AS SOON <\COULP GET THROUGH 
BELONG IN THIS AS THE SNOW MELTS! ) THE MOUNTAINS, 1/0 
FOREST. NEVER FIND MY WAY 
MY HOME’S ON pees ACROSS TE 
THE OTHER SIDE OF SERT. YOU 
THE MOUNTAINS ... My LAST HOPE. 


P 
WELL, LETS 
TUST CONCENTRATE 
‘ON FINDING YOUR 
COUSINS. YOU'RE BELIEVE IN 
SURE THEY’RE HERE RAT CREATURES. 
IN THE VALLEY? 


NOW LISTEN TO YEAU!s eeay 
ME... THIS IS AW A PRAGON, TOO! 
IMPORTANT! YOU'RE LOOK AT MY HEAP? 
INOT FOOLING AROUND?! WHAT PO YOU ‘THINK 
YOU REALLY SAW THIS IS? A TAN?? 
TWO RAT CREATURES? 
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Out from Boneville 


SOOT OFF YOUR FACE. 
I THINK WE BETTER GET 
OUT OF HERE! 


SCARY! IN FACT, 
THEYRE KINDA DUMB! 





Thorn 


HAVE YOU ANP YOUR 
COUSINS BACK IN 


con 


if 


o eg®: 
pA 
P Fa 


WHAT 
BONE Vi LE ? 


, 


Qn, 
4 
= 
Su 
2 
& 





6t 


Chapter Three: Phoney Bone 


eRune! 
Grune! 


WAKE UP SLEEPYHEAD? YOURE IN G@RAN’MA BENS “+ 
A HOUSE! C’MON! GET UP! ™* 
p : 4 4 R BRE: 
S \ _ 
y | 
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Out from Boneville 





== 
ce 


HERE’S YOUR CAKES! 
ANP HERE’S SOME TEAS 


N 
N 


Sa 
LA 


WHEN I CAME DOWNSTAIRS. 
é: 
wi 


YOU OIPN’T EVEN HEAR ME 





MY! YOU MUST’VE ENJOYED 
YOUR FIRST NIGHT IN A HOUSE 
AFTER SLEEPING IN THE WOODS/ 





Phoney Bone 


A! YOU'RE AWAKE! GOOP! NOW EAT YOUR BREAKFAST! 
WENE GOT ALOT TO 90 TODAY! GRAN’MA BEN IS COMING HOME 
FROM THE VILLAGE, AND I WANT TO CLEAN THE PLACE UP 

IS BEFORE SHE GETS HERE! 


THAT'S RIGHT! SHE GOES INTO 
BARRELHAVEN EVERY SPRING TO 
SHOW OFF HER BEST RACING COWS) | 


CAN BEAT HER IN A 
100-YARP DASH! 


OH, IT’S A BIG EVENT HERE 
ING! PEOPLE BET CHICKENS EATING, WHY DON’T 
iT GET SOME WATER? 





65 


Out from Boneville 


\F YOU FINISH UP THE DISHES, 
LLL GO SPLIT SOME FIREWOOD, 
5 








NS 
“(4 . 
@ 


Y CHOPPIN’ FIREWOOD 
IS A MANLY THING! } ff 
AN’ SINCE 2” 4 





Phoney Bone 















HOW ABOUT IF WE GET 
THE FIREWOO? LATER? 


SO ...00 YOU THINK 
YOUR GRAN’MA WILL <] 
MINP ME STAYIN’ WITH 
YOU GUYS? IT MEAN-- 
T DON’T WANNA CAUSE 
ANY PROBLEMS! 


wu: 

FAVOR! WHEN GRAN’MA BEN 
GETS HERE, TRY NOT TO 
MENTION YOUR FRIEND 
THE PRAGON! 





[ BECAUSE EVERYBODY 


BUT YOU’RE THE ONLY 
ONE WHO/S EVER SEEN 
A PRAGON? 






Out from Boneville 





pO you y WELL, WE DON’T HAVE 
HAVE DRAGONS: BiG MOUTHED, DPROOUNG, 
BACK IN 
BONEVILLE? 








THANKS FOR THE SUPPORT, 
THORN! YOU KNOW, THAT’S <M 


ACTUALLY, £ 
JUST WANT HER 


WHAT THE PRAGON WANTS YOU TO THINK YOURE 


TO THINK! HE DOESN’T WANT YOU 
TO KNOW HE EXISTS! 
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Phoney Bone 


: WAC ne soul pone? 
COME BACK HERE ae : 
WITH MY BUCKET, 
you! seat 


Cee grr 


va 
OH! that’s My 
KNAPSAGK! 
I RAN BACK TO MY 


I LOVE BOOKS! 
OOH! WHAT ARE 





Out from Boneville 


"a on a.) Vv y 
YOU HAVEN'T? YOU MUST’VE SURE! THIS IS MOBY PICK! ‘ 
HAD A DEPRIVE? CHILDPHOOP?. IT’S MY FAVORITE BOOK! WHAT’S IT 
{| ABOUT? 
Py PHONEY aoe FOR 
THEY’RE FINANCIAL ? 


MAGAZINES! 


OKAY! IT’S ABOUT 
A WHALING VOYAGE, AN’ 
THIS GUY ISHMAEL --- 3,5 


THEIR EYES GLAZE 
OVER! 
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Phoney Bone 


THAT’S ABOUT IT! 


THAT FACE? 


I’M FINE, LET’S JUST 
FORGET IT. C’MON, GRAN’MA 
WILL BE HERE SOON... 





Out from Boneville 


\f 


ts 
Shp le 
2. Bug wah 


OOOH! WAITLL I GET MY HANDS 
ON THAT COUSIN OF MINE! 


LI CAN'T BELIEVE FONE TLL BET HE’S BACK IN 
BONE WOULD? JUST LEAVE BONEVILLE RIGHT NOW. 
ME OUT HERE WANDERING SITTING IN MAY HOUSE, 

AROUND HELPLESS EATING MY FOOD! 
ANP HUNGRY! 
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Phoney Bone 


; FORCED TO EKE OUT A 
ee RAE ST nos IMISERABLE EXISTENCE 


AMIDST TH 
ROCKS 'N'MUD!! 





Out from Boneville 


THE NAME’S PHONEY BONE... ™ 
TH’ RICHEST BONE IN BONEVILLE’ 
YOUNE PROBABLY HEARD OF ME! Jee? 
I’M LOOKIN’ FOR A 
GUY NAMEP FONE BONE. 


HEY / LET’S KICK THAT PEA-SIZED 
DINOSAUR BRAIN INTO HIGH GEAR, HUH? a 


WOULP IT HELP IF © ASKEO TH’ 
GAUESTION AGAIN SLOWER? 


IT COULD BE PAYS 
‘ORE TH’ MESSAGE 


BEF 
REACHES THIS GUY’S 
BRAIN! 
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Phoney Bone 


HOW “BOUT WE TAKES. ; 7 : SPARE ME TH’ DETAILS, 
A FEW STEPS OFF TO / FRIEND! I’M LOOKIN’ FOR 


STARBOARD, .. OUTTA A GUY NAMED FONE BONE. 
FIRIN’ RANGE... AN’ 7 T YOU SEEN HIM? 
IL ANSWER YER 
GQRUESTIONS FOR YA, 


YOU HAVE?! 
2M SAVED! 


THERE AIN’T 
A WOMAN 
NOT TAKE ALIVE WHO 
TO YER CAN RESIST 
ATTITUDE MY CHARMS! 
MUCH... 
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Out from Boneville 


~  ULGRANMA! 


OW YOU DOIN’? 


He 
pt 


WELL, HELLO, GRAN'MA, ' 
beset cinar, THIS HERE FELLA NIGE YOUNG MAN, WOULD? 
: BEEN ASKIN’ TA HE LIKE TO RIPE ONE OF 
MEET YA! MY RACING COWS? 


TED, DEAR, I THINK YOU’? 
BETTER LEAVE. 1’M GONNA 
TEAR THIS LITTLE FELLA APART 
FROM THE INSIPE Out. 
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Phoney Bone 





Out fromm Boneville 


R GRAN’MA?! §( THAT'S HER? 


r SOUNPS LIKE 4 SHE MUST BE g 
A STAMPEDE! 4 RACING. ONE OF 
c 


Ows?! 














OMY GOD! IT'S 
e ree | BONE! 





Phoney Bone 








Out from Boneville 


WHAT HAPPENE? 


~=- UH-OH -- 


ea 
Ni 


WELL, BLI 
4 BUTTONS? 
HAVE WE 


WL GET 
TU 


0O YOU LIKE 
COWS? T KNOW 
YOU FRIEND 

OOESN’T. 





Phoney Bone 


HOLD IT! ITS NOT | | wareaiiateer 0 HELP! HELP! 
THORN THINKS ! WE CAN EXPLAIN Le oe Best he er. 
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Out from Boneville 


GRAN’MA, THEY’RE BONES! SMILEY ? 


CALLED BONENILLE! AN? I THOUGHT HE 
THEY NEE? OUR HELP, WAS WITH 
TO GET BACK! you’ 


YOU HAVENT TH LAST TIME I 
SEEN HIM SINCE WE SAW THAT 

SPUT UP? CHOWDPERHEAG, 
BUT I KNOW HE’S IN HE WAS SAYIN’ 
TH’ VALLEY! I FOUND? HOW GOOL IT 
ONE OF HIS WAS THAT WE 

CIGAR BUTTS! WERE ABOUT TO 
BE PULVERIZED 


SO, WHAT’VE YOU BEEN NO, HUH? 
POIN’ WITH MY COUSIN? FIGURES! 
YOU TWO GOT A AEA 
ITTLE ig 2 
u THING GOIN’, lee ro Cem 
TALKIN’ ABOUT 
MOBY DICK? 





Phoney Bone 


THIS ISN’T GOING GUITE 
THE WAY WE PLANNEP, IS IT? 
TELL ME. ..IS HE ALWAYS 
UKE THIS? 


@O BACK IN THE HOUSE AND 
KEEP AN EYE ON HIM. I HAVE 
TO GO GET SOME FRESH 
WATER FOR GRAN’MA TO 
WASH UP WITH... 


HMM, GRANMVS GOING BACK 
TO BARRELHAVEN IN A FEW 
PAYS FOR THE SPRING FESTIVAL, 
KEEP TH 


ST 
1wo ‘Chem UNTIL ‘THEN, we 
CAN ALL GO INTO TOWN TOGETHER 
TO LOOK Ee YOUR OTHER 
cousii 


cee ua ene A 


COUPLE OF THINGS 
STRAIGHT---: 





WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING 7/! 


THAT PIE WAS FOR 


GRAN’MA BEN! 
THORN WILL KILL US 


Out from Boneville 


WHAT’S TH’ MATTER? 
YOU AFRAID OF GETTIN’ 


CAUGHT? QUIT BEIN’ 
A GH , 
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Chapier Four: Kingdok 





Out from Boneville 


COME ON; AUITTLE?! THAT 
ALITTLE, HONEST } CRAZY OL’ LADY iS 
WORK ISN’T GOING ¢ RUNNIN’ OUR BUTTS 

TO KILL YOu! OFF! MILK TH’ COWS! 
FEED TH’ COWS! 
TAKE CARE OF TH’ 
CHICKENS! 


GRAN’MA BEN IS 
FEEDING US ANP 
LETTIN’ US STAY 
IN HER BARN! TH’ 
LEAST WE CAN DO 
IS HELP OUT! 


I SHOULD’VE KNOWN YOU 
WOULDN'T UNDERSTAND! 
OOPS YOU NEVER HAD ANY REA\ 
POO CLEAY SX MONEY! YOU DON'T KNOW 
THIS UP AN’ GET \ WHAT IT’S LIKE TO LOSE 
ANOTHER BUCKET ) EVERYTHING! YOU DON’T 
OF MILKS KNOW WHAT IT’S LIKE TO 

BE BROKE! 


ENP UP IN TH’ 


THEY RE GETTING 
WRINKLED! 
T'M TELLIN’ YA, 
© FONE BONE, T 
CANT TAKE MUCH 
MORE OF THISI! J 
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TH’ BARN STINKS, 
ANP IT’S PRAFTY? 
IF IT WASN’T FOR TH’ 
FOOD, I’0 RATHER 
TAKE MY CHANCES 
BACK OUT IN TH’ 
woops, 


ONLY A COUPLE OF 
THOUSAND, .. STILL, 


SOME COMFORT! 
LOOK! AREN‘T THEY 
BEAUTIFUL? 


IT’S NOT FOR MUCH LONGER! 
AS SOON AS WE FIN? SMILEY BONE 
WE'RE GONNA GET OUTTA HERE! 





Kingdok 


GOOP! INE GOTTA GO 
FIN? THORN ... I PROMISE? 
1/D HELP HER CHURN 

BUTTER TODAY! 


GOO? MORNIN’, GRAN’MA! 
YOU ALL SET FOR OUR BIG 
TRIP TO BARRELHAVEN 
TOMORROW? 


I’M STILL PACKIN’- - 
I SEEM TO BE MISSING A PAIR OF 
BLOOMERS, THOUGH... YOU 
AN’ YOUR COUSIN WOULON/’T 
KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THAT, 
foul 








Out from Boneville 


YES, MUM! 
THORN ANP I ARE 
GOING TO CHURN 
BUTTER, AN? BAKE 

THESE LITTLE BREAD 

THINGS WITH STUFF 

IN “EM TO TAKE ON 
TH’ TOURNEY- 


THAT’S GOOD. WE/VE 
GOTATIGHT | 
SCHEDULE ----4% 


THINGS? 


\T’S NOT TH’ BREAD, BONE! 

IT’S TH’ GITCHY FEELIN’! 

--IT SUST COME AT ME 
OUTTA TH’ BLUE? 


TH 
CATCHY 
FEELIN’? 
WHAT’S. 
THAT? 


«+ THERE ... IT’S STARTIN’ TO 
PASS. MAYBE WHATEVER’S GOIN’ 
TO HAPPEN WON'T BE SO BAP... 


[ TH’ GITCHY? IT’S A TERRIBLE FEELIN’ 


THAT MAKES YOUR HEAP SWIM, AN’ 


YOUR LE@S WOBBLE? IT’S A POWERFUL 


OMEN OF BAD THINGS TO COME? 


IT’S GONE NOW. BUT TH’ 
GITCHY FEELIN’ IS NEVER WRONG! 
YOU KEEP AN EYE ON THAT 
COUSIN OF YOURS, YOU HEAR? 
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Kingdok 


YEH, S TOOK “EM 

CRONE Ys xOU OFF ‘TH’ CLOTHES - 
PO SOME TING WITH LINE ANP NAILED 
GRAN’MA BEN’S BLOOmeERrs? Y UNE AN? NAILED 


SIDE OF TH’ BARN, 


x) 
L KINDA MADE A YOU CAN’T TALK THAT 
UTTLE HOLE IN TH’ WAY TO ME! I’M 
WALL, AN? THOSE YOUR COUSIN? I’M 
TH’ RICHEST BONE IN 
BONEVILLE! 


> . 
YOU WERE TH’ PO You HA’ MAYBE YOU/LL THINK: WHAT IS 
COTE wf, Porn wave 0 seer | [wines route ret YS tity ry 

BONEVILLE’ AN’ IT [(SO © GOT US RUN OUT OF BEFORE YOU BUIL? AN Bah iain 


WAS YOUR 
nowy Cibow’ Do Lrecn nee ees us| [ORPHANAGE ¢ Coimunty 


SGHEMES THAT FOR TWO WEEKS! 
GOT US INTO THSS JEEZ? ONE LITTLE HAZARDOUS ROLLED INTO 
REMEMBER? ONES? 


MISTAKE, AN? I GOTTA it WAS TH’ 


ie ee” | | LANDEILL!! ULTIMATE 






Out from Boneville 


WHAT? COMBINING A 
SLAUGHTERHOUSE 
WITH A 
PETTING 20077 
OH, YEA! THAT WAS 


T SHOULDA STUCK 
WITH MY FIRST 
IDEA! 


US IN TROUBLE? 
WE’RE GOIN’ INTO 
TOWN WITH GRAN’MA 
TOMORROW? 


WELL,  FIGURE--IF 

SMILEYS SOMEWHERE 

IN TH’ VALLEY, HE’S BOUNP 

TO HAVE HEARP ABOUT 

GRAN’MA’S COW RAGE’. 
YOU KNOW HOW 

MUCH HE LIKES TO BET 

ON RACES? 


BRILLIANT! 


TOMORROW IS TH’ 
FIRST DAY OF TH’ 
SPRING FAIR! 
THIS’LL BE OUR 
BEST SHOT 
AT FINDING 


GRAN’MA SAID THAT 
LAST WEEK PEOPLE 
WERE ALREAPY COMIN’ IN 
FROM AbL OVER TH’ 
NALLEY- - - SETTIN’ UP 

BOOTHS AN’ GETTIN’ 


I KNOW! IT’S CRAZY, 


BACK UP! 
YOU MEAN 
PLE 


PEO! 
ACTUALLY 
BET MONEY 


FOOT RACE? 
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BUT THORN SAYS IT’S 
A BIG DEAL HERE! 
SOME FOLKS BET 
EVERYTHING 
THEY’NE GOT? 


I POSITIVELY 
GUARANTEE YOU 
WON’T HEAR 
ANOTHER PEEP 
OUTTA ME 
ALL DAY! 











REALLY 7/ 
OKAY, PHONEY?! 
SEE YA 
TONIGHT! 


Kingdok 


NOTHING! I SAIP I 
WON’T MESS UP YOUR PLAN 
TO GO INTO TOWN TO LOOK 
FOR SMILEY, AN’ 
I MEANT IT? 








a1 


Out from Boneville 


YEP, YOU WON'T HEAR 
A PEEP OUTTA ME, 
‘CAUSE F AIN’T GONNA 

BE HERE! 


SOUNPS UKE A LOTTA MONEY’S GONNA ' 

CHANGE HANDS TOMORROW, AN’ I PONT. NO, SIRREE ! ie 
SEE WHY GRAN’MA BEN SHOULD HOG THERE’S BOOKMAKIN’ TO BE 
IT ALL! DONE, I’M TH’ MAN TO 90 IT/ 





Kingdok 


OH, FONE BONE, YOU’RE GOING 
TO LOVE THE FESTIVAL: 
WE/LE SEE JUGGLERS, AND 
TUMBLERS, AND SINGERS! AND 
MY FAVORITE PART- - THE BOOTHS! 


THERE ARE ROWS AND ROWS OF 
BOOTHS, AND YOU CAN BUy THE MOST 
AMAZING THINGS! ee HONEY, 


PEA 
AND SILK ROBES! 
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Out from Boneville 


WOULD YOU BRING 
THE SOAP? 
IT IN THE POCKE: 
MY DRESS .... 
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Kingdok 


BRE. THERE WAS A 
PATH HERE A SECOND? 


WHY DOESN’T SOMEBODY 
BUILD SOME ROAPS 
IN THIS 


PLA Prace?: YEAH! + can ALMOST 
HEAR THOSE LITTLE COINS 
CALLING OUT TO ME NOW- - 
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Out from Boneville 


HIS COUSIN? 4g 
ALL RIGHT! 


LUCKY THING I RAN 
THOSE KIDS! 


SHOULP GET TO 
BARRELHAVEN IN 





Kingdok 


snirr! 
NICE! GooH! MAN! 
SOMETHING AROUND 
HERE SURE STINKS! 





Out from Boneville 


WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING HERE? 


THING £ FOUND 
SOME QUICHE UNDER A BUSH? 

I COULD I WAS SAVING 
OFFER YOU-- 


- 


AX fomy x Sais 
Be H/F 
Ww oe \ 


X 


(CE 
NSS 
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Kingdok 









CHEST-- HAS BEEN SEEN 
IN THE VALLEY! 












Li \ 


eis s *2 | 
=. 2 BAN PL == 
eo FO 
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Out from Boneville 


EVERY THING’S 

READY FOR 

TOMORROW. £ TOO! I THINK HE 
WENT INTO TOWN 


FEELIN’ © 
@OT! 


THERE’S NO SIGN OF HIM 
ON THE ROAD, WE WENT 
ALL THE WAY TO OLD MAN’S 
CANE BEFORE IT GOT 
TOO DARK. I’M SURE 
WE'LL FIND HIM AT THE 
FAIR TOMORROW. 


HMM. I DON’T LIKE IT. AN’ THERE’S RUN BACK TO TH’ BARN, AN’ GET YOUR 
A BAD MOON OUT TONIGHT, TOO. BLANKET. I THINK YOU BETTER COME IN 
TH’ HOUSE WITH US TONIGHT. 


“a 
hs SS | 
ae Sel 
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Kingdok 












N 
Ny 


ee 


(. yi \ 
va aa | 
Atha 





Out from Boneville 


BUT ON SEVERAL 
WE~~ WE HAVE NOT OCCASIONS WE HAVE 
SEEN THE ONE WHO SEEN ONE WHO IS 
BEARS THE STAR-- MUCH HIKE HIM IN 
DESCRIPTION ... 
HE IS CALLED? 


WE TRIED TO CAPTURE 
IM, MASTER 





seseD WANE RECEIVED WORD THAT THE ONE 
WE SEEK HAS BEEN SEEN IN YOUR TERRITORY...- 
+HOW 16 tT THAT YOU HAVE NOT BROUGHT HIM TO ME ? 


4 CR : ee 
— x 


WE FIRST SAW Dieter ter 
HIM ON THE WESTERN = 
RIDGE -- ON THE INSIGNIFICANT 7 
DRAGON'S STAIR-- WHY DIP You NOT 
WE HAVE SEEN THIS CAPTURE THE 

CREATURE AND 
BRING tt TO 
THE 
COUNCIL 7 





Kingdok 


WE TRIED TO THE CREATURE IS ON 
SPY.... BUT THE A SMALL FARM NEAR THE 
DRAGON TREPS 

A WIPE CIRCLE 


AROUND? HIM... 


KINGDOK.. 
Se on sae s WAR PARTIES... TAKE A 
NOW. THOUSAND WARRIORS 


WE MUST DO IT NOW... 
WHILE THE DRAGON'S IN BACH..+ 
SUSPICIONS SLEEP... 


see VB THE DRAGON IS STILL 
WATCHING. ...-THIS ACTIVITY 
WILL DRAW HIM OFF... LEAVING 
THE OLD COW WOMAN 
UNGUARDED..«-. 


LET US HOPE THAT THE DEATH 
OF THIS FONE BONE WILL CAUSE 
THE DRAGON TO LEAVE 

THE VALLEY AND RETURN 

TO DEREN GARD... 
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ren 
tess THESE ARE GRAVE 
TIDINGS....IT WOULD NOT 
BE WELL FOR THE DRAGON 
TO LEARN OF OUR PLANS..++ 


WITH THE FIRST. «++ 
SCOUR THE COUNTRYSIDE. 
SEARCH THE ROAD AND THE 
LANDS BEYOND THE 
WATERFALL...» FIND 
THE ONE WHO BEARS 
THE STAR. +e 


SEND THE SECOND PARTY 
TO THE FARMHOUSE v0 
see DESTROY IT. 

++ KILL THE NEW CREATURE... 


+e GO NOW..s 
WE ATTACK TONIGHT, 





Out frorn Bonevilie 


\ A IZ oie Pre . 
: | =| sf ne, A ‘ 
a ee oe o . 


: | (ig Mc | 
; 





Kingdok 
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Out from Boneville 


FONE 5 
AGAIN! THE RAT CREATURES 
WERE ATTACKING! IT’S NO 


PREAM! 
ITS 
HAPPENING! 


THE RAT CR 
SURROUN? 
HURRY ! GRA 
WAITING FOR US 
POWNSTAIRS / 
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Chapter Five: Barrelbaven 








THEY’VE SURROUNDED 
THE HOUSE .. 
DOWN HEI 


. HURRY F 
RE! 


WS 





Out from Boneville 


DON’T KNOW .. > 


PO YOU HAVE “YT HAVE AN 
A PLAN, GRAN’MA? 





Barrelhaven 


DON'T WORRY 
ABOUT ME-- 
‘ 





Out from Bonevilie 





Barrethaven 





Out from Boneville 


WaT 
WAPPENED 7 


Shh! we HAve | 
TO GO BACK! 
Ae 7 








Out from Boneville 














dj 
Gs 


are 





Out from Bonevilie 


CBDRTENDER! | [2C wnurs eveaveory 2 
rs UPRING ME A BEER! STARIN’ AT 7/ 
a ae i 
te ; 


[ BNRTENDER! 


WHERE'S MY ----- ae 


















sQuinky 
SQuINKy 





Barreihaven 


SURE! WHY NOT? 
I GOT A FEELIN’ MY LUCK’S 

ABOUT TO GHANGE! 

- - GUESS WHERE 
FONE BONE IS RIGHT NOW! 
HE’S WITH GRAN’MA BEN! 
YOU KNOW = = TH’ OLD) 
LADY THAT RACES 

cows: 





Out from Boneville 


GREAT! PERFECT! 
HOW MUCH TIME 


? UH-OH/ HOPE THIS | 
. XCELLENT | ISN’T GONNA BE ONE OF 


THOSE SILLY IDEAS 


—~_ 
THAT WASN'TA) - OO OmulaNe 
SILLY IDEA! z - 

TH 


NOW- - WHERE 
ARE WE GONNA 


FING A 
cow SUIT? 


SALAP 
BARS! 





Barrelhaven 








KEEP IT DOWN OH, NO/ not ANOTHER ONE // 


YOU CORN HEAD! I DON’T 
WANT ANYBOPY TO KNOW ZOU BE RIER Ce Are Lr ey.FOR 


RE TOGETHER! 






JUST UKE THIS OTHER IMOT 
WAS GOOD FOR IT?” 


IT’S MY CUP UNTIL YOU 
PAY ME THE TWO EGGS 


[2NE HAD IT UP TO HERE WITH 
YOU DRIFTERS COMIN’ INTO 








Out from Boneville 


OKAY, SHORTY! 
GET IN TH’ KITCHEN’ 
YOU CAN WORK OFF 

YER BAR TAB... 

7 


NOBOVY muriares A Mint NOTE 
AROUNP ME AN’ LIVES TO TELL 
ABouT it? SAY YER 
w PRAYERS, 
CHUCKLES ! 


<S—/ 








Out from Bonevilie 





Barrelhaven 


/ ———- 
FONE BONE! & SSee dt enece, 


BUT THESE GUYS 
WATCH ‘THIS! 


YOU DOING 7/ 





Out fram Boneville 


OKAY, FELLAS! PARTY’S OVER! JUST THE SIGHT OF TH’ 
’ 


DRAGON SENPS THESE GUYS 
INTO A PANIC? THEY RUN 
LIKE THEIR FUR’S ON FIRE! 





Barrelhaven 


WHY, LOOK, TED. ITS A 
MEETING OF THE NEW 
COMMUNITY LEADERS. 


goa WE SITS, 
“= TAVOTE? 
rT is LOVES 


TA VOTE! 





















FUNNY YOU SHOULD MENTION 
THAT- - HOW MANY WARRIORS 9QO 
{ YOU HAVE BETWEEN HERE AN? THE 
fe ee WATERFALL? A THOUSAND? 
TWO THOUSAND? 


A HA, BONES, s 


HOMO MER 
HERE | 


Hsa5/s / Sty BACK 


OUR aR sees 
ARE TOO. 





Tt BEMEVE THIS YOU WOUL? NOT YOU RUN AN? TELL 
MIOLATES OUR BE SO BOLD IF KINGDOK THAT I’M 
eae WATCHIN’ HIM! 
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Out from Boneville 


WE ARE NOT COMRADES! KILL 

AFKAIP OF a THE DRA---- 3 

y y 3 

g ROX 
NW \\ 





Barrelhaven 


f ++ THE RAT CREATURES 
ATTACKED OUR FARM - = J 
WE LEFT MY GRANDMOTHER 
THERE ALONE! 
Nw ° 


HE DID it! YES 






Pan 
<| 


ARN 


Zi 
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Out from Boneville 


stor! stor! 
r LOOK! 
— = 






<< 












{ ill 


- | | i 

f) \ " | 

| \ ii 
# WH | | 
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Chapter Six: Phoney's Inferno 


«++ KNOW IT LOOKS BAP, y 
BUT WE NEED TO BE GAREFUL! WE'RE 
NOT GONNA HELP YOUR GRANDMOTHER \ 
BY RUSHIN’ OUT IN TH’ OPEN! F 


WE NEED TO MAKE SURE 
THERE’S NO RAT CREATURES 
HANGIN’ AROUND... 
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Out from Boneville 





Phoney's Inferno 








OF COURSE I AM, PEAR! 
£ FOUGHT TH’ RATS BACK 
IN TH’ BIG WAR! BESIDES, 
E WASN’T REALLY IN DANGER. . . 


++ WHEN YOU AN’ BONE LEFT TH’ y WE ALMOST GOT CAUGHT, 
HOUSE, ALL TH’ FIGHT WENT OUT GUT THE DRAGON SAVEP US’ 
OF “EM! Z WAS MUCH MORE i ( 
WORRIED ABOUT you! 





Out from Boneville 





Phoney's Inferno 


GRANMA! WHAT ARE YOu [NOT NOW, THORN. MR.BONE FROM 
BOING 7/ THE DRAGON JUST BONEVILLE AN’ L HAVE TO HAVE A LITTLE 
SAVED OUR LIVES! { cHar! 
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Out from Boneville 
















BONE ANP £ SHE’S NOT EVEN 
WILL HITCH UP LISTENING TO US! J 
TH’ CART. you CAN YOU BELIEVE 
BE A SWEETHEART SHE WANTS TO GO 
AND PUT OUT TH’ TO TH’ FAIR?! 
FIRE ON TH’ ROOF! }> 


y 


AND YOU 

HAVE A LOT OF 
THINGS TO DO BEFORE 
WE LEAVE FOR TH’ 
SPRING FAIR! 


AN SMILEY ? 
WE HANE To 


E STILL CANT 
GET OVER TH’ 
FACT THAT SHE 
HAS A FIRST 

NAME? 





DEAR... I’M NOT ; 
A COMPLETE LAST NIGHT, SO TH’ LUGGAGE 
NINCOMPOOP! 1S ALREADY OUT IN TH’ BARN. 
WE/LL BE SAFER COME SOIN US WHEN YOU 
IN TOWN! AND, WITH ANY, GET DONE. 

LUCK, WE'LL BE ABLE To 

FIND His COUSINS! 


FU ASK TH GuEesTiONs’ | [ WHAT ABOUT THAT SHIFTY 

GRAN’MA? WHAT I WANNA KNOW COUSIN OF YOURS? YOU 
(WAS THAT WITH YOU THINK PHONEY BONE 
AN’ TH’ DRAGON? PO YOU MIGHT/VE HAD SOME 
GUYS KNOW EACH DEALIN’S WITH ‘EM? 











Phoneys Inferno 


WELL, ACTUALLY, S WASN’T 
RUN OUTTA BONEVILLE - - 
IN FACT, WE PHONEY WAS! 
NEVER EVEN HEARD. SMILEY AN’ I JUST HELPED 
OF RAT CREATURES HIM GET AWAY! 
BEFORE WE GOT RUN 
OUT OF BONEVILLE! 


“THAT GREEDY, 
LITTLE, LoupMOUTH? 
NOT IN MY TOWN 


WAS! “AN? 2’°VE GOT 
TH’ MONEY TO D0 IT, 
TOO!” 


f Wii we 


WELL, HE CAN IN BONEVILLE, ANYWAY, : THERE’S A BEAUTIFUL PARK THERE 
HE WANTE? TO MAKE THE OFFICIAL WITH GREEN, SLOPING LAWNS THAT 
ANNOUNCEMENT A BIG SOCIAL EVENT, STRETCH TO THE EDGE OF TH’ WATER. 
SO HE PECIPED TO THROW A PICNIC | (1’S JUST FAR ENOUGH AWAY FROM 
POWN ON TH’ BANKS OF TH’ fp) TH’ HUSTLE AN’ BUSTLE OF 
ROLLING BONE RIVER... DOWNTOWN BONENILLE 

THAT THERE WOULON‘T 

BE ANY 
PISTRAGTIONS! 





Out from Bonevilie 


PHONEY INVITE? EVERYBODY IN THEN TH’ BiG DAY ARRIVED, AN’ TH’ WHOLE 
TOWN - - AN’ HE PROMISED 4 | TOWN TURNED OUT! TH’ KIDS WERE 
FREE FOOD FOR ANYONE WHO PLAYIN’ UNPER TH’ TREES, 
SHOWEP UP! PRETTY SOON, AN’ THE WOMEN WORE 
TH’ PIGNIG WAS TH’ TALK. SUNBONNETS AN’ FANCY 
OF BONEVILLE? PRESSES! THE PICNIC 

WAS OFF TO A 
PERFECT START! 


THERE’S A STATUE IN TH’ PARK «++ AN? JUST TO ABP TO TH’ 
OF BONENILLE’S FOUNDER - - FESTIMTIES, PHONEY HA? A SOF, 
“BIG” JOHNSON BONE - - BALLOON MAE OF HIMSELF? 
AN’ SINCE MY COUSINS AN’ I TH’ BALLOON WAS TIE? TO 
ARE PESCENDANTS OF HIS, PHONEY OL “BIG” TOHNSON/ 
WANTED? TO MAKE HIS 


ANNOUNCEMENT IN FRONT OF FASTEN THAT 


EN? THERE, 
WOUL? you, 
BONE? 


EVERYTHING WAS GOIN’ GREAT! YEAH. YOU KNOW PHONEY, 
FOLKS WERE LISTENIN’ TO TH’ HE GOT A GOOD DEAL ON 
FIREHOUSE BAN? AN’ ENTOYIN’ SOME PRUNES FROM A 
TH’ SUNSHINE’ TH’ FOO? WAS PISCOUNT PRUNE BROKER? 
PASSE? OUT AN’ THERE WERE 

PLENTY OF PRUNE TARTS 

FOR EVERYONE! 





Phoney's Inferno 


SO ANYWAY, HE MAKES V/ THAT’S WHEN A GUST OF WIND CAME OFF 
THE ANNOUNCEMENT, RIGHT? TH’ RIVER ANP PULLED TH’ BALLOON LOOSE! 
HE GETS UP ANO THE STATUE CAME OFF ITS BASE AN’ WAS 

DECLARES HIS CANDIDACY DANGLIN’ OFF TH’ BALLOON’S ANKLE! 
FOR MAYOR OF, ALL OF A SUDDEN, THIS GIANT, INFLATABLE 
BONEVILLE? PHONEY BONE STARTEP MOVING TOWARD 
THE GROWD? 


YEAH, IT WAS AMAZING! MY FIRST-GRAVE 
TEACHER, MISS CRAB-BONE, WAS THE oe iT WAS AWFUL? 

FIRST TO PANIG! SHE STARTED EVERYONE WAS STUNNED? 
SCREAMING AND RUNNING BACK AN’ FORTH! AT FIRST NOBODY MOVE?! 
THE BALLOON CHASE? HER INTO TH’ RIVER THEY JUST SAT THERE 

BEFORE SMILEY AND IT COULD LET WITH THIS LOOK OF 
THE AIR OUT OF IT! HORROR ON THEIR FACES! 





THAT’S WHEN 
TH’ BAD 
PRUNES 

KICKE? IN... 
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Out from Boneville 





IE 
OTTA WASH 
OT A 





Dhoney's Inferno 


~--Z JUST WANT YOU TO KNOW. I’M TH’ BARTENDER? THs Is TOO 

I/NE BEEN WORKING ON THE PLAN’ THEY GOTTA BELIEVE 

T BEEN SPREADIN’ RUMORS ME! 

AO Gn THAT GRAN’MA BEN IS 

we 9 TO WIN TH’ RACE 4 

THIS YEAR! wan’ Bers, A> 
THEN WHEN 
GRAN/MA WINS, 


THAT 
COVERED WITH YEAH, THAT’S TH’ 
PHASE TWO: TH’ PART WHERE PART! BUT YOU'RE 
I GET TO WEAR GONNA THROW 


me’ COW SUIT 7/ ¢/ Rememben: 


A GOW THAT WE'LL WE WANT 
BUILP UP IN EVERYBOPY’S oH, TOY/ G@RAN’MA BEN 


IMAGINATION THAT TO WIN! 
GANT BE BEAT? 


WELL, NATURALLY, I’M LOOKING IT POES SOUR IF ALL THESE YOKELS 
FORWARD TO WEARIN’ A COW SUIT --) MY PLANS FOR HAVE ARE 

BUT WHAT PO YOU GET OUT OF IT? / AMASSING A HUGE! POULTRY PRODUCTS, 
AFTER ALL, THE LOCALS DON’T FORTUNE AND 

USE MONEY! RETURNING TO 

THEY TRADE \VJ 


eooPrs 
NN’ STILE, THE iy 
SERVICES’ : IS TH’ THING? 
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Out from Boneviile 


BESIDES, I HAVE 
A HANKERIN’ TO TAKE 
TH’ PROPRIETOR OF THIS 
FINE ESTABLISHMENT 
TO TH’ CLEANERS’ 
YOU WITH ME? 


AN’ QUIT 
BRINGIN’ ME 





YOU SHOULD BE GRATEFUL 
INDEEO THAT YOUR FRIENDS 


INTERFERED ON YOUR BEHALF | 


LAST NIGHT... ZAM 

FORCED To USE MUCH MORE 

SUBTLE METHODS OF 
CONTACTING YOU rss 


SURE! 
MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE 
TO ME! BUT THEN... 


{T POESN’T 


GOOP, NOW 

GET BACK OUT 
THERE ANP 4 

KEEP SPREADIN’ 
RUMORS! 


NOT MUCH DOES? 


PHONCIBLE P BONE AT LAST 
TL HAVE FOUND you 


1eee YOUR COUSIN 
FONE BONE HAS AWAKENED 
THE GREAT RED 





Phoney’s Inferno 


HAVE WASTED 
oO 


— 
& yas we LANAI 


EN TEOPARDIZ! 





Out from Bonevilie 





























S 
Y 


‘ BE 

ey 3 

ae 
} NN 





Phoney's Inferno 


«.. SO THERE HE IS, OKAY? (SHMAEL’S 
LAYIN’ IN HIS BUNK WAITIN’ FOR HIS MYSTERIOUS 
NEW ATE TO SHOW UP ... SUDDENLY - - : 

AT LIKE, 23 O’ CLOCK IN TH’ MORNING - - Bsr ediey 
TH DOOR SWINGS OPEN ... AN’ THERE, 2 
STANOIN’ IN ‘TH? POORWAY, WITH TH’ LIGHT FROM 
TH’ HALL BEHING HIM, IS QUEEQUEG! AN’ HE’S 


CARRYIN’ SHRUNKEN 
HEADS !/ 





Out from Boneville 


IT LOOKS LIKE THE ROAD 
IS BLOCKED UP AHEAD. <| 


THERE ARE SOME TREES 
DOWN ACROSS THE PATH. 


THERE’S A MAN STANDING | 
UNDER THE TREES TUST OFF 
TO THE SIDE OF THE ROAD. 


you 
SEE THAT? 


GOOD AFTERNOON, 
JON OAKS/ 


WHAT IN TH’ WORLD 
ARE YOU DOIN’? 
WHY ARE THESE 
TREES BLOCKIN’ 
te TH’ ROAD? 





le 


WELL, 


, TAL BE! 
THAT LOOKS LIKE LITTLE 
JONATHAN OAKS? 
LET’S FINO OUT WHAT 
HE’S UP TO! 
TORK Te KIS LETS 
GO, COW! 


GOOP PAY, GRAN’MA BEN! 

Lucius HAP US BLOCK TH’ ROAD! 
THERE WAS SOME STRANGE DOIN’S IN TH’ 
WOODS LAST NIGHT. TH’ HAIRY MEN 

E OUT! 





Phoney's Inferno 


IT TO THANK YOU FOR STICKIN’ 


\ |= wan 
WITH ME LAST NIGHT... DONT KNOW 
Wy THOSE RAT CREATURES WERE 

TI ie os 








Phoney's Inferno 


WELL, WELL... 
IW’S ABOUT TIME? 


7 { an ? 
N nl (ca a 


mat 





/ L GOT SOMETHIN’ 
/ HERE! 1 BEEN 


WAS WORRIED 
ABOUT YA! 





«se I GOT A COUPLE OF DEADBEATS 
UTTLE EXTRA TIME ON MY INSIDE TAKIN’ CARE OF TH’ CUSTOMERS - - 
HANPS THIS MORNING... IN FACT, THEY LOOK A LOT LIKE THIS 
LITTLE FELLA YOU GOT HERE. 





Out from Boneville 
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Phoney's Inferno 


| NOW, SUST A MINUTE! I DON’T 
WANT EVERYBOOY OUT HERE! 
TAKE CARE OF TH’ CUSTOMERS 


OH, ALL RIGHT ... CALL HIM OUT! 
THOSE BOYS OWE ME BUT THEN GET BACK TO WORK! 
ALOTTA EGGS, 


C'MON OUT! 
FONE BONE’S 
HERE ! 





Out from Boneville 


So... ONCE AGAIN, 2 +e+. BUT MAKE NO MISTAKE... 
SMALL ONE... YOUR FRIENDS e; oo WE WILL COMPLETE 
HAVE GOME To you SS OUR TRANSACTION... 


YOU HAVE BEEN SPAREP...- 
++. FOR NOW..... PHONCIBLE P. BONE...-.... 





Book Two 


The Great Cow Race 


Chapter One: The Spring Fair 


4 
: + 
Fa \) 


=N 


A 
WHY THE LONG FACE? 


SO, GHEER UP? 
C’MON! LET’S ENJOY OURSELVES! 
WE ONLY HAVE A FEW MORE 

DAYS TOGETHER! 
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The Great Cow Race 


YOU KNOW WHAT £ WANT? \ > \(_ 2 bOvE tt! AT THE 
ME HONEY FAIR YOU CAN GET HONEY 
LET’S GO FIND 


ak 
HONEY-BOOTH! a 1 | SO MUCH? \. OF THE VALLEY - - IT’S 
I SWEETER... A 


.. AND THE BOYS WHO) 
SELL IT ARE CUTER? 
DZ 
i 
i 
RO ig ? 
S : 


I’M SURE YOU COULD, 
OH, LOOK! THERE’S A 
HONEY-SELLER! 


| 
1 Fahy’ 
\f 1 Ot 








The Spring Farr 


STEP RIGHT 
OVER HERE, MISS! 


SURE 90! GOT COMBS FROM SOUTH 

VALLEY AND FROM PAWAS BUT A SWEET 

UTTLE THING UKE YOU PROBLY WANTS 
HONEY FROM ATHEIA? 


WANNA TAKE A 

WHIFE, UT TLE FELLA? 

YOU OUGHTA APPRECIATE 
{Tf WITH A NOSE LIKE THAT? 











Y THORN. 9O you 
HAVE ANYTHING 


FRO: 
SOUTH VALLEY? 






MY NAME’S TOM, 
WHAT'S YOURS? 






HERE? JUST SMELL IT! 
NOTHIN’ IN THE WHOLE VALLEY 
COMPARES TO IT ~~ 

«.. EXCEPT MAYBE YOU... 


The Great Cow Race 




























WHY DON’T YOU LOSE TH’ 
GUPIE-POLL AN’ COME BACK! 
I COULP TELL YOU ALL 
ABOUT GATHERING HONEY IN THE 
GIANT TREES DOWN SOUTH... 


I’M A REAL MAN? 
I FACE SWARMS OF 
MAN-EATING BEES 

WITH NOTHIN’ BUT A 
LITTLE SMOKE TO PUT 





WHY DON’T YOU TOPPLE u OH, YEAH?! 
OFF BACK TO THE WELL, RUNT, WHAT DO YOU 


FREAK SHOW? THINK OF THIS? 
7’M TRYIN’ TO TALK TO. 






a 
2, 
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The Spring Fair 


THAT’S ENOUGH? 
YOU CAN‘’T TALK TO 
MY FRIENO THAT WAY! 


‘Ou YF 
HE STARTEP IT 
WITH THAT 


I DON’T CARE WHO 
A IT! IT WAS 
EMBARRASSING? 
» 
q 
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The Great Cow Race 


«YOU OUGHTA APPRECIATE IT 


“ 
WITH A NOSE LIKE THAT...” 





The Spring Fair 


™ 
THIS IS GREAT! 1 HOW HARP CAN IT BE? 
T’LL GET THORN SOME HONEY I JUST NEEP SOME GREEN 
MYSELF? f GRASS THAT’LL SMOKE REAL 
G@OOP WHEN T LIGHT IT... 


ve. THEN ZL WAVE TH’ SMOKE 
IN FRONT OF TH’ HINE UNTIL i 
TH’ BEES FALL ASLEEP! : NOW TO sUST 
‘ Mi 
THIS 1S GONNA BE ‘ ‘ ue hr tee 
LIKE TAKING GANDY 
FROM A BABY? 





The Great Cow Race 





The Spring Fair 


THAT'S FUNNY. 
I THOUGHT THERE'D BE 
MORE BEES AROUND? ... 


END 
yh ip 


‘ 


vn 
fig 


Mis } 
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I WONDER WHY THERE AREN’T A 
cog te BEES GUARDIN’ TH’ 
IVE? 








The Spring Fair 


AH! THEY WERE GONNA BET ON ONE GUY WANTS TO BET 


THAT’S IT! 
WERE IN| <4 
BUSINESS’ 


THERE'S. 
NO TIME TO LOSE! 


“MYSTERY COW FOUR TO ONE |, OF COURSE I JUST 
GRAN’MA BEN SIXTY TO ONE “4 MAAPE THAT UP. 


ALL TH’ OTHER COWS IN TH’ RACE WE’RE FIXIN’ TH’ 
RACE, REMEMBI 


WILL BE SOMEWHERE IN BETWEEN. ER?! 
WHAT PO YOU THINK 
OF THAT? 


e) 








The Great Cow Race 


IT POESN’T MATTER WHAT TH’ + - AN? THEN WHEN TH’ OL BAT 
OPPS ARE, AS LONG AS NO ONE WINS, WE GET TO KEEP 
BETS ON GRAN’MA BEN! EVERYTHING! 


RIGHT! AN’ WE’LL T LIKE TH’ I KNOW YOU DO. 
SPLIT IT NINETY/TEN, CUT OF YOUR NOW GET OUT THERE 
JUST LIKE ALWAYS! JIB, MISTER! AN’ DRUM UP SOME 

BUSINESS, PARTNER! 


HEY ... SMILEY! 


OH, 
WAIT A MINUTE! 


THERE WAS SOMETHIN’ 
I WANTED? TO ASK 
ABOUT... 





The Spring Fair 


IONSTERS -- 
in MONSTERS ~ 


WELL, SOMETIMES I HEY, SMILEY // et THs Blue PLATE 
SEE STRAN It, Oo 


IGE STUFF, IT TO TABLE THREE! MY CUSTOMERS 
BUT AASTINGUISHING ARE HUNGRY? 


REALITY FROM FANTASY 
ISN’T ALWAYS MY 
STRONGEST SUIT. 


I DON’T KNOW WHAT YOU TWO ARE 


UP TO, BALDY, BUT I’M KEEPIN’ 
MY EYE ON YOU. 





The Great Cow Race 











GOTTA KEEP IN SHAPE, 
GRAN/MA BEN! ED! WHO'S THIS? 
OUT TRAININ’, LOOKS LIKE 
i SEE. BROUGHT A NEW GIRL 
WITH YOU! 





The Spring Fair 


THIS HERE |S TH’ FASTEST 
COW I SEEN IN TWENTY 
YEARS! I THINK WE MIGHT 
EVEN BEAT YA THIS TIME, 
ROSE! 


WHERE DID YOU EVER 
E. - 


HEAR SUCH A SIlLy - - 





The Great Cow Race 


YOU TOO, EP. 
GOTTA GET B, 
TO TRAININ’! 


YL 
Abia 





The Spring Fair 


WELL, HELLO, MARYLOU! we 
Hi, HELEN! 
A 
ROSE BEN! AS I LIVE 


AN’ BREATHE! WE WERE ‘YY 
JUST TALKING ABOUT YOU! 


WE WERE JUST SAYING 
THAT WE WEREN'T GOING TO 
BET ON 


YOU THIS YEAR! 





The Great Cow Race 


> 
HELLO THERE, HI, GRAN’MA! IT’S GOOP 
JON OAKS! TO SEE YOU AGAIN, TOO! 
G@OOP TO SEE 


YOU AGAIN? 


BUT NOW 2/M SCOUTIN’ AROUND FOR SEE YA LATER 
A YOUNGER CONTESTANT! GOTTA 6 
GO WITH A SAFE BET, 
DON’TCHA KNOW! 
ae 


C 


AN 
\ 
LA 


WL 
SS —— ME ee 
MING} WW 





170 


The Spring Fair 


I CANT WAIT TO 
FIND THORN! SHE’S 


GONNA BE SO HAPPY 
WHEN SHE SEES THIS - - 





The Great Cow Race 
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Chapter Two: The Cave 


? TO BEAT © 


{PLACE YER BET, BUB! = 41017 
: 


GRAN’MA BEN? SAY... ge _, 
THAT’S HARD TO IT’S A 
BELIEVE? WHO OWNS 
THIS MYSTERY COW, PAL. 
ANYWAY? 
BET, OR 
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The Great Cow Race 


T PUNNO .. IS I CAN'T SAY -- WOW. Okay ~~ nents or 
TH’ OWNER A INE BEEN SWORN TO Z WANNA BET No smple ie 
LOCAL FARMER? SECRECY! BUT I CAN THREE SHOVELS utensils! _- 
‘CAUSE I DON’T TELL YOU THIS: ON TH MYSTERY Jo oT tock 
cow: Livestock 


WANNA BE BETTIN’ 
ON NO THE MYSTERY GOW IS 
FOREIGNERS? THE MOST FEROCIOUS 
COW £ HAVE EVER 
‘SEEN! 


only: 


SAY, USTEN, T KNOW WERE 
COUSINS AN’ ALL, BUT YOU/RE 
HERE’S YOUR GONNA HAVE TO WAIT IN LINE 
TICKET, PUT TO PLACE A BET JUST LIKE 
EVERYBODY ELSE’ 


A BET! ON 


Cant yOu See UKE 17 TRUST 
CAN'T YOU SEE PONT SO AWAY. 
INE GOT A YOU TO RUN A OL BERT GAC! 
BETTIN’ BOOTH BOOKMAKIN’ <| 
SET UP HERE? OPERATION ON 


bs f HOLD AN IGE <| 


GREAM CONE? 
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The Cave 


WHAT?! WHAT ARE YOU 
TALKIN’ ABOUT?! I’M 
JUST TRYIN’ TO EARN 

A LIVING? 


YOU THINK 
RUNNIN? A 
GAMBLING 
RACKET iS 


| HEY’ ies you 


GRAZY? I’M TRYIN’ 
V TO RUN A BUSINESS 


TRYIN’ TO 


| 


OH, SURE, YOU CAN 
AFFORD? TO BE 


V CRITICAL SINCE 


GRAN’MA BEN IS 
PAYING ALL YOUR 
ROOM AN’ BOARD! 


WHERE 1S THORN? 
YOU/RE NOT HAVIN’ 
GIRL TROUBLES 
ALREADY, 

ARE YOU? 


SHE’? PROBABLY 
BE PAYIN’ FOR 


YOU HADN'T Af 
NAILED HER 


GIRL 
TROUBLES 7/ 
OF COURSE 
NoT// 
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SAY ... WAIT A MINUTE, 
WHAT HAPPENED TO 


YOU? YOU DON’T 
LOOK SO GOOP! 


EARNING A 
UVING? 


HUH? OH, 
THESE ARE 
BEE STINGS! 
L WAS TRYIN’ 
TO GET SOME 
HONEY FOR 

THORN. 


SHE'S JUST - = 7K 


WALKIN’ AROUNP TH” 
FAIR WITH SOME 
OTHER GUY! 
YOU CALL THAT 
GIRL TROUBLES?! 





% LOOK AT ME! I’M TH’ 


The Great Cow Race 


HEY, HOWPY, GUYS! 
TI. BEEN LOOKIN’ ALL OVER 
FOR YOU! CHECK THIS OUT’ 


WELL, FORGET IT, OKAY? 
IT’S PROBABLY 
NOTHING! 
Tt. JUST 
WALK AROUND TH’ 
FAIR WITH HER 
TOMORROW? 









Ket ey, 


HEY? 
HEY, — WHAT ARE YOU 


LET ANYBODY SEE You 
IN THAT GET-UP? 

YOU WANT PEOPLE TO 
FIN? OUT TH’ 

MYSTERY COW IS 









MYSTERY COW! 











WHAT’D YOU 
THINK, THEY HAVE 
COSTUME SHOPS 

HERE? £E HAD < 

TO 
MAKE 


IT 
MYSELF! 


WELL, TAKE If OFF! NOT TO WORRY, 
if ANYBODY FINDS OUT OL’ PAL! NO ONE 
THAT YOU AREN’T A WILL SUSPECT A 
REAL COW, OUR THING! IVE 
WHOLE PLAN WILL BE BEEN 
RUINEP! PRACTICING! 
WATCH THIS! 





The Cave 


T/M NOT SMILEY/ THINK T'LL CHEW ME 
T'M A REAL COW! SOME CUD! 


It’s 
JUST, UH... 
PART OF A 
PROMOTION 
WE/RE DOIN’ 
FOR TH’ RACE! 
THAT’S ALL! 


THEY WENT NUTS 
AGAIN ABOUT BECAUSE THEY KNEW Ane Bec Mee 
BONEVILLE? OKAY, 4 |TH? ONLY REASON YOU BAD oRUNeS, 
‘SO A FEW OF My AT TH? PICNIC 
BUSINESS PEALS WERE 
A LITTLE SNAKY «= 
isi my raubt nH | | SHAKY BUSINESS 
IN WENT $i = 
NUTS SUST BECAUSE PASALLIES? 
I THREW A PICNIC AN’ 
ANNOUNCED I WAS 
RUNNIN’ FOR MAYOR? 


YOU KNOW WHAT 5 I/M_ TELLIN’ YA, 


OKAY, PHONEY, IT’S MEAN! EVER SINCE WE FONE BONE, 
TIME TO COME CLEAN! GOT TO THIS VALLEY, I DON’T KNOW 
GIANT, RAT-LIKE ANYTHING _/ 

WHAT ELSE HAVE CREATURES HAVE BEEN ABOUT iT! 

YOU PONE? ? AFTER US! I WANNA I KNOW THE 
KNOW WHAT YOu RAT CREATURES 


KNOW ABOUT IT! 
BEEN ASKIN’ 
ABOUT ME, BUT 
I DON’T KNOW 
WHY? 
HONEST? 





The Great Cow Race 


ANP YOU HAVE NO IDEA 
WHY THEY WOUL?/VE ALL RIGHT, ALL RIGHT! 
I SWEAR? 


iF THAD ANYTHING TO PO 
WITH THE RAT CREATURES 
ATTACKING GRAN’MA 
BEN’S FARM - - THEN 
MAY LIGHTNING STRIKE 
ME BEAD! 


ATTACKED GRAN’MA 
BEN’S FARM? 
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The Cave 


HE SAID TO TELL «2. AN’ IF YOURE NOT BACK 

YOU YOUR LUNCH BEFORE HE RUNS OUT OF CLEAN 

BREAK IS OVER... DISHES, HE’S GONNA TWIST 
YOUR HEAD OFF YOUR BODY! 


--. BUT WHEN WE 

GET BACK TO BONEVILLE 
YOU’RE GONNA COME 
CLEAN, YOU HEAR ME? 
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The Great Cow Race 
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The Cave 








The Cave 
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The Great Cow Race 





The Cave 


YOU MUST GO INTO DEREN GARD. 
YOU WILL BE SAFE THERE UNTIL x 
CAN RETURN: 





The Great Cow Race 





The Cave 





The Great Cow Race 


W ! dey 


ff 








The Great Cow Race 


DO YOU STILL HAVE THAT OLD MAP 
THAT YOU ANP YOUR COUSINS FOUND? 


OUT IN THE DESERT? 


WHEN Z WAS A LITTLE GIRL, 
I USED TO HAVE THIS ONE DREAM 
OVER AND OVER AGAIN. IN THE 
DREAM I WAS STANDING IN A 
MAGRIFIGENT GAVERN - — 
SURROUNDED BY DRAGONS! 


a+. GET UP, BUT DON’T 
WAKE THE OTHERS. 


pA 
a} 


HERE IT iS. 
YOU KNOW... WHEN I WAS LOST 
OUT IN TH’ DESERT, E ACTUALLY 
FOLLOWED? THIS MAP INTO TH’ VALLEY! 4 


YES. AND 
WHENEVER I HAVE 
{T, IT WAKES ME UP 
iN THE MIDDLE OF 

THE NIGHT, 





HAVE YOU 
TOL 
GRAN’MA BEN 
ABOUT THE 
DREAMS? 


YOU THINK IT 
HAS SOMETHING 

TO DO WITH 

THIS MAP? 


I STILL DON’T 
UNDERSTAND WHY 


The Cave 


DID WHEN I WAS 
LITTLE. SHE USED TO 
TELL ME NOT TO BE 
AFRAID BECAUSE 
DRAGONS DON’T 
REALLY EXIST? 


ALL & KNOW IS 
I STOPPED HAVING 
THAT PREAM YEARS 
AGO ~~ UNTIL YOU 
SHOWE? UP AND 
PULLED THAT MAP 
OuT OF YOUR 
KNAPSACK? 
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RIGHT, BUT I DIPN’*T KNOW 
THAT THEN. ANP YOU SAW 
THE WAY SHE AND THE 
GREAT RED DRAGON WERE 
AGTING THE OTHER DAY? 
THOSE TWO KNOW SOME- 
THING THAT WE DON’T! 


EVER SINCE THEN 
THE DREAMS HAVE BEEN 
BACK ~ - AND THEY’RE 
MORE VIVID AND REAL 
THAN EVER BEFORE! 


«ee T DREW 
THAT MAP? 





The Great Cow Race 


NO. 
I’M PRETTY SURE, 
I’M STARTING TO 
REMEMBER IT. 


WHOA, OH, I VON’T 
KNOW, FONE 
BONE! 


WAIT A MINUTE, 
WHAT ARE YOU 
SAYING? YOU - 

It’s SO 
REALLY WERE IN ; 
A CAVERN WITH A CONFUSING: 
BUNCH OF DRAGONS? 
LI THOUGHT IT 
WAS A DREAM! 


WHAT 90 YOU 

MEAN HOLDING? 

WERE YOU A 

PRISONER? BUT AT THE TIME 
I WANTED TO 


I OREW THAT MAP 


WHEN I WAS IN THE CAVE 


OKAY, OKAY. 
WE'LL GO SLOW 
WITH THIS... 
SO - - WHY 77 
YOU PRAW 

THE MAP? 


HOW 919 
YOU ESCAPE? 


WITH THE PRAGONS. 


THE DRAGONS WERE 
HOUPING ME IN THE 
CANERN. T PREW 
THE MAP BECAUSE I 
HOPED SOMEONE 
WOULD FIN? IT AND 
COME RESCUE ME, 


ESCAPE? OH, THIS 
IS RIPICULOUS, FONE 
BONE! I WAS NEVER 
IN A PRAGONW’S GAVE! 

IT WAS JUST A 





The Cave 


WELL, THERE’S TH’ MAP! 
... IF IT WASN’T FOR THAT MAP, 2'°D 2 
SWEAR I’D BEEN WITH GRAN’MA BEN E SAY WE WAKE GRAN’MA 
SINCE THE DAY I WAS BORN. UP ANP SHOW IT TO HER: 


NO. LET’S WAIT UNTIL 
AFTER THE RACE. SHE’S GOT 
ENOUGH TO WORRY ABOUT 

RIGHT NOW. 


LET’S KEEP THE MAP A SECRET FOR 


GOOD, LET’S GO 
NOW ... TUS een YOU AND ME, BACK TO BED. 


OKAY. 
iF THAT’S 
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Chapter Three: The Mystery Cow 


\ GOOD MORNING, 
EVERYONE / 


< PO FEEL PRETTY CHIPPER 


El 
> THIS MORNING! MAYBE I'LL GO 
‘OR A TOG - ~ FIFTY OR SIXTY 
SH 


MILE: 





The Great Cow Race 





(ps CN) 
Baa 


te f 
R 





NOW, YOU BOYS DON’T HAVE TO 
STOP YOUR TALKIN’ ON MY 
, 


00D MORNIN’, 
FELLAS! ,- 
es ; YES, WE DO! 
On Fk at | aera 
ons INSTEAD OF YOU! 


ses) 


OH, SONATHAN, THAT'S. Z| 
ALL RIGHT! YOU BET ANY 
WAY YOU WANT? IT DOESN’T 

MATTE 


ALL: 
ATTER TO ME! 11’! A ones 
RACE? ae 
oe 
(ale 
(0 


py 





The Mystery Cow 


COMIN’ RIGHT ARE YOU OKAY? YOU LOOK 
UP, ROSIE! KINDA DOWN. 


LOOK AT YOU! YOU’RE AU 
SLUMPED OVER! C’MON, ROSIE, 
YOU PON’T WANT FOLKS TO 

SEE YOU LIKE THIS’ 


YOU WANT PEOPLE TO BET I APPRECIATE OH, THEY’RE NOT, 
ON YA, DON’TCHA? WELL, WHAT YOU/RE DOING, ARE THEY? 
THEY WON'T UNLESS YOU DEAR. BUT IT’S WHO TOLD YOU 
LOOK LIKE A WINNER? TOO LATE, THAT? 
NOW sit uP! NOBOPY’S BETTIN’ 
ON ME ANYWAY! 





The Great Cow Race 


PAY NO ATTENTION > 
TO WHAT THESE FARMERS 
ARE SAYING! YOU CAN 
WIN! £ HAVE 
FAITH IN YOU! 





The Mystery Cow 


V WICIUS, DEAR... 
TLL BE IN MY ROOM 
UNTIL TH’ RACE STARTS. 
BRING ME THAT TEA WHEN 


‘ YOU GET A CHANCE, 


Co 





SPEAKING OF WHICH... 

A WELL-TO-PO MAN LIKE 
YOURSELF MUST BE THINKING) 

(a OF MAKING A WAGER ON TH’ 

IF YA WANT MY SJ RACE - - A REALLY, REALLY 
AOMCE, YOU'RE 4 BIG WAGER? Le | 


OH, SAY... 
YOUR ENTIRE BAR! 








MYSTERY COW! 


ZA 





The Great Cow Race 


BOY! THAT WAS DELICIOUS! 
LUCIUS’S MENU CERTAINLY HAS YEAH, PHONEY ALWAYS, 
IMPROVED SINCE HE HIREO YOUR WAS A GOOP COOK... 

COUSINS TO WORK IN THE ‘j 

I 


SAY, UM... N 
THORN? 
YOU WANNA WALK 
AROUND TH’ FAIR 


OH. GEE, FONE BONE. 

I’M SORRY. I ALREADY I GUESS I BETTER 
PROMISE? TOM 1/0 WALK fs GET GOING. SEE YOU 
AROUNP WITH HIM. YOU AT THE COW RACE, OKAY? 
REMEMBER TOM = - HE’S. 

THE BOY AT THE 

HONEY-SELLER’S BOOTH. 


<j 
HEY! WHAT’S THIS I WE AIN‘T 

HEAR ABOUT NOBODY BETTIN’ TRYIN’ TO HURT 

ON ROSE? WHAT’S TH’ HER FEELIN’S. BUT 
MATTER WITH YOU GUYS? ) YOU HEARD TH’ 

YOU TRYIN’ TO HURT RUMORS. <] 
HER FEELINGS?! GRAN/MA BEN 

\S WASHEP UP? 





The Mystery Cow 


A HUNDRED TO ONE?! 
—— SEZ WHO?! 


WE KNOW YOURE SWEET ON 


ODDS ARE A HUNDRED TO ONE 
AGAINST HER! q 


YEAH! ASK HIM? 
HELL TELL YA! FOLKS 
ARE LINEP UP FOR 


ASK YER 
COOK! 
HE’S GOT A 


EVERYBOPY’S TALKIN’ 
ABOUT IT/ FASTEST COW 
THAT EVER LIVED! YOU 

OUGHTA GET IN ON 





The Great Cow Race 





The Mystery Cow 


=—ay 
WE WANNA SEE NY 
TH’ MYSTERY COW! 


OKAY, OKAY! ETL TAKE YOU! 
BUT DON’T SAY £ PION’T WARN YA! 


BOOTH INTO A PILE vs SAFE! GIMME Til NOON - - 
OF SPLINTERS? THEN MEET ME AT TH’ OL’ LEANIN’ 
BARN AT TH’ EDGE OF TOWN’ 


YOU GOT TIL NOON, BALDY! 
AN’ THIS BETTER BE 


ONE SCARY COW! - 








The Mystery Cow 


THIS IS JASMINE? 17M WE’RE GOIN’ ONERA 
SHOWIN’ HER AROUN? TO WATCH TH’ 
TH’ FAIR TODAY. TUGGLERS. 
WANNA TAG ALONG? 
Opn {Os 


OSE! 
OKAY, THORN, 
CATCH YA LA 


oe 


! 





The Great Cow Race 


Hi, TED! 

HAVEN‘T SEEN YOU 
IN A WHILE? WHATCHA 
BEEN UP TO? 


WHY DON’T YA 
HORN 


OUT HERE 
IN TH’ WOOPS? 
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The Mysiery Cow 


suy, Hun? AMY | waire ner? SURE? WHY NOT? 
WELL, IF YA CAN'T YOU MEAN IN FACK, THA’S JES 
TELL HER, THEN MAYBE LIKE A ‘TH’ VERY THING! 


YOU SHOULD OUGHTA A POETRY WOULD 
WRITE HER? LET HER KNOW 


HOW YA FEELS? 









WHAT’S TH’ POINT, RIGHT! RIGHT? 
TED? IMEAN... YOU WRITES A 
SHE’S SO A REAL ROWZER OF 
BEAUTIFUL... A RHYME, SEE? 
AN’ I'M SO THEN THORN GETS 
FUNKY LOOKIN’, TH’ ROMANTIC PART 
WITHOUT YOU 
STANDIN’ THERE TO 
REMIND HER HOW 
POOFY LOOKIN’ 


7 YOUR LIPS 1S LiKE 
NOW YER SWOLLEN POOLS. 


TALKIN’: 


SWEEPS HER 
OFF HER FEET? 
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The Great Cow Race 


ATLAST! 


TO HELPS WITH ' LOOK! LOOK! COMRADE, 
TH’ SUIGY PARTS! (TIS HE! THE LITTLE 
BONE CREATURE... 





YES, VM SURE! THE ONE WERE NOT 
ALLOWEP TO EAT HAS A STAR ON ITS 
CHEST / 


NO, IT POES NOT 
INCLUDE THAT/ 
IT INCLUDES 
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The Mystery Cow 


[{ Upon your feet 
You have ten toes, © 
they look just |ike... 
Po- ta- toes / 





The Great Cow Race 


A ave RIGHT, PHONEY BONE! IT’S NOON! 
SHOW US TH’ 


ay 
s ‘SHH. 
i 





The Mystery Cow 


° ie 
ihe ie ‘ 
Zi r = 4 
Siem 4h] 
2 O— MU 





The Great Cow Race 


WHADPYA SAY WE 
GO HAVE A LOOK 


AT HER? 








wire 
7 


NOT ME, BROTHER’ 
I/VE SEEN ENOUGH! 


x THAT MONSTER’S: 
GONNA KIL POOR 
pi Ol’ GRAN’MA BEN! 


a? 
ae 


GY TO TH’ TRACK IF WE 
ZX WANNA GET GOOP 
SEATS’ 
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The Mystery Cow 


wi omer \ ( AYE, AYE, 


oe 
1) 


THIS BE A PIECE 
OF GAKE iF YOU DON’T 
MESS IT UP! |: 


WHAT? 
AND HIDE THIS 
BEAUTIFUL, < 
HANDCRAFTED 
GOW SUIT?’ 
YOU'RE CRAZY? 
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The Great Cow Race 





The Mystery Cow 


GOOD LUCK, GRAN’MA! 
YOU GAN 9O iT? 











LAST TIME I SAW HIM, HE WAS SITTIN’ 
BY HIMSELF AT TH’ BREAKFAST 
TABLE. 


ties 


I WONPER WHAT 
HAPPENEP TO HIM? Ae 
ee f 
Lo Set 8 
<S 
) 
¢ 


is (7 
a =x PD) al 









ae : 7 
ae : 
is 
bUCIUS! HAVE YOU SEEN FONE BONE 
=n 
Ld NOT SINCE THIS 
we > MORNIN’, 
q 


e 
{FONE BONE 


WOULON’T 

MISS THE 

GOW RACE, 
A 













The Great Cow Race 


Peay ku | eltgist 


Js 
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Chapter Four: The Great Cow Race 


LOOKY THERE, PHONEY! 
TH’ COWS ARE A a 
STARTING LINE! 


PERFEGT! 
IT’S NOT TOO LATE 
TO SLIP YOU IN, 
BUT IT IS TOO LATE 
YYONE 


TO GET A GOOD 
LOOK AT YOu! 


ALL THOSE PEOPLE 
PLACED BETS WITH ME 
ON YOU _TO WIR, 

RIGHT? 





The Great Cow Race 


ON |, ANY 
WINS, YOU GET TO KEEP EVERYTHING THAT 
WAS BET ON ME. SATISFIED, CUZ? 


WITH yOu IS J 
ALWAYS SO 
TEMPORARY ! 


PHONEY! HAVE YOU 
SEEN FONE BONE 


PS HE'S MISSING? 
hyd 


TWO MINUTE aNBLL, WELL! N ( 


WARNING, FOLKS!) | ISfie areal 
20 MISSED YOU! 
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I MADE IT BACK susT 
FOR YOU, LUCIUS, < 
Ob’ BUDDY! T HAD A 
FEELIN’ YOU MIGHT 

G SHOW UP! 


The Great Cow Race 


sHootin’ \\ AEN? 


TH’ WORKS! 





The Great Cow Race 


GOULD WE HAVE EVERYONE 
BEHINO TH’ ROPES, PLEASE? 
WE'RE ABOUT TO START 
TH’ COW RACE! 


v 
J x y 


iy AS 


JS 


ae: 


@i\ ay $ : “ate 
de SENS 1 € SJ 

AR x Soe Ys wei ¥ 
ae ah : 


OKAY, EVERYBODY’S HERE! 
THIS IS IT, FOLKS’ 





The Great Cow Race 





The Great Cow Race 





The Great Cow Race 





The Great Cow Race 





The Great Cow Race 








The Great Cow Race 


DON’T MONE A 

MUSCLE, I’M 

ALMOST THERE 
. 


STUPIP. STUPID 
RAT CREATURES! 
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The Great Cow Race 








The Great Cow Race 


RUN, KIDS / rm - ‘A 
THE RAT CREATURES $ =H aN Kea 
ARE APTER ME! pK WN 3 


WHAT/RE 
WE GONNA 
DO? 





The Great Cow Race 


ALL RIGHT, LITTLE MISS 
MYSTERY GOW... 


bk a SB 
ea nay ‘ 

| in 

LEY on 


~.. Z THINK IS { 
TIME £ GOT A GOOD 
LOOK AT You! 


D 
VY, 





The Great Cow Race 


Wuere ARE 
WE 7 


ie 


[7-7 SAY... THAT WASN’T 
AREAL COW! IT WAS ONE OF 
THOSE BONES IN DISGUISE!’ 
7 
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The Great Cow Race 


HERE THEY COME! 
WOW! WHAT HAPPENED?! 
ea 





The Great Cow Race 





The Great Cow Race 





The Great Cow Race 


‘© 


re AL g g a. | 
Koren peXs 


eat 
WERE THEY 
COMES 
HERE THEY i 
CO-n DG 





The Great Cow Race 


ce 

y WD 
SUAS > 
7 Se DP. 
py yg eT | 





The Great Cow Race 





The Great Cow Race 
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The Great Cow Race 
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Chapter Five: Lonesome Road 


IT LOOKS LIKE 
SOME OF THE 
) EGG IS HARDENING 
| AND HE CAN“T MOVE 
HIS MOUTH? 
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The Great Cow Race 


\t’s ABOUT TIME!’ GET 
ME DOWN FROM HERE// 


THIS IS AN OUTRAGE? MY HANDS ARE 
GOIN’ TO SLEEP! 


TO A STAKE ANP HIT 
WITH EGGS! 


AN’ TO WORK 
YOU AN’ SMI 


OFF YER DEBTS, 
LEY 


AT GRAN’MA/S, ANP WASHIN’ DISHES 
FOR ME AT TH’ TAVERN? 





Lonesome Road 


TH WAY ¥ SEE (T, 
YOU BOYS ARE 
LUCKY TO BE ALIVE? 


= WON’T 9O IT? 
yOu CAN’S MAKE ME’ 


Y fax Sal 


os 
<7 
x 





The Great Cow Race 


MAYBE FONE BONE’S 
PRAGON WILL PROTECT US. 
uy 


be 





Lonesome Road 





; @ ye hp 
yy 
Te 
, wee’ 
BF 


NY 
thd 9 
™ ~ i; i 
s fi H 
RNAS 
“A f= 
| ek aS 








The Great Cows Race 
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Lonesome Road 


THIS HOLLOW 
WILL BE A GOOD 
PLACE TO HIDE WE’LL HAVE TO HIDE 
FOR A FEW PAYS? FOR THE REST OF 
OUR LIVES? 
WE DION’T MEAN FOR IT 

TO HAPPEN; 
WHAT’LL WE PO 






NO ONE IS GOING TO 
FIND OUT ANYTHING! 


NOW GET IN THE 
HOLLOW AND STOP 
YOuR BABBLING’ 
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WHAT’S GOING TO 
HAPPEN TO US, 
COMRAPE? 


vOIT? 
IT WAS YOUR 
WEA? 





The Great Cow Race 


ALL £ WANTEP TO 9O 
WE SHOULD HAVE NEVER WAS CATCH THE LITTLE 
“ ) TRIED TO GET AWAY FONE BONE CREATURE! 
WITH IT! ca os e 
Pe oo z ‘ 
a a / A , “ 






















IT TO KINGPOK! 
YOU WANTED TO CATCH IT 





“FORGET KINGPOK,” YOU SAID! 
“IF WE KEEP THE BONE CREATURE 
FOR OURSELVES, WE 
CAN DO ANYTHING WE WANT : 


WITH IT,” YOU 


UNLESS, OF COURSE, WE 
RUN INTO ANOTHER PATROL 
AND END UP IN THE MIDPLE OF THE 






oc0con! 
WE’RE DEAD! 





Lonesome Road 


4 


BEN 4 
is iil : . ( 





The Great Cow Race 


WHILE YOU’RE 
UP THERE, TRY TO FIND 


: 


TO GET THE 
GRASSES? 





Lonesome Road 


YES, COMRADE! 
ANYTHING ELSE? 
WATER IF WE 


PLAN ON HIPING 
OUT HERE. 


Ly any 
, 
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The Great Cow Race 


IT WAS A 
BIT SCARY, BUT 
DON’T FORGET 
& FOUGHT TH’ 
RATS BACK IN 
TH’ BIG WAR! 


THE RAT CREATURES 
HAD US SURROUNDED, 
DEAR. I HAP TO 
GET A UTTLE 
ROUGH. 


ROSE, I’M SERIOUS! 
THIS WASN’T SOME 
BACKWOODS RAID 
ON LIVESTOCK! 


THIS WAS A FULL- 
FLEDGED ATTACK! 
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Lonesome Road 


E THAT'S ALSO WHY I ASKED YOU RIGHT NOW, 2 
TO HELP ME RESCUE THE BONE COUSINS THEYRE THE 
FROM TH’ FOLKS THEY SWINPLED! 


ATTACKED tH’ § 
FARM HOUSE 
BECAUSE THEY 
WERE LOOKING 
FOR THE 


LITTLE, RUNT Hi 
ONE WAS A OF RAT CREATURES BEFORE 
THEY CAME TO OUR VALLEY. 


E, 
PHONEY B 
TROUBLEMAKER!! 


HMM, 
WHAT ABOUT TH’ 
GOOFY ONE? SMILEY? 





The Great Cow Race 


THEN WHAT ARE WE iO 
DOIN’ HERE? IF THOSE LAY Low?! 
CREATURES COME BACK Y abou’ THEY ATTACKED THEY DIDN'T 
WITH A BIGGER WAR PARTY, COW RACE ATTACK TH’ RACE. 
WE WON'T BE ABLE TO ORK, AND Re THEY WERE 
AS SUPRISE? AS 


HObD ‘EM OFF! 
WE WERE? 





Lonesome Road 


I HAVENT DECIDED 
SO, LITTLE FONE BONE ‘WS WHAT TO O, LUCIUS. 
REALLY POES KNOW ABOUT TOL? HER SHE MIGHT BE IN MORE 
THE DR a TH’ REST? DANGER IF SHE KNOWS! 
Boe SHE HASN’T REACHED THE 
TURNING, YET. 





+e. THERE’S STILL TH’ POSSIBILITY 
THAT THIS IS BETWEEN THE 
RAT CREATURES AND THE BONES, 
AND HAS NOTHING TO 0O 
WITH THORN. 








BUT FIRST, WE BETTER “ 
TRY TO GET SOME SLEEP) “, 
WHILE TH’ SUN IS OUT! 


The Great Cow Race 


OKAY, KIPS’ LISTEN UP! 


WE’RE ALL BEAT FROM TRAVELING 
ALL NIGHT! LET’S TRY TO GET 
SOME SHUT-EYE! 


Tt 
SOME SLEEP 
ON TH’ ROAD? 





Lonesome Road 





The Great Cow Race 






TL know that I am short, |’ 
bald, and have a 


Signed, 


a secret admirer 





258 


Chapier Six: Up on the Roof 











mal 


A\ 
: 


Be 








_ 


v 
4 


aves ( 
lara 


eS ee] 


q 





"aid WORST VEO 


The Great Cow Race 









4 WHAT TH’ HECK’VE 
IN 





YOU BEE "22 YEAH. 
WHY BIPN’T YOU TAKE I WAS 
TH’ ROPE? YOU KNEW I CONTEMPLATIN’ 
S TH’ SCALE OF 


WA: 4 
OTHER SIDE OF 
TH’ ROOF WAITIN’ 

” 






I MEAN, MAYBE 
WE'RE NOT THINKIN” 
UGH! < 


HANE WE REALLY 
COVERED ALL TH’ 
ANGLES? 


STAY WITH ME, NOW! 

Z JUST WANNA RUN THIS BY 
YOU - - TAKE YOUR 
TEMPERATURE ON IT - - 
SEE IF YOURE 


OKAY, PAY ATTENTION. 
AT IS IT 
WE'VE REALLY: CON HERE? 


SEE, WHAT 3 THINK WE'VE GOT 
(S THIS REALLY BIG 
HOE? 





WAIT FOR 
ME! 
WAIT FOR 
ME! 


hw 
Ww 
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Up on the Roof 


HOLD My HAT WE SHOULP TAKE 
FOR A MINUTE, 


WILL YA? 


ATRIUM... 


IN BONEVILLE. 
YOU WERE TH’ 
VILLAGE IDIOT, 


LT USED TO DO THAT 
FOR ALOT OF FOLKS! 
HELP “EM OUT. 

I bIKE TO PO THAT. 
T LUKE TO 
HELP PEOPLE’ 


APVANTAGE OF THIS: 
SOUTH EASTERN EXPOSURE. 
NOW, I PON/T KNOW 
ABOUT YOu, BUT I’M 
PICTURING A GLASSED-IN 


«. AN’ HERE’S 
WHERE WE PUT 
TH’ SACUEZS 


ACTUALLY, I WORKED FOR MY 
COUSIN PHONEY. HE WAS TH’ RICHEST 
BONE IN BONEVILLE, BEFORE 
THEY RAN US OUTTA TOWN. 

I PIPN’T WORK FOR HiM ALL TH’ TIME 
THOUGH. JUST KINPA PIP OPP TOBS FOR 
HIM WHENEVER HE NEEDED 
SOMETHIN’ PONE. 


TORTURE 
PEOPLE IS 
MORE LIKE 
It. NOW YOU GOT 
ME HOMESICK! 
I MISS 
BONEVILLE/ 





The Great Cow Race 


THERE WAS THIS 
GREAT PLACE DOWN IN 
PARK BY THE O! 
BIG JOHNSON BONE 


WHERE YOU COULD 
‘SIT AN’ FEED TH’ BIRDS. ... 


SMILEY! 
2M NOT HANGIN’ 
AROUND HERE FOR MY 
HEALTH! 3/M 
TRYIN’ TO FIX 
’ TH’ ROOFS! 


(a 3 
y 


{3 
| BES yy) 
A 





\ 
"ta a 


_——e 
WELL, IF HALF OF TH’ 
HOW MANY PILE iS FOR YOUR SIDE OF 


\S THAT? E TH’ ROOF, AN’ HALF IS 
THERE’S A NT FOR MY SIDE, 
WHOLE PILE YOU FIGURE IT Out’ 
UNDER HERE. 





Up on the Roof 


UH, OH, FRAG TIONS! 
I’M NO. GOOP AT THIS! 
YoPius V2... 
3 J ORAY vee 
WHAT PO vou 70 wiTH... 
THE DENOMINATOR 


TWO ANI 
HALF! WAIT! 


REA 
A 
0 TH ROPE'S., 
TOO SHORT! 
2 
Lb 


WS 


Kes) 


stor It? I> WHADPYA WANNA GO BACK TO 
GH IN THERE y BONEVILLE FOR?! IT’S NOT EROUGH FUN 
CTH a“ z-\| | ro TORTURE reorte HERE?! 4 
PILE? eS > ne 
FARO 
Qo : on" G Xx E: fs % . 
= i eer 
SG AS : Ge x . 
ro / p ( 
Ww ; 
BX<n ; = 
y 














The Great Cow Race 


BUT IT*L BO. 


wi 
3 
Ee 
bg 

a 








Book Three 


Eyes of the Storm 


Chapter One: Watch Duty 


HIGH ALOFT IN TH? 
GROSS-TREES WAS: 
THAT MAD TASHTEGO! 


AS HE STOO? HOVERING OVER YOU 
HALF SUSPENDED IN AIR, SO WILDLY AND 
EAGERLY PEERING TOWARPS THE HORIZON, 
YOU WOULP HAVE THOUGHT HIM SOME 
PROPHET OR SEER BEHOLDING THE SHAPOWS 
OF FATE, ANO BY THOSE WILD CRIES 
ANNOUNCING THEIR COMING ~ -= 


“THAR SHE BLOWS! 
THERE! THERE! THERE !/ 
SHE BLOWS! SHE BLOWG! 


ai 


7 we 


~ WHAT IN TH” xe 
WORLD IS GOIN’ 
ON HERE?! 


WHY NOT? YOU 
WERE pte Iv 
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Eyes of the Storm 






< SEE YOU BEEN 
WORKIN’ ON TH’ FARMHOUSE’ 
HOW’S THAT GOIN’? 


on, You KNOW ME, BONE! 
I’M ALWAYS CHECKIN’ UP 
ON THINGS - - 









AN’ NOT A MOMENT TOO SOON! 
YOU NEVER KNOW WHEN THOSE 
HOOLIGANS MIGHT COME BACK! 


THE RAT GREATURES DID 
A LOT OF DAMAGE! 





[GRAN MA THINKS WELL, YOURE NO, MAM! 
TH’ RAT CREATURES }{ PROBABLY ALL WEYRE ALL SLEEPIN’ 
WILL STAY AWAY RIGHT PURI INPOORS! 
FOR A WHILE, TH DAYTIME, In TH BIg ROOM | 7 SSHIRE ROOF. 
BUT CONT TARE DOWNSTAIRS! THE BEPROOMS 


UPSTAIRS. 


SLEEPIN’ OUTSIDE, 
you? 





Watch Duty 


AN’ WHAT ABOUT THAT GREEDY COUSIN SERVES HIM RIGHT! WELL, 17 LOVE << 
OF YOURS? PHONEY BONE? 1 HEAR HE TO STAY AN’ GOSSIP ALL DAY, BUT T LEFT 
CAUSED QUITE ARUCKUSAT THAT TH’ KIDS WITH MIZ HEDGEHOG, AN’ £ 
GOW RACE! PROMISED I WOULDN'T BE GONE LONG. 
HERE, BONE! 


GRANMYN’S 
MAKIN’ HI 





THAT’S WONPERFUL! 
OKAY! NOW IT REALLY 
MUST BE LEAVING! 

IF YOU NEED ANYTHING 
AT ALL, YOU TUST 
HOLLER, 

YOU HEAR? 


FIN? OUT HOW YOUR 
GRANDMOTHER DIP IN 
TH’ RACE, DEAR! 





OH! AND THAT 
STUFF IN TH’ PAN? 
IF YOU HAVE ANY LEAKS 
IN THAT NEW ROOF 
OF YOURS -- ++ 


GOO OVER IT! 
1 
SEALS UP ANYTHING! OROPPING BY, 


GUARANTEED? MIZ POSSUM. 


THANKS FOR 
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Eyes of the Storm 





SHE’S RIGHT ABOUT NOT 
TAKING GHANCES AFTER DARK. 
WE SHOUL? START BACK, 


YOU SHOULD GET 
SOME SLEEP. 
I PON’T MING 
STAYING UP BY 
MYSELF. 


IL STAY UP 
WITH YA IF 
YA WANT. 


T HAVE! 
DAYS NOW, BUT I KEEP WAITING. I’M 
ALMOST AFRAID TO GO TO SLEEP 


WHO’S TURN 
IS IT TO STAY 
UP ON WATCH 

ouTY? 


BESIDES, AS LONG AS I’M 
AWAKE, IT CAN’T HAVE ANY MORE 
OF THOSE DREAMS! 


YOU HAVE 
ANOTHER WEIR? 
DREAM? 


Y’KNOW, I CANT 
THINK OF A 
SINGLE PREAM IVE 
HAD SINCE I CAME 
TO THIS VALLEY. 


NOT ONE? 
PO YOU USUALLY 
REMEMBER YOUR 
DREAMS? 





Watch Duty 


HMM, q 
WELL, THINGS ARE 


ALOT DIFFERENT HERE 
THAN THEY ARE IN 
BONNEVILLE! MAYBE 

YOU JUST NEED SOME 

TIME TO APSUST. 





















ME?! 
BOY! S’LL TELL YA 
WHO NEEDS TO PO 
A UTTLE ADJUSTING! 
PHONEY BONE/ 










L ALWAYS 
REMEMBER MY 
OREAMS! 


















AROUND HERE! 
AT LEAST HE’S STOPPEP 
COMPLAINING ABOUT 4 
HiS CHORES! 







YEAH. PHONEY SURE 
LOVE? HiS MONEY! 


GIVEN TO SEE HIS FACE 
WHEN HE FOUN? OUT YOU 
DON’T USE MONEY HERE! 





WHAT IT MUST BE LIKE TO FIN? 
YOURSELF IN A PLACE WHERE 

EVERYTHING YOU VALUE [IS 
COMPLETELY WORTHLESS! 









LEARNS! 





YOURE RIGHT! 
A LITTLE 
HONEST WORK, 
ANP? 


CLEAN, SIMPLE 
LIVING WILL 
00 HIM 
GOOD! 






TH’ FLOOR WHEN 
HE FIGURED OUT 
YOUR WHOLE 
ECONOMY 
\S BASE? 
ON POULTRY 









Eyes of the Storm 


HEY, FONE BONE, PHONEY’S ) (WHAT TH’ HECK IS 
COME UP WITH A NEW PLANS | TAKIN’ YOU SO LONG?. 
. , 


EE VION £ 
SEAN hth pli 


= —— = 





Watch Duty 
















pip YOu 
HEAR THAT? 
THERE’S SOMEONE 
me OUT THERE! 

WE'VE BEEN 


















HOLP ON! HOLP ON! 
I'LL TAKE A 
LooK! 
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WELL, YOU'D BE 
SUMPY, TOO, IF YOL/D 

BEEN HIDING IN A 
HOLE IN TH’ GROUND 

FOR FOUR DAYS! 


Eyes of the Storm 


ARE YOU SURE? 
I THOUGHT I HEARD 
SOMETHING MOVING 
UP THERE! WOULD YOU RELAX? 
NOBODY IS GOINS TO 
FIND US! 
QUIT BEIN SO 


I HAVE BEEN I HAVEN'T 
HIPING IN A & HAVE THIS FEELING STOPPED 
HOLE IN TH’ GROUND? THAT WE’RE BEING CHECKING 
WATCHED! IN FOUR DAYS!! 
WHY PONT 


PROMISE ME YOu 
YOU'LL KEEP CHECK FOR 
CHECKING! A WHILE?! 


BUT \F THERE’S 
SOMEONE OUT THERE, 
IT WAS YOU WHO STARTEO THAT 
RIOT AT THE COW RACE! 
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Watch Duty 


WASN'T ANYBOPY OUT THERE 
WAS THERE? 


KINGPOK WiLL NEVER FIN? US 
WE’/RE SAFE HERE! NOW SHUT-UP 
AN? GO TO SLEEP! 
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Eyes of the Storm 


£ CANT SLEEP! 
MY NERVES 
ARE SHOT! 
AN? IT’S ALL NERVES ARE 
BECAUSE OF SHOT BECAUSE 
you! YOURE A PAIN 
IN TH’ BUTT’ 


bON’T YOU 
TAKE THAT 
TONE OF 
VOICE WITH 
yeu 


ALL RIGHT: 
ALL RIGHT: 
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Watch Duty 


THERE! SATISFIED?! 
THERE’S NO ONE 









NOW, GO TO SLEEP, 
YOU Bie, FAT PAIN 





YOUR MAZESTY? 
FANCY MEETING 
YOU HERE’ 
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Eyes of the Storm 


KINGDOK’ 
iT WAS 
HIS IDEA’ 
x TRIED TO 
STOP HIM! 


AGGIPENT, SIRE! 
WE PIPN’T MEAN TO 


WOMAN, AN? £ 
REALLY HATE THOSE 
sturio 

GOW RACES’ 


AM © ROT KINGPOK?! 


Z WILL DISCIPLINE MY TROOPS 
THE WAY = SEE Fit’! x 





Watch Duty 


THOUGHT YOU MIGHT 

ENTOY A GOOD, HOT 
MEAL TONGHT! 

THEYRE ALL SKINNED 
AN’ EVERYTHING! 
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oS 


i? JOB, 


OO! 5 
CARRY ON! 





Eyes of the Storm 








Watch Duty 


Wy 


WHAT ARE AA: a 
YOU DOING? : 


_ LAM LEARNING 
TO PLAY. THE 


PRACTICING. 
YOU ARE A . 





Eues of the Storm 





Watch Duty 


Se 
CPEs V2 la i HAVE 
| | : 

eal i 


me 


Wi Ti Se 





Eyes of the Storm 








Eyes of the Storm 


=~ THERE! THERE! FS 
p—THERE! ue 


she grows! 


= sie BLOWS! 








Chapter Two: Moby Bone 


b 
J 
o 
lg 
eo Ae 
, ae 
PHL 
Y Sh) 
1%, 
Vy 





WE DON’T WANT HIM TO 
GET AWAY, MR. ISHMAEL 





Eyes of the Storm 


PHONEY BONE! DON’T WHEN YER ON MY 
YOU RECOGNIZE ME? 2) - . SHIP. YE“. APORESS 
IT’S ME" ME AS GAPTAIN AHAB! 
1. NOW HELP ME GET THIS 
; BOAT OVER TH’ SIDE’ 


ITS HIM! ITS PY 
MOBY DICK! J 


PHONEY! STOP! 


THAT'S NOT MOBY 
PICKIITS ee ™ yo \ 


Odes” 


HANG ON, LAPS 
th) WE'RE GOIN’ FER TH” 
<n) SRT RIDE OF OUR LIVES! 


Pie. 
Y 
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Moby Bone 


vel yey! 2 
(WITT. \ 





Eyes of the Storm 


CONE BACK!/ 


5 Ez DONT LENE 
hi = EEE! = 





Moby Bone 
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Eyes of the Storm 





Moby Bone 


WONPER WHERE 
EVERYBODY IS? 
JONEY? 


HELLO? 


GRAN’MA? 
THORN? 





Eyes of the Storm 


ON YER 
LOVE POETRYS 
FOR 
THORN? 


BOY! T'LL SAY! | [mas one 2oEswr 
I READ THAT ONE YOU RAT GREATURES 
LEFT IN TH’ FOREST! INTERRUPTED 


pen Rireet ME! THANK “EM? 
YOU HAS TEN TOES, at) Lap Ad 


‘Ou 
eA eS GES LIKE FLAVOR? 
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Moby Bone 


ILL BE SURE AN’ DON’T WORRY 
TO MENTION IT, BOUT NO ONE ELSE 
NEXT TIME THEY READIN’ THAT 

TRY TO LOVE POETRY! 

EAT ME! L TORE THAT 
STINKER UP TO 
KINGDOM GOME! 


WELL, I KINPA GRANNY AN’ LUCIUS 
OVERSLEPT. {S PLOWIN’ UP TH’ 
I WASN’T BAGK FIELD, AN’ 
SURE WHERE THORN !S DOWN 
ENERYBOPY GETTIN’ WATER, AN? 
WAS! YER COUSINS IS 
OFF SOMEWHERES: 
TAKIN’ A BREAK! 


Loa 


WELL, I’SE OFF? 
A BUG’S DAY'S 
GHOGK FULL OF 
WPORTANT LITTLE 
DETAILS TO ATTEND 
TO! SEE YA, 
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OKAY, OKAY. 


I GET TH’ 
IPEA, 


WORK ON MY 
NEW POEM 
FOR THORN! 


SO _WHAT/RE 
YOU DOIN’ HERE, 
INSTEAD OF DOWN 
AT TH’ SPRINGS 
FETCHIN’ FRESH 
WATER WITH 


HEY, TH PAYS 
HALF OVER, 
BONE! 
GET WITH IT, 
MAN! 





NOW TO FIND A NICE, 
QUIET SPOT TO 
WRITE! 


THIS LOOKS GOOD! A SUN DRENCHED 
L MEAPOW BESPECKLED WITH WILD 
FLOWERS, AN’ TH’ AIR FILLED WITH 
WAFTEP SCENTS OF HONEYSUCKLE 
AN’ MARIGOLPS! 







” 


OH, YES! THIS IS GOOD! 
THIS IS REAL GOOD! 


I WONDER WHAT RHYMES WITH 
SMOO: WN 


THIGH? 


J BMA, HMM, AMAA, 
MMM, 









Eyes of the Storm 


PREFERABLY 
SOME PLACE 


YEAH, YEAH! THIS IS TH’ PERFECT 
PLACE TO WORK ON MY ULTIMATE 
EXPRESSION OF LOVE FOR THORN? 
LET’S SEE... AROSE IS A ROSE 
ISA ...HUM TE PUM... 


Hi, FONE BONE? 
WHATCHA WORKIN’ 
ON? 





Moby Bone 





NO, THAT’S OKAY. 
INE GOTIT... 





«+200 YOU REMEMBER 
YOUR DREAM? 


NOTHIN’? 





YESTERDAY YOU TOLO ME YOU COULDN’T 
REMEMBER A SINGLE DREAM YOUVE HAD 
SINCE COMING TO THE VALLEY - - 
WELL, THIS MORNING WHEN I SAW YOU 
WERE HAVING A DREAM, 
LET YOU 
SLEEP IN! 


VY <Me 
HUGE! 
LIKE A MOUNTAIN? 
AN’ HE WAS 
LOOKIN’ AT ME 


WITH THESE 
REALLY INTENSE 
EYES? 


IT WAS WEIRO! 
I WAS ON 
A SHIP - - 


AN’ RIGHT BEFORE T WOKE UP, 
THE DRAGON ROSE UP OUT 
OF TH’ OCEAN! 





Eyes of the Storm 


=~ 

WE SHOULP TALK 
ABOUT THIS 
TONIGHT, 


i PONT YOU THINK 
Hoo, HEE DAISIES WOULD HAVE 
Z HOPE YOU SET OFF MY EYES 

DON’T THINK BETTER? 





Moby Bone 


LOVE LIFE HASN’T NO. 


UAPROVED MUCH. NOT THAT IT’S 
HAS IT? ANY OF YOUR 


BUSINESS? 


HEY, WAIT A MINUTE, 
DRAGON! YOU GOTTA 
HEAR ABOUT THIS DREAM 
TE HAP LAST NIGHT! YOU WERE JUST 
YOu WERE INIT! STARIN’ AT ME! 
WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
YOU THINK IT’S 
WEIRD THAT ID 
HAVE A CREAM 
LIKE THAT?, 


INTRUDER IN HER 
DREAMS LAST NIGHT. 


SO PIP YOu. 


FAIR ENOUGH. 
TL BE ON 
MY WAY. 





Eyes of the Storm 


ey, YOU! 
us 


STAY OUTTA 
My DREAMS! 
Qo S Cy, 


THAT iS SPOOKY! 
THAT IS REALLY 
OOKY! 





Moby Bone 


HOW TH’ HEGK PID 
HE KNOW Tf WAS ISHMAEL 
DREAM: 


[ HOWDY, FONE BONE? 
FINALLY GOT UP, 
i SEE! 


YOU DOIN’? 
WRITIN’? SOMETHIN’? 
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Eyes of the Storm 


WELL. WELL, WHAT HAVE) % 
WE HERE? POETRY? MISSIVES ‘A ROSE IS A ROSE 
OF LOVE TO OUR DEAR, AND 1S A ROSE, { 
INCREDIBLY GOOD LOOKING Bur YOU, My SWEET 


FRIEND THORN? PETUNA, 
IS A ROSE THAT MY 


NOSE ONLY KNOWS!“ 


WHAT’S THAT 
SUPPOSE? TO 
MEAN? 





es FONE ‘BONE! fon JEEZ! THORN 
WRITIN’ LOVE POEMS MUST THINK YOU'RE 
TO A GIRL, HUH? A DROOLING INOT 
HOW MANY OF THESE THINGS 
HAVE YOU WRITTEN TO HER? 


SHE DOES 


i 
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Moby Bone 


YOU'RE LETTIN’ THESE I SEE HOW YOU JUMP WHENEVER 


WON ‘Bone Mae THORN WANTS YOU TO PO SOMETHING! 


i 2 OH, YEAH? WELL, YOU DON’T SEE 
PHONEY! GRAN’MA BEN ME AN’ SMILEY DROP EVERYTHING 
ANP THORN ARE GIVING US A AN’ GO RUNNIN’ EVERY TIME 
PLACE TO LIVE! WE THORN AN’ GRAN’MA BEN 


HAVE TO HELP OuT SN. EIR FINGERS! 
WITH TH’ GHORES! pelaewed 


GRAN’ MAS 
WE'RE 
COMIN’? 





Eyes of the Storm 


HOLD 11, Boys! I 





L DIPN’T CALL YA TO EAT DINNER, YA 
WIOTS! L WANT YA TO 
MAKE PINNER’ 
YEAH, WHAT’S 
GOIN’ ON? 
IT’S WAY TOO 
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Moby Bone 


I WANT YOU BOYS TO CATCH 
YOURSELVES FOUR CHICKENS? 
WHEN SMILEYS GOT THAT WATER 
GOIN’ NIGE AN’ HOT, DIP TH’ BIRPS 
INIT! Z WANT EVERY ONE OF THEM 
FEATHERS 
GONE, SO SOAK 
‘EM GOOD? I BETTER 
BE SMELLIN’ 
WET FEATHERS 
BACK HERE! 


OF COURSE NOT, DEAR. 
YOURE GONNA CUT THEIR HEADS 
OFF FIRST. 


WHAT'S TH’ MATTER? 
AIN’T YOU BOYS EVER CHOPPED 
TH’ HEAD OFF A CHICKEN 


WE’RE GONNA 
SOIL ‘EM 
ALIVE?! 


YARO? = SQUIRTIN’ 
BLOOD AN’ 
STUFF? 


OH, FER HEAVEN’S SAKES/ IF YA 
CAN’T HANDLE A LITTLE FLAPPIN’ 
AROUNP, SUST GRAB TH’ CHICKEN 
BY TH’ NECK AN’ GIVE HER 
A GOOD 


GRANK 
OVER YOUR 
HEAD - = 
THAT’LL KILL 
HER FIRST! 





Eyes of the Storm 





Chapter Three: Road Trip 












SX. CAH RIGHT, YOU LAZY BONES! 
LK \ \e WAKEITUP! <8 












TOPAY?? 
RIGHT NOW? 
| CAW. SEER? 
\ IT'S STILL 
\ PARK OUT! 








THAT’S RIGHT! ALL TH’ CHORES ARE 
-| DONE © © ALL THE SPRING PLANTING’S 
YOU KNOW WHAT 


AS OF THIS MOMENT. 
BOYS ARE 


ro MINE 






WITH ME TO START W 
THAT 100 TO 1 LONGSHOT BET’ 


ol 
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THIS IS ALL YOUR FAULT, 


KNOCK IT OFF! YOU TWO BE 
NOT GRAP 


THIS TH’ WHOLE WAY TO 
BARRELHAVEN! 


NOW, C/MON, 
Lets Go! 


ARE WE GONNA 


EAT BREAKFAST 


How pip you 
SLEEP LAST NIGHT, 
FONE BONE? 


TTER 
AROUND LIKE 


Eyes of the Storm 


E GONNA 90?! 
£ CANT T 


WHAT ELSE 
WAS 


BALLAST! 
THAT'S ALL 


YOU WERE! 
RUST 


yOu TO 00 


ANYTHING 


BALAS-S1! 


HAPPINESS 
ABOUNDING! 
ROAP RATIONS’ 
£ LOVE THOSE 


va 
Bo ee fa 


EVERYB0D 
aus 
MOVE It? 


E SLEPT PRETTY HARD. 
NO NEW DREAMS FOR ME, 


EITHER, 





Road Trip 












GOOD MORNING, 
EVERYONE! MY! DON’T 

WE LOOK BRIGHT 
< AND BUSHY-TAILED! 






HEY GRAN’MA! 
DIP YOU PACK 
ANY OF THOSE HARD 
LITTLE STUFFED 
BREAD THINGIES 
FOR ME? 










OF COURSE, DEAR. WHAT PO YOU IT’S TOO EARLY 
I MAPE THEM TWO THINK, ROSE? : TO SAY. IT MAY 
\S TH? WEATHER RAIN BEFORE YOU 

GONNA f GET TO TH’ VILLAGE. 
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Eyes of the Storm 


YES, YOU GET TO 
CHOOSE! YOu DIDN'T 
BET ON TH’ COW RACE! 
YOURE WELCOME TO 
STAY HERE ON TH’ FARM 


WE'LL BE BACK 
IN A FEW DAYS, 


ROSE, 
TAKE CARE OF 


NE GOT A FEW N THAT'S A FINE 
THINGS TO FINISH UP (DEA! BUT FEED TH’ 
BEFORE BREAKFAST. Bou CHICKENS FIRST! 
YOU TWO KNOW WHAT 

YOU'RE. GONNA 
PO TODAY? 





Road Trip 





Eyes of the Storm 


IT WAS A LONG , 
TIME AGO. - URTED. 

ALOT OF FOLKS THOUGHT WE 
WERE GONNA GET HITCHED, .. 


meee L 
SHE WAS A 
BEAUTIFUL WOMAN oo 


TH 
BEAUTIFUL WOMAN IN ‘TH’ 
WHOLE VALLEY... 

















v4 
SO WHAT HAPPENED? 

WHY PIPN’T YOU 
GET MARRIED? 









ay Ww ie 
HMM, THAT 
SHE DIP) f , 
STORM IS BLOWIN 
(WANT / IN A LOT FASTER 
: THAN I THOUGHT. 
aj an 


NT 
°. 
Gy sake 2 


THERE’S SOMEONE 
FOLLOWING US’ 





Road Trip 


'T WENT INTO TH’ 
BUSHES’ IT WAS A 
RAT CREATURE! 


ROSE ISN’T ALWAYS 
RIGHT. WE’RE 


IOUGH 
GRAN’MA BEN 
SAID IT WAS SAFE 
TO MAKE THIS 
TRIPS! 





a as 


Eyes of the Storm 


BORE sihirg: ANZ 
en eae LOU A - i 
Lb: gitlllite. « 


YEAH! THESE ARE GRAN’MA’S 
GOOP LUCK CHARMS 
SHE BROUGHT WITH HER 
FROM THE SOUTH. 





Road Trip 


HAVE YOU EVER WALKED? 
IN OOPS AT NIGHT 
CROSS A 


SPOT? ANP 
SUDDENLY A CHILL RUNS 
UP YOUR SPINE? 





THEY’RE SUPPOSED TO BE OPENINGS 
TO THE SPIRIT WORLD. 
Z GUESS IN THE OLD DAYS, 
THEY WERE PRETTY DANGEROUS, 


WAS NEVER HEARD FROM 
AGAIN’ 
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Eyes of the Storm 


it FELT 


, HERE IT 

PROP! COMES? 
THINK TH’ RUN FOR 

STORM iS , 
GON THE BARN! 















% Nw 
AN 
N 


AeA rah 
Von AN 


~ 
Ww S N 
\; ‘ i A 
SN ie SNe ( ‘ 
a ‘e FO | antl 


A \\. 
ry ii a " 


wore aa) ve 


Sy ava i) 
AON 4 NNN 


\ 













Road Trip 







{T ONLY RAINED 
Sales FOR ACRES 4 
I/M SOAKED! a 


——— 


LISTEN TO ALL 
LET'S THE PROPS 
SIT POWN =< 
\ 
I LOVE BEING IN | 
THE BARN WHEN | 
__'T STORMS. 
le * — 


I HOPE PHONEY 
ANP SMILEY ARE 


£ WASN’T 
THINKING: 
ABOUT 


THE 





Eyes of the Storm 


I’M SURE THEYRE : 
SAFE. LUCIUS WILL +++ OR THE DRAGON 
PROTECT THEM... WILL, 
Ul A a ASQ 7% 
"y q an 
3 | | ]))e 
: | 













RI 
Lk 
iC. 
it 
: | 















IT'S TIME TO 
TALK ABOUT THE 
DREAMS... 





Road Trip 





Eyes of the Storm 


Loo 
(" HERE. TAKE THIS KNIFE AN’ KEEP 
> YER HEAD DO" "NA 


GONNA TRY TO STALL ‘EM 
SO SMILEY CAN GET PAST US... 
“ 


WHAT 01 
Lr 00? 
WHAT Pi 
tr pO? 

ne. 

j i@ 


= 
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Eyes of the Storm 








Da 
f°4 
~~ oy 
| 
ah 


Se 
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ai 
cS 
\' 

gas 
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SS ee ~ s, 7 rr 
Drivariicrgn tM 
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a ae 











no, SHR NEP 





oo 


Road Trip 


¥ 
XA 


Pls 
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Road Trip 


u-- 
you va 
You'Re CkAzy // 





| | aaa Hil | 
) 


IS EVERYTHING — \| 
EDO WITH YOU TWO 
80YS | 


m Mil 


a i) 


| 





| 


AW lait | | | 


es 

———— 

——— i = 

( Se 
eo 
—— Ss 
——— 5 ies 
= KA 
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Eyes of the Storm 












Tn THE ovo Tes it was We 00 you 
| BELIEVED OUR ANCESTORS 
COUL? MOVE THROUGH 
THE SPIRIT WORLD AND VISIT 


DREAMS 
ARE WINDOWS: 








WELL, I PON’T KNOW 
ANYTHING ABOUT 
SPIRIT WORLPS, BUT 
IT SURE SEEMS LIKE 
THE DRAGON PAID ME 
A NISIT THE OTHER 
NIGHT... 











OTHER PEOPLE’S 
DREAMS. 






HIS HEA9 APPEARED IN MY DREAM 
BREAKING THROUGH THE SURFACE OF 
THE OCEAN ... WHEN I TOLD HIM 
ABOUT IT THE NEXT PAY, HE SAYS, 
WELCOME ABOARD, ISHMAEL 


ONLY. 
THE WEIRD THING IS 
I NEVER TOLD HIM 
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Road Trip 
















HE SAID SCARY, HUH? HOW’? HE 
ISHMAEL? KNOW WHAT I WAS 
OREAMING ABOUT? 


IN MY PREAM? IT DON’T 
KNOW ... 


IT WAS A HOOVED 
FIGURE. WHOEVER - ~ OR 
WHATENER - - IT WAS, 
TWAS VERY 

FRIGHTENED, 


AN? HE 
KNEW ABOUT 
THAT CREEPY 
@uy IN YOUR 
OREAM, TOO! 

SO WHO 
WAS THAT? 





AN? A YES, THAT WAS DREAMS 
HE HAD YOUR GROUP OF THE DREAM USED dnenbone, DRAGONS 
FACE, BUT I THINK... HOODED PEOPLE TO HAVE ASA ANP HOODED PEOPLE! 
HE WAS JUST USING IT || WERE TAKING YOU UTTLE GIRL. THERE’S A PATTERN, 
TO LURE ME TO HIM, OVER THE I WONDER HOW HERE, THORN! 
MOUNTAINS TO | |SAFE IT IS FOR US SOMETHING'S 
LIVE WITH TO BE TALKING GOING ON! 
THE DRAGONS ...| |ABOUT THIS... 


GRAN’MA BEN KNOWS 
THE TRUTH ABOUT WHERE YOU 
WERE RAISEO? HOW COME 
SHE’S NEVER TOLD YOU? 
INSTEAO, SHE TOLD YOU THAT 
ORAGONS AREN’T REAL - - 
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Chapter Four: Double or Nothing 


ON | RR, 


\ 
‘| 
1 
i 


ra | 
4 mY! , { i : 
| : Ths .- 
a. eC - i 
"|| | Fa ! 


A ilgeiieal | NRE 7 
YC he 


| 
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Double or Nothing 












Z DON’T KNOW. 
SHE LOOKE? REALLY 
UPSET. 













WHAT TH? 
HECK WAS 
THAT ALL 
ABOUT?! 


WELL, EPO! SOMEONE'S 
BEEN PLAYIN’ AROUNP IN OUR 
HEAPS GIMIN’ US NIGHTMARES, 

AN’ YOUR GRANPMOTHER 

KNOWS SOMETHIN’ 
ABOUT IT! 


SHE MUST we wl 
HAVE! BUT WHY TT om? | 
E GI . 


FONT 4 
DIP SHI ET vt KNOW! 
SO MAD? F DON’T KN! 
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Eyes of the Storm 


clybhs 
Ni i" 


Vif 
me eA Way 


Hh 





Double or Nothing 





Eyes of the Storm 


HOW MUCH PIP 


I’M NOT BEIN’ NOSEY? 
NOW, YOU TAKE MY. Yaa = 
GRANPPAUGHTER BACK a) * Z°VE BEEN HAVIN 


ACTIN’ LIKE THIS, 
GRAN’MA? 
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Double or Nothing 


FIRST YOU COME WHAT UPSET YOU I KNOW HE'S 
SO MUCH? SUPPOSED TO 


GO BACK TO 


THESE WOOPS 
ARE PANGEROUS? 


FOR TH’ LAST TIME, 
Cone, GET BACK 12. TH 
SE BEFORE 








Eyes of the Storm 





Double or Nothing 
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WHR! WHOR! ) [1 
WHOr UP! 4a “@ 


HY 


di 

















* TA hs 
a] 


NI 
\ 
| it 
(7 
WE’RE BLAZIN’ 
ANEW TRAIL, BOYS. ii 
Y IF HE A 
GOES AROUND 
; US ONE MORE / 
4 A ; 
\ q 


ties 




















21) 
LET’S MAKE CAMP FOR 
TH’ NIGHT! WELL SING SONGS, 
AN’ EAT BEANS UNPER 
TH’ STARS! 7 


| 
7 
| 
“| mi 
| | , | 
halt t iv a ey ll | 
lA A vy =) MGA) jit! | 1 Pp / 
| VaaiG ; HM ||l ih Dey 
/ 
| f (44 i\ il 
“f il ; . 7] t E 4 
tit i] ,vs i, I at ' 
| 
| Wilh t j 
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/ i oe 
SMILEY! 3] Maia) (“Seer 
Hat GUITAR! 5} | | 


il 








TH TROUBLE WITH YOU, 
PHONEY BONE, IS YOU 
PON’T KNOW HOW 
TO HAVE FUN! 


HE SURE OUTSM. 
you AT TH’ GOW RAGE! 


RIGHT? 
AN’ WHAT MAKES 





Eyes of the Siorm 








Double or Nothing 


IP I’M REALLY WooeN 
eoRwaARD To BUST 
CHOPS ALL SUA MER LONG? 














Eyes of the Storm 


THY 

L SAY MY CUSTOMERS wer Rafah TH’ beat ela! DOWN 

A WAGER? LIKE TH’ WAY Zt RUN _ re 

WHAT KINP Mr MY PLACE! ? ou WARE TH 2 OTHER | 

OF WAGER? \ 5 f\ 1 EE WHO PL Clistomees LIKE 
iF L 














a AT TH’ NEXT NEW MOON, IF < 
Avent bisa OF THE BAR IS MORE 


SS POPULAR, YOURE OFF TH’ HOCK 





IA MY END IS, YOU'RE GONNA BE 
WASHIN’ DISHES FOR THE REST 
OF your bi er 

















Double or Nothing 


p ON 
youeO KNOW" 
YOU PO KNOW 





\ 


it ii | / 


\ 





aH 


\) mi tN IN MW 












































Eyes of the Storm 


ee 
~ 
S 
a 
> 
ret 
& 
=x 


LOOK?! 
MR. DOWN IS 


id 


BACK! 





Double or Nothing 


BSESIPES ... THEYRE 


ict 
nh i 
‘ ; 


ALL RIGHT, EVERYBODY SUST SETTLE 
DOWN! THESE FELLAS OWE ME A 
LOTTA EGGS <= THEYRE GONNA BE 
WORKIN’ HERE FOR 

P _ AWHILE, 


, 
YOUR FACE AROUNP 
HERE AGAIN, BONE? 


JONATHAN! SET EVERYBODY UP 
WITH A ROUNP ON TH’ HOUSE’ 





Eyes of the Storm 


LOOKS LIKE yOu ea 
GOT YOUR WORK 
cu 








Chapter Five: Eyes of the Storm 








Eues of the Storm 


BONE, GET YOUR HEAD 
OVER BY THAT TREE AN’ TAKE 
A 


LOOK AROUND, 





Eyes of the Storm 


I WISH YOU 
TWO HACN’T 
FOLLOWED ME J! 
OUT HERE, 


WHY ARE YOU 
SO MAP 
AT HIM? 





Eyes of the Storm 


eo OO —e a ae 
LZ PON’T WANNA HEAR ea KEEP STILL, THORN! 
ANOTHER WORP OUT OF yOu eS * EVERYTHING WAS 


VALLEY AND WOKE 
THE DRAGON? 


‘Ou KNOW 
MORE ABOUT THE 
DRAGON THAN 

HE DOES! 


RAT CREATURES 


I CANT TEL 
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Eyes of the Storm 


Ts. N 
KN 
So, 


ZA 





Eyes of the Storm 
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Eues of the Storm 


IT CAME : 
WHAT DID FROM WHERE SOUNDED LIKE 


HEAR? Seen SCREAM! 


an ©... 


yy 


\ 


‘ ++. OR MAYBE 
A a L 
; saueaK’ fh \ IMAGINED 
Ai \ IT. 
$ 4 | ING 


Wy i 


WHAT UL \ 
WE 
ce i 
é ‘ 
) 


SHO! 

DO? 
“iy \ 
Yj 


Le 
got 
mi of 
‘(ZZ 


{ 
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Eyes of the Storm 


tr P 
{. St 
mn) 

uh , 


Atl 
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IT’S BAD. 


SWARAING \ wih 
ne CEE STURES 


THIS WAY! 
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Eyes of the Storm 


x 
‘ TOOK CARE 
WHA HAPPENED OFM THE BODY? 
{ WITH ANY LUCK 
WITH TH RAT Miahade 
CREATURE SCOUT? 
I THOUGHT T 
HEARD A 
SCREAM! 


WHERE DO 
YOU THINK YOU ARE? 
SAFE AT HOME IN BONEVILLE? 
IT’S ABOUT TIME YOU 
REALIZED THIS [ISN'T 
A GAME, BONE’ 


SHE DION’T MEAN 
ANY THING: 
SHE’S SCARED, 
TOO 


CMON 
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Eyes of the Storm 





Eyes of the Storm 


Mm = OnMYGOSH. 
THORN? 





Eyes of the Storm 
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Eues of the Storm 





Eyes of the Storm 


a 


HE GAME’ 
THE DRAGON AN’ HE GHASEP OFF TH’ RAT CREATURES/ 
A AFE 


If’S THE 
DRAGON! 
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Eyes of the Siorm 






TOWN 


NBO 


owe. VS a 
I Te) a \ 
ee Ds 8 






wy \ 

4 vo) 

EAT 
SNK 
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YOU THINK TH’ PRAGON’LL 
BE THERE aE be NER «ee WELL, HE WON'T 
YOU NEED Hi BE, 


res 
aware eRe 
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AN? WHEN WE 


a! 
OUR MAP. 
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Chapter Spx: Mending Fences 





Eyes of the Storm 


GRAN’MA BEN? 


CAN WE TALK 
TO YOU? 


TALK AWAY, 


Z CAN LISTEN AN’ 
MEND FENCES 
AT_TH 
SAME TIME, 


TUST A MOMENT, 
THORN. 
THERE’S SOMETHIN’ 
I HAVE TO SAY 
TO FONE BONE... 








AREN’T THOSE 
FENCES KINDA THESE ARE COW FENCES, 


BUT 2’ FIXIN’ “EM TO 
LET THE MONSTERS 
KNOW WHERE 
TH’ BOUNPRIES 





STORM YESTERDAY. IF YOU HAON’T CALLED 
OUT FOR TH’ DRAGON TO COME AN’ 
CHASE OFF THE RAT CREATURES, WE 

MIGHT NOT‘VE MADE UT. 
AND, WELL... 
THIS ISN’T EASY FOR ME, BUT... 
I OWE YOU 
AN APOLOGY FOR TH’ 
WAY I BEEN 
TREATIN’ YOU. 
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Mending Fences 


S, ft IVE BLAMEP YOU BOYS 
EVER SINCE You FOR ALL THE RAT CREATURE 
GAME TO OUR VALLEY, ATTACKS AN’ EVERYTHING ELSE 
I’VE BEEN Suspicious THAT’S GONE WRONG... 
OF YOU AN’ ZOUK . 
COUSINS . 


YIN PART! TRUTH IS, OUR 
abamen pal ees TROUBLES HERE IN TH’ 


- VALLEY STARTED A LONG 
DISTURBING TH TIME BEFORE YOu 
GOT HERE. 


G@RAN’MA... 
FONE BONE HAS 


THAT I WANT 
HIM TO 
SHOW YOU. 





Eyes of the Storm 


WE THINK 
YOU BETTER 
TAKE A LOOK AT 
THIS. 


‘ is 2 b\w 
Ca @ " N it 
a: \S Q 
2 ; | 


THIS | 
THE 





“...60 Say you'll be mine, 
my sweet Valentine! 
from the Duke of Pook 
to the Duchess. 


My heart beats for you, | 
my Pookie So true... 
T love you so MUCHer 

and MUCHess... 



























WERE! HERE! | 
THIS Is it! 






oe a 


(AW — 
cae | 


Mending fences 


17'S IN PRETTY BAD SHAPE. 
WE FOUNP IT OUT IN TH’ DESERT. 
LOOK! YOU CAN STILL 
MAKE HEAPS OR MAKE OUT TH’ MOUNTAINS AN’ 
t ‘ TH’ WATERFALL! 
ITN \ SEE? IT’S A MAP OF 
THIS VALLEY! 


aN 
AAWINY 
ane \N 


NH 


2 OREW THAT DON’T SAY. 
MAP WHEN I WAS ANOTHER WORD! 
THE FOREST HAS 
EARS? 





Eyes of the Storm 
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Eyes of the Storm 


MY COUSINS AN’ I 
WHERE 19 YOU FOUN? IT AFTER WE GOT 


SAY YOU FOUN? 
THAT MAP? RUN OUTTA BONEVILLE! 


WE WERE LOST OUT 
IN TH’ DESERT AN’ 


WHAT 


WELL, NOW... é 
IT CAN’T MEAN WHAT CAN’T 


LOCUSTS. THAT’S - - a THAT ANYMORE ... IT MEAN?! 


HAM. 
LET’S THINK 
ABOUT THIS... 





Mending Fences 


GRANPMOTHER, 
cM 
> WAITING. 












a 


\ 
‘\ 
IHN 
2ee4T’S JUST SO DIFFICULT 
TO KNOW WHERE TO START. 
YES, 
UU ARE... 


VW 
os Sa 





Mp 


Sa 


Nw 


Eyes of the Storm 


YOU TOLD ME 
DRAGONS WERE 
MAKE-BELIEVE, BUT 
YOU_KNEW THAT 
WASN’T TRUE! : 





TO PISAPPEAR. 





THE DRAGONS KEPT YOU you 

SAFE WHILE I SEARCHED “LIE 10 ME?! 

YOU TELL ME 
VER PPENED?? 
DON’T 


WHY DID 
THAT IT NE HAI 
THAT PRAGONS 
ENEN EXIST?/! 





Mending fences 


I WAS TRYING TO PROTECT YOU. 
L WAS TRYING TO PROTECT THE WHOLE VALLEY. 


YOU NEEPED TO BE HIDPEN SO DON’T RUSH ME, BONE. I’M 
YT START ALL =: , NOT TOO FON? OF 
OVER AGAIN. S|! = DISCUSSING FAMILY 


WE WERE FIGHTING THE 
RAT CREATURES OVER WHO 
OWNEP THE VALLEY. 


WE HAP IT 
AN? THEY 
WANTED 





Eyes of the Storm 


BACK THEN ‘THE VALLEY WAS 
RULED BY THE KINGDOM OF 
ATHEIA ... 
“THE RAT CREATURES LIVED IN ‘ZY 
THE EASTERN MOUNTAINS AND == 
THE DRAGONS LIVED LL 
IN THE WEST. : 


THEN ONE DAY, 
THE WAR WAS OVER. 
THE RAT CREATURES WITHOREW 
ANP DISAPPEARED INTO THE 
MOUNTAINS. 


I WAS UP HERE IN THE 
NORTH, TRYING TO WORK AN ALLIANCE 
BETWEEN meagan AND MEN, WHEN I 


ONCE WAR BROKE OUT, THE 
KIN@POM FELL INTO TURMOIL 
ANP LIFE WAS HARP, 
NOBODY WAS IN CONTROL. 


FAMIUES FELL 


IT WENT ON FOR 
YEARS. 


WE KNEW ‘THEY’? BE BACK - - 
BUT WHEN THEY 919 COME BACK, 
SOMETHING HAD CHANGED. 
THEIR NEW ATTACKS WERE 
MUCH MORE VICIOUS. 


ATTACKS SO. 
FAST ANP? BRUTAL 
THEY BECAME 
KNOWN AS THE 
NIGHTS OF 
LIGHTNING. 


SLOWLY, WITH THE HELP OF THE 
DRAGONS, WE FORCE? THE RATS 
OUT OF THE VALLEY AND 
A TREATY WAS SIGNED... 
THE RATS AGREED TO STAY IN 
THE MOUNTAINS, AND THE 
VALLEY PEOPLE AGREEP NOT TO 
REBUILD THE KINGPOM. 





Mending Fences 


BECAUSE 4 IN ONE OF MY DREAMS ~ - - 


| THE ROYAL FAMILY DOES THAT EXPLAIN / THE elie oS NeHT 


| WAS COMPLETELY | HER DREAMS ABOUT { 
re (ie Ret ne 


+o THEY HAVE 

HOOPS PULLED 
DOWN OVER 
THEIR FACES 


THE OTHERS 
ARE ATTACKED BY RAT 
CREATURES, BUT YOU 
GO ON ALONE ANP HAN? 
ME OVER TO THE 
PRAGONS - - 
YOURSELF? 


Z THINK YOU ye 
MA, SHOULD sit 20wn. LH 





Eyes of the Storm 


THE OTHER HOOVED FIGURES 
IN YOUR DREAM WERE YOUR PARENTS ... 
Bs AND THEY DIE? THAT NIGHT 
ON THE MOUNTAIN PASS. . 
ATHEIA WAS BURNING AND THEY, ALONG 
WITH A NURSEMAID, MANAGED 
TO SNEAK YOU OUT OF 
THE CITY. 


PASS... 


A BAN? OF RAT CREATURES 
LED BY THEIR CHIEFTAIN KINGPOK 
APPEARED IN THE PASS BEHIND US. 
YOUR PARENTS CHOSE TO STAY 
ANP FIGHT THE MONSTERS 
WHILE I WENT ON TO PELIVER YOU TO 
THE GREAT REP PRAGON. 





TRAVELING ONLY AT NIGHT, 
AN? IN COMPLETE SECRECY, THEY 


MANAGED TO MAKE THEIR WAY NORTH 
ALONG THE FOOTHILLS OF THE 
MOUNTAINS TO THE PASS 
CALLED THE PRAGON’S STAIR. 


WA 
ESCORTING THEM TO 
THE DRAGONS’ 





TI RUSHEP BACK, BUT 
THE MASSACRE WAS OVER. 
NO ONE WAS LEFT ALIVE. 
EVEN THE 
TRAITOROUS MAID 
WAS TORN IN TWO. 


YOUR FATHER WAS: 
DEAD... KILLED By 
THE RAT 
CREATURES. 


WAS THE 
NURSEMAIP 


WHO 
BETRAYED 
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ANP YOUR MOTHER... 
MY ONLY CHILD, 
MY MOTHER 


+». ALSO WE STILL ANP FATHER ... 
IN THE STARLIGHT. 


VAS /YOUR MOTHER AND FATHER 


WERE KING AND QUEEN 
OF ATHEIA. 
ANP I WAS QUEEN 
OF THE LAND 


ANP YOU, THORN HARVESTAR, ARE 
HEIR TO THE THRONE, AND I 
WILL NOT LET ANYTHING HAPPEN 

you! 


\ 
t , 

Bl te Be 
' 





Eyes of the Storm 


I THOUGHT WE COULD KEEP 
YOU SAFE. LIVE OUT OUR PAYS BUT IF THE LOCUSTS 
HERE ... RAISING THE COWS, BA 
FARMING A LITTLE 
PLOT OF 


THEN WAR IS 
UNAVOIDABLE... 


oe AND T 
HAVE 
FAILED. 
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Eyes of the Storm 





WE HAVE WORD FROM 
THE VALLEY... 
THE GIRL WHO LIVES: 
WITH THE 
OL COW WOMAN... 
‘SHE IS THE ONE. 

SHE IS: / 


THE PRINCESS. 





Mending Fences 


++ el Z WAITED... 
FOR YOUR COWARDLY UNJERLINGS TO BRING ME 
INFORMATION WE WOULD ALL GROW OL? 
USTENNG TO SILENCE 


IF YOU, KINGDOK ... 
SHOWED? LESS FEAR FOR 
THE RED DRAGON... 
YOUR WARRIORS MIGHT 





Eyes of the Storm 
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Mending Fences 

















WE HAVE OUR ARMY, 


THE POPULATION OF THE 
CAMP IS NEARING: 
TEN THOUSAND ... 
MORE REGRUITS ARRIVE 
EACH MORNING .. 





HER DREAMS ARE LIKE IGNORANCE, HER STRENGTH 
A BEACON... IS GREAT... 
ANO YET £ GAN NOT BUT THERE IS SOMETHING TO BRING A PAWN 
REACH HER... MORE... INTO PLAY. 
AS 1 REACHED OUT BO NOT 
TO HER...A NEW YOURSELF, 
BEACON APPEARE? .. NewS BPO 


WHAT 
YOU BRING US 
OF THE STAR- 


BEARS A STAR IS AGAIN THE REO PRAGON IS: 


WITH THE VILLAGERS... PANSEROUS. 
WF IT 1S YOUR PESIRE... ‘SHOULD WE NOT 
WE WILL ATTACK, Gir 
THE TOWN. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 





Eyes of the Storm 





Chapter Seven: Dreams 


= ae 
1 
Se ee" everveony eatuer 
= MES Ou 
= = =O GOT ALITTL 
Scores ANNOUNCEMENT 
TO MAKE! 


NA tal 


, ¥ 3 f 
> hare = =| aN 
\ 
THAT MEANS: ALL RIGHT NOW, 
TOR ENE 4 I’M GONNA TELL YA 
i i ) 
i 


AN’ YOU TOO, 
BUCLIO! 





Eyes of the Storm 


= KNOW HOW YOU ~ +++ YOU WANNA KILL SEM 
FOR MESSIN’ WITH ' 
metatee  | Ip  Se 
a 
(me ee 4 ait) : 1 
<s 4 : 
Set. a 
2 NG 
As N 
\ 


[< SO DO F, BUT 
THEY OWE ME A LOTTA EGGS, 
NY THEY GOTTA STAY 
RIGHT HERE AN’ ORK 
IT OFF. 










Cs 
~ 
[% 


THAT MEANS £ DON’T 
WANT NO TROUBLE FROM 
4 YOU GUYS. 
Ne J ( vou eor ME? SEN 
Kk — YF wry nor, Esy 
Lucius?” | (Ge: 
THEY GO A 
PAY FOR WHAT ae 
THEY Di0! 


\) 
FENN 
a LEGS OFF! \ 






a 
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Dreams 


YOU LET THIS 
EAST TA pooch Rt 
TRICK YA INTO BETTIN’ ON ISN'T THA’ 
A GOW THAT DIDN'T EVEN i’ WHAT HAPPENED, 
PHONEY BONE? 


YOU LET YERSELVES ae L WARNED YA! 
BE paleo d INTO I TOLD YA YOU WERE 
TTIN’ YER ? ae PLAYED FOR A 
NGHA SAPS, 
eS en: YA DIDN'T LISTEN TO ME, 
? 
RESSEN PID SA? HUH? 


7 7 
a HE SO ome : igen ere 
WON THAT RACE, E WAS TH’ ee BReRE ME COLO: 2" 
MONITARTRACE EWAS TH, LIVESTOCK BACK! ALL TOLD, 2D 
ME AN’ GRAN’MA COULDA Sadat areal Ae 
SPLIT THAT POT, 
BUT NOOOOO.... 


WE FELT SORRY FOR YA! 
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Eyes of the Storm 


ae Nf 
OKAY, NOW THAT THAT'S at 


SETTLED, 5 WANNA TELL YA }-% 

ABOUT THIS LITTLE fF 
GONTEST WE'RE 
GONNA HAVE... 


HERE’S TH’ DEAL, SEE? 


BRE: ; 
AS LONG AS PHONEY BONE AN’ HIS 





Dreams 


«+ NOW, THIS CONTEST I WAS TELLIN’ 
YOu ABOUT - - IT’S BETWEEN 
ME AN’ MISTER PHONEY BONE, HERE. 
HE THINKS HE CAN RUN THIS JOINT 
BETTER THAN F CAN’ WERE 


f oe 
a ' ai 
N) ma) 


fh 
wil ea 


LC 


a 
\ 


HERE’S TH’ RULES: YOU CAN TAKE YER 
BUSINESS TO WHICHEVER END 


’ B, 


FROM NOW ON, THIS BAR 
WILL BE DIVIDED IN TWO? 
2’LL RUN THIS END, AN’ TH’ 
BONES’LL RUN THAT END. 


=a 





Eyes of the Storm 


WHAT ARE WE GONNA 90, PHONEY? 
NOBODY'S GONNA ORPER ANYTHING 
FROM US! iF WE LOSE THIS 
CONTEST WE’RE GONNA BE WASHIIN’ 
PISHES FOR TH’ REST OF 

. OUR LIVES? 





RIGHT! I’M ON IT! 2 
WE'LL HOLD A” 


LECTURE SERIES! 
NO, WAIT! WELL USE 


I KNOW, I KNOW. 
THIS WASN’T ONE 
OF TH” 


TO Our END. 
| HOW HARD CAN 
THAT BE? 


“EtT 


EE 
ar 





Dreams 






Ae 
~ 


r=] — 


Kins ip 
IC fact 
ne 
LOWEN Pet 
= 


<a 


ae TB 






Wi) 
Lo 
a ae 








Eyes of the Storm 














Dreams 


THOSE PREAMS WERE 
MEMORIES OF THINGS THAT 
REALLY HAPPEHED 


IN MY PREAMS 
I WAS TAKEN OUT OF A 
BURNING PALACE AS 
AUTTLE GIRL... 


I EVEN DREAMED ABOUT 
THE AMBUSH ON THE 
PRAGON’S STAIR! 

I PREAMED ABOUT THE 
MURPER OF MY PAREHTS AND 
I DIPN’T EVEN KNOW IT’ 


THEY WERE JUST 
LIKE YOU SAIP... 


HOW CAN THIS 
BE?! 
HOW CAN I PREAM ABOUT 
THINGS THAT HAPPENED TO ME, 


BUT NOT REMEMBER THEM 
HAPPEHING?? 





SOMETIMES: 
CREAMS KNOW 
MORE THAN 


THORN, WHAT 
HAPPENS IN YOUR 
DREAM AFTER YOU 

GET TO THE 
ORAGON’S CANE? 


...BUT THEN MY EYES 
GET USED TO THE BLACKNESS... 
I’M AWARE OF SHAPES IN 
THE CAVE AROUND ME... 


Eyes of the Storm 


MAYBE THERE’S 
MORE WE COULP 


THE PRAGONS 
TAKE ME ON A 
LONG, LONG 
JOURNEY ... 


UNDERGROUND WE GO 


TOA 
SPECIAL 


CHAMBER. 
IT’S VERY 
DARK AT 
FIRST... 


«ee LD CAN SEE NOW... 
THERE IS LIGHT... 
ZAMAN A HUGE CAVERN... 
SURROUNDED? BY DRAGONS. 
POZENS OF THEM. 
AND WE’RE ALL LOOKING 
AT SOMETHING ... 





Dreams 


I CAN'T SEE 
WHAT? ANYTHING, THE HIGHT IS 
WHAT ARE 
Fe LOOrNe TOO BRIGHT... 
fos BUT THE DRAGONS 
g WANT ME TO KEEP 
LOOKING ... 


APTER THAT I 
STAYED WITH THE 
DRAGONS. 

BuT I NEVER 
SAW THAT CHAMBER 
AGAIN... 


SHE HEARD IT. 
SHE WAS LISTENING IN 
ON OUR CONVERSATION 
OUT IN THE 


I THINK 
THE PRAGONS 
SEE SOMETHING, 
BUT I DON’T. 
I’S TOO 


WHAT ABOUT THE GARPEN? 
DON’T YOU WANT TO TELL GRAN’MA 
BEN ABOUT THAT? 


I CAN'T 
BEUEVE it... 
ALL THESE 
YEARS OF 
HIDING FOR 
NOTHING 








Eyes of the Storm 


Bass I DON’T KNOW EXACTLY 
WHAT’S GOING ON, 
' G@RAN’MA, BUT YOU'NE GOT 


\\ FRENDS HERE. WON'T THEY 
PROTECT YOU? 


AN ENEMY MORE DANGEROUS 
THAN A FEGION OF RAT CREATURES. 
THE LOCUST IS AN ANCIENT SPIRIT 
BURIED DEEP IN THE EARTH, 
BUT EVEN SO, HE CAN BEND 
PEOPLE TO HIS WILL. 


WE’RE NOT 
TALKING ABOUT 
FIGHTING OFF A 

BUNCH OF RAT 
CREATURES, BONE! 
THIS IS THE LORD OF / 


THE LOCUST! j 
c 


AND YOU/RE SURE IT WAS 
THE DRAGON IN YOUR 
DREAM, RIGHT? 


I GUESS SO, 
BUT Z STILL DON’T 
UNPERSTAND - - 


BEING IN MY 
OREAM? 
L DON'T GET IT. 








Dreams 

















Eyes of the Storm 











Dreams 


9O YOU WANT 
ME TO 


LEAVE YOU 
ALONE? 


LISTEN. 


\F YOU NEED 
ANYTHING, 








Eyes of the Storm 











Dreams 





ARE YOU GRAZY? 
THAT GORILLA 
CAN’T BEAT ME/ 
BSrEClAT WHEN [IT 

Lal 


COMES TO 
TURNIN’ A PROFIT! 
n= | 
-_ = 
) 
a, 


ard : fi 
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Eyes of the Storm 


YOURE WELCOME TO HANG YW 
AROUNP THIS ENP, YOU MIGHT LEARN) 
SOMETHIN’ ABOUT RUNNIN’ A 
BUSINESS HERE ON TH’ 
6 


WINNING END OF TH’ BAR’ 


"{ EVERYBODY 
OIN’? 


WHAT TH’? og 7 LOOKS LIKE TH’ TABLES | 


WHAT’S GOIN’ HAVE BEEN TURNED, 
ON? t 


EXCUSE ME WHILE I GET 
BACK TO TH’ WINNING EN? 
OF TH’ BAR! 





q 
1" 


my Pee BER. 
Y459. 8, N | ay 

v We : 

3 
i 

4 

‘ 

a 


ios A. 
Jk, 
ey 
ITH THAT 
A RUNT. 
aa 


I 
(i 


Dreams 


BAW! OZ 


. 
. 
= 


f > _\NMDDPYA DOIN, 4 

ps: ( SMILEY? GIVIN 

Boi THIS STUFF 
wl” AWAY 2, 


HERE! HERE! YOU! ae 
GIMME THAT! “ail 
S i 
° — 


AT ARE YOU CRAZY 7/ 
HOW ARE WE SUPPOSED TO 
TURN A PROFIT IF YOU 
GIVE TH’ BEER AWAY7!/ 
. - aa 





Eyes of the Storm 
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Chapter Eight: Things that go Burnp in the Night 








Eyes of the Siorm 


--I--UH~- 
I SUST SAID © WISH 
FONE BONE’S PRAGON 
WAS HERE... 


[at / 


NS 


WH 
FONE 


A HE’S THAT 
“So eS A YEAH, RIGHT ... 
THEIR 
ms COUSIN? TH’ ONE WHO'S: 
sy ALWAYS HANGIN’ 
y AROUND WITH 
a , % y an, THORN! ¥ 
as fi 
= 2 - e a 
a % : f a 
ay a 


iO 
B 
. 


‘Ss 
cae 


ke 


SO WHERE IS 
THIS COUSIN OF J YEAH! AN’ 

OURS NO WHERE’S THE 
DRAGON?! 


¢ 


\ 
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Things that go Bump in the Night 


DON’T TRY TO WHAT FOR? 
STOP US, LUCIUS! YOU DON'T I DIDN'T SAY 


‘EM 
IF THERE’S A BELIEVE IN FE BEMEVEOAIN SEN MAKE YOU START 
BUT THERE HAVE en eteatt 


AROUND OLY THERE deh as BEEN SOME PRETTY CHILDREN’S 
WE-WANNA OUT? STRANGE THINGS STORES? 
ROW! GOIN’ ON HERE ; 

od 


I KNOW IT SOUNDS CRAZY, = AN’ TH’ HAIRY MENS 
BUT PEOPLE BEEN SEEIN’ THEY'RE SURE GETTIN’ ALOT 
STRANGE THINGS IN TH’ BRAVER/ YOU NEVER USED TO SEE } Ty" Cow RACE 
WOODS AT NIGHT! FOLKS ARE THEM AROUND... AN’ NOW IN BROAD 
AFRAID TO GO OUT! YOU HEAR STORIES ABOUT ‘EM AYLI our? 


e 


EVERY DAY! 


REMEMBER? 
WHAT’S YOUR 
POINT? 


1T Abb LOOK HERE, BUB, 
starteo gust \ (A .e VER UN oH I DON'T KNOW WHOSE 

ABOUT TH SAME ]( THE BONES CAME TO is DRAGON THS IS, 

TIME THESE BUT It AIN“T OURS! 
TH’ ONLY 
DRAGON 3°VE 

SEENIS A Bia, LAZY 

ORANGE ONE, AN’ 

HE WAS ALREADY 

HERE! 





Eyes of the Storm 


Y ee AN’ WHATS TRUE? _ 
GASPING BOY! ORANGE! YOU'RE NOT GONN, 
YOU GOT ALOTTA weiRD | | THEN IT’S BELIEVE ANYTHING 
STUFF IN THIS CRAZY PHONEY BONE TELLS YOU,| 
VALLEY, SO DON’T. ARE YA? YOU CAN'T 
GO BLAMIN’ US FOR TRUST THIS RUNT 


! AS FAR AS YOU 
YOUR PRAGON PROBLEMS. CAN THROW 


HE’S TELLIN’ TH’ YOU TAKE JONATHAN! UM... 
TRUTH, LUCIUS! WE GOT TH’ GAKE, TELL Lucius ONE NIGHT 
US A REAL, LIVE DRAGON WENPELL, WHAT YOU WHEN I WAS 

TOLD us’ 


WALKIN? AROUND YOU KNOW 
{OUT THERE! Al 
H XN 
j 
4, QY 7 


Ae 


L 
eae 


THERE WASN‘T HARDLY ANY MOON THERE, SEE? 
OUT, SO IT WAS KINDA DARK. WHAT BO YOU SAY 
. 
ANG REAL CUIBT: TO THAT, LUCIUS? 
THEN Z SAW IT. A HUGE, SHAPE STILL THINK DRAGONS 
MONIN’ BETWEEN TH TREES? ARE SUST 
(T WAS BIG AND IT 2 2 
GAS ObuNCree CHILOREN’S STORIES? 
AND WHEN IT WAS GONE, ALL 
THAT WAS LEFT WAS 
TH’ SMELL OF BRIMSTONE? 
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Things that go Bump In the Night 


WELL, WELL! NOW, THIS 
IS INTERESTING ..- 


YOU SAY YOUNE 
SEEN SHAPES IN ieiS Noe eee: 
TH’ WOODS... 
HEAR? BUMPS IN 
TH 


SAFE TO 
GO OUTSIDE AFTER 
DARK... 


YESSIR, 1/VE SEEN 
THESE SYMPTOMS 7 YOU_ THINK (T/LL 


BEFORE! NENER HAPPEN IN A NICE, 


QUIET, LITTLE TOWN LIKE THIS... 


BUT YOU CAN'T STOP “EM? 
THEY’RE HERE 
TO Stay! 





WELL, T HATE TO 
SAY THIS, BUT f THINK 
I17’S SAFE TO ASSUME THAT 
lF YOU HAVE ONE DRAGON, 
THERE’S BOUND 
TO BE OTHERS! 


WHO KNOWS? 
THIS COULD BE A 
MAJOR INFESTATION? 


Eyes of the Storm 


OH, MY GOSH! t KNEW IT! 
THERE’S THEY” 
PROBABLY TRYIN’ TO 
DRAGONS 

EVERYWHERE! 


HE’S RIGHT! 
WE GOTTA 90 
SOMETHIN’ BEFORE 


NOW, YOU CAN 
EATHER IGNORE THIS 


SOMETHIN’ 
ABOUT IT! 


9O WHEN YOU GOT 
ANY KIN? OF PEST 
CONTROL PROBLEM... 
YOU GET AN PHONCIBLE P. BONE: 
EXTERMINATOR! DRAGONSLAYER? 
p— AT YOUR 
SERVICE! 





Things that go Bump in the Night 





Eyes of the Storm 





THIS HAS GONE 
FAR ENOUGH! 
Len nns 














Things that go Bump In the Night 


WELCOME, STRANGER. 
HELP YOU? 


OOM, 
OR SUST LOOKIN’ TO SLAKE 
YOUR THIRST? 


a ee 

eee \ 9 

| Aw® y 
a! N , 
Pr S 4 
SM AI 4 Se “ 
\ cf 
Kz 
I op \ 


—_f 








Eyes of the Siorm 








HEY, THERE, 
FONE 
BONE! 

HOw you 

DOIN’ THESE 

FINE DAYS? 


OH, YEAH? 
HOW ARE 
THEY? 

ARE THEY CAUSIN’ 
ANY TROUBLE? 


THEY’S KICKIN’ 
UP SOME PUST, 
yOu KNOW, JES 

LIKE THEY DO. 
BUT 
WHATS ALL 
THIS YOU SAYIN’ 
‘BOUTS 
GRAN’MA AN’ 
THORNY? 
SOMETHIN’ 
WRONG? 


HELLO, TED! 
I’M DOIN’ OKAY... 
THORN AN’ GRAN’MA BEN 
COULD BE BETTER... 


BEEN TA SEE 
LUCIUS AN’ YER 


WELL THORN IS OUT 
IN TH’ BARN LAYIN’ FACE DOWN 
IN TH’ HAY. SHE’S PRETTY UPSET: 
SHE GOT SOME BAO NEWS ABOUT 
HER PARENTS. AN’ SOME OTHER 
STUFF ABOUT HER PAST... 





Things that go Bump in the Night 


SHE FINO OUT 
HER FOLKS WAS KILLED 
BY RAT CREATURES? 


KINDA 
SECRET -- 

















OBOY. 


GRAN’MA TOLP HER, HUH? 
SO I SUPPOSE SHE 
KNOWS HER REAL LAST 
NAME |S. 
HARVESTAR ... 
THA’S A 
ROYAL NAME 
Y’KNOW. 





CROWN PRINCESS OF 
TH’ WHOLE SHOOTIN’ 












GRAN’MA MATCH! 
TOL? HER. BIG STUFF 
BIG STUFF 





SHE WAS 
IN TH’ HOUSE 
LAST I SAW 

HER, 


THORN aNESTRT 

















HOW AIP you 
KNOW THAT? 
THORN CION'T 
EVEN 
KNOW! 


BUGS KNOW A 
LOTTA STUFF FOLKS 
WOULDN'T S’POSE 
THEY’? KNOW 


SAY, THAT 
REMIHPS ME T 
@OT A IMPORTANT 

MESSAGE FROM 

Lucius FOR 
GRAW’MA BEN! 
WHERE IS 
SHE? 
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Eyes of the Storm 





Things that go Bump in the Night 








, 
‘i = 
— WORD THAT TH’ SITUATION 
: DOWN SOUTH HAS 
= NGEO... GO 
- 


) 
IF IT’S THE SAME HOOPED FIGURE 
FROM THORN’S PREAMS, THEN THE 

RAT CREATURES KNOW WHO WE ARE, 


THERE’S MORE 
BAD NEWS... 


Eyes of the Storm 


HERE’S YOUR 


iT SEEMS LARGE 
NUMBERS OF RAT CREATURES 
ARE HEAVING 
THIS WAY, 
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Things that go Bump in the Night 





THEY'RE NOT OUT ON A PICNIC. BONE 
(IT’S NOT SAFE HERE ANYMORE, WE HAVE TO 
LEAVE NOW. ANYTHING IN TH’ HOUSE YOU 
NEED BEFORE WE GET STARTED” 


T/LL GRAB 
YOUR CLOAK WHEN F 
@O BACK IN FOR TH’ 


THERE’S A SECRET 
DOOR UNDER THERE, AN’ 
INSIDE IS AN OL? TRUNK, 

HAUL IT OUTTA THERE 
AN’ TLL BE RIGHT 
BACK 





Eyes of the Storm 









in? 





Things that go Bump tn the Night 





Eyes of the Storm 


~ 
\ 


as 


B sf 





Things that go Bump tn the Night 


THAT’S IT? 
WE'RE JUST 
GONNA 





Eyes of the Storm 
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Phoney Strikes Back 


Book Four 


The Dragonslayer 


Prologue. Stick-Eater 


er SS 





UD 








The Dragonstayer 


OKAY, MISTER! HOLD IT, SMILEY 
HERE’S YOUR SOUP BONE. PON’T TAKE 


MR. POWN, 
AN? ALE. THAT'LL PAYMENT FROM _ASOMEBODPY’S 


BE ONE EGG! THIS MAN. SA GOTTA PAY 


SUP AND 
REST EASY, 
PILGRIM. 





Stick-Eater 


ws \( was 0 


TPO 
YOU CARE? 


DON’T MAKE 
HIM ANY LESS SOMETHIN’ 
fo) WEIRD. BOTHERIW’ 
LIKE ANIMALS/ WHY BO THEY 
THEY’RE WEAR THEIR 
PROBABLY IN HOOPS LIKE 
CAHOOTS WITH THAT? 
TH’ PRAGONS. 


YEAH. 
FIRST WE HAG 
TO GET USED TO HAVIN’ 


IT’S A STICK-EATER. 
YOU GOT A 
WHERE’S A MAN SUPPOSED < + Uf OP GBLEM WITH 


TO GO 
THAT, 
TO ENJOY HIMSELF? : FRIENC? 





The Dragonstayer 





BUT . 
DLL BE GETTIN’ , 
MY aad 
SMILEY BONE 
FROM NOW 
OM... 





Chapter One: Business 


° WE'VE SEEN 
CLIMBING FOR PAYS. THORN’ 
CAN'T WE GO 
PART OF THE WAY TO 
BARRELHAVEN ON LEVEL 

;OUNP? 


WE HAVE 
TO STAY OFF 
THE ROAD’ 
WE CAN’T TAKE 
ANY CHANCES 


GRAN MA 
WANTS TO 
HAVE A LOOK 
AROUND. 
ETO SEE 
THE WHOLE VALLEY. 


1S THAT 
BARREDHAVEN? 
iTsso 
BEAUTIFUL 
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The Dragonslauer 





Business 














The Dragonslayer 


IT LOOKS SO 
QuIET . 


AN? 
PEACEFUL. 


MOVIN’ ON = =? 


| 


CAN BE 
DECEIVING. | 





Business 











pip you HEAR ABOUT 
TANNER’S WIFE? SHE WAS 
our By TH’ WOOPSHED AN’ 
rf 





The Draganslayer 


SO WHAT HAPPENED? 


BY TH’ TIME 
TANNER GOT OUT TO 
THE SHED, TH’ PRAGON 


\ 


ANOTHER ROUND - - 
COMIN’ uP? 
NEED ANY LITTLE THING 
FROM TH’ KITCHEN? 
CHEF PHONEY 
AWAITS YOUR 
ORDERS! 


«+. THEN F SAY, 
‘TH’ BEST THING YOU CAN 0O 
AT NIGHT IS KEEP YOUR 


YY” 
YEAH, GIMME TH’ 
DRAGONSLAYER 
SPECIAL! 


L) 


BE TOO 
FAMILY INPOORS? CAREFUL WITH 
THIS PRAGON 
PROBLEM ... 


SO, 
THOSE HARD, 
STUFFED, ITTLE 


FLAME-| 
CHICKEN! YOU GOT IT! 
BE RIGHT BACK! 


IS THAT ALL YOu 
GUYS TALK ABOUT? 
DRAGONS?! 





Business 


I GUESS 


MEN TALKIN’ ABOUT 
MAKE-BELIEVE AN’ 
CHIDPREN’S 


STORIES! 





(T'S DRAGON- WHO NEEOS 
SLAYIN’? TIME! 


PuT OUT 
FIERY THIRST? 

















The Dragonslayer 





Fe KNOWS! 
GOTTA HAND IT HE'S REALLY 
i) A HONEY? STEAMIN’, TOO, 
I va 
LUCIUS REALLY oN: 
KAP YOU BEAT 
WHEN HE MADE HE DION‘T 
THAT. per tO COUNT ON HIS 
TOMER: 
COULP SELL eer OF 2 
TH’ MOST BEER! DRAGONS! 


PHONE BORE HEE! HEE! HEE/ 
EIGHT MORE BEERS! THIS 
WE GOT ALOT OF [FORAGONSLAYER THING IS 
THIRSTY GREAT FOR BUSINESS! 
CUSTOMERS 
TONIGHT! 


























= 
z 
Wee Wo am nn| | ovmenon” Ve SBOE 
PRAGONSLAYER, VOICE DOWN’ 6y St. Gfo! THE DRAGONS AREN'T 
HOW A! 2 e PANGEROUS! 
GONNA KEEP YOUR ONLY TH’ TOWNSFOLK 
PROMISE TO Se CAA SON ABE EYER COP EHES THINK THEY ARE! 
or 
DRAGONS? ees GONNA GET RIP NOW HEAPS UP’ 
OF “EM! WE GOT A CUSTOMER! 














JONATHAN! NOT YOU, TOO?! 
~= YOU WORK FOR ME! 
YOU’RE NOT GONNA 
TAKE YOUR BUSINESS TO 
THEIR EN? OF TH’ BAR? 








Business 








OH, WELL, GEE, MR. DOWN... DON’T YOU GET IT? 
EVERYBODY ELSE IS, SO ALL THIS TALK ABOUT PRAGONS 
I JUST FIGURED - - IS JUST A TRICK TO GET YOU TO 
ORPER YOUR DRINKS 
in FROM HIM? 





7 
“ 
Fe 





YOU KNOW, SOME FOLKS 


ty 


THEY 907/! 
OOH! BUT Y’*KNOW? 
THAT MAKES SENSE 

WHEN _YA THINK 
, 





~<a 


») 





The Dragonslayer 


iN TH’ PANTRY? 
Now? 


mG 


SMILEY? GET BEHIND TH’ 
BAR! I DON’T WANNA 
LOSE ANY SALES! 


> 


c) 


é 
I NEVER KNOW |! 
WHOSE SIO 

YOU'RE ON. 


us 





Business 


I HOPE THIS 
tS IMPORTANT, 
Wucius’ 

i'M PRETTY BUSY 
OUT THERE’ 





NOW I KNOW 
YOU'RE CRAZY/ 
THIS BETIS 
TH’ BEST THING 
THAT EVER HAPPENED 

THI: 


T is 
JOINT? 








you ALmost STARTED QP LIC G 
Amor tH Fest NiguT! G-oye 
YOU THINK RILIN’ UP A IEG 
MOB IS WORTH IT SUST TO 77 ON 
WIN A LOUSY BET?! : 


ZZ 


J a! 
yi 
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The Dragonslayer 





FORGET TH’ BET ~ - WE CAN’T 
Quit NOW! LOOK AT ALL THIS 
STUFF! WE’RE GETTIN’ RICH? 
DON’T FORGET, HALF THIS. 
LOOT iS yours’ 


WHAT’S THE HARM? YOU DON’T 
KNOW WHAT YOU/RE 
MESSIN’ WITH, BONE’ 


OH, YEAH? AN’ 
YOU BO? 


NOT THAT yOu’P 
HAVE TH’ 
PECENCY 

TO RESPECT 

SOMEONE ELSE’S: 

WISHES? 


Y*KNOW ... 


TH’ IRONY OF 
ALL THIS MAY BE 
LOST ON 


you... 





WHAT’S TH’ BIG DEAL? 
EVENTUALLY TH’ TOWNSFOLK’LL 
REALIZE THE DRAGONS AREN’T A 

THREAT, AND EVERYTHING WILL GO 

BACK TO NORMAL ~ ~ 

WHAT’S THE HARM? 





I KNOW THAT ONE DRAGON 
IN PARTICULAR HAS SAVED YOU AN’ 
YER COUSINS’ BUTTS MORE THAN A 
FEW TIMES! 


AN’ E KNOW 
TH’ DRAGONS 
DON’T WANT 
ANYBODY TO | 


2+ BUT DON’T YOU THINK IT’S 
STRANGE THAT 2’M TH’ ONE 
TELLIN’ FOLKS THAT DRAGONS 
EXIST, AN’ YOU/RE TH’ ONE 
TRYIN’ TO CONVINCE ‘EM 
THAT THEY DON’T? 





Business 










SMV ars WHAT'S 


REALLY BOTHERIN’ YOU, 
ISN’T IT? THAT I’M 
WINNING TH’ BET? 


P 2’ TH! ONE TELLING ‘EM 
THE TRUTH! YOURE TH’ ONE 
TRYIN’ TO HIDE IT! THAT’S WHY 





AR = = = =i 







4 fl 
OKAY, PAL, I’M 4d] No, Hun? 
CALLIN’ YOuR BLUFF! Z DIDN'T THINK 
IF YOU WANNA CALL OFF SO. 
‘ N’ £ 
a DON’T SEE 
7 








MUCH DIFFERENCE 
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The Dragonslayer 





Business 


( 
‘ 
{ 

t 


4 
, | 


— fi 
f 





The Dragonsiayer 


..-TH’ GITCHY FEELIN’S 
2+ THAT TERRIBLE FEELIN’ THAT 


++. AN? TH’ GITCHY FEELIN’ 
OH... IVS A BIG IS NEVER WRONG’ 
ONE. SOMETHIN’ AWFUL 
IS GONNA HAPPEN. 


THIS ISN'T GOOP... 


CAN'T SHAKE IT OFF... 





Business 









ARE YOU 
ALL RIGHT? 





WE HAVE TO... 
GO STRAIGHT TO 
TH INN 


«+e DIFFICULT ... 
BUT WE CAN’T WAIT... 





GRAN'MA DOES TH’ 
GITCHY FEELIN’ GIVE YOU 
ANY GLUE WHAT IT MIGHT BE 
WARNING YOU ABOUT? 
MAYBE WE COULD 
BO SOMETHING’ 


I JUST KNOW 
ITLL BE BAD... 





The Dragonsiayer 
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Chapter Two: Earth G Sky 


GET BEHIND WE " 
ey Ae 
move rt! 





sq 
71 oo es 
GRAN’MA ms 





‘ 
? n 
: i . 
> 
’ j Fy a E: 
# f = 
LS 
= 
ws 5 
RN 
Ny 


4 


or ~ NOR 


The Dragonslayer 





FRAME GAN PO NOTHING 
TO STOP US... 


DON’T GET GREEDY 
ON ME! THERE'S: 
THREE OF THEM! 

JUST WANT THE 
TTLE ONE 


THAT BLADE 


OUR BELLIES ARE 
EMPTY ANP? OUR PATIENCE 


IS SHORT ... SUBMIT TO US: 2 


AN? WE WILL MAKE OF YOU 
A GREAT QUICHE! 


AGAIN WITH THE 
QUICHE?! 
WHAT KIN? OF 


EAT A DAINTY 


4a PASTRY DISH?! 


STEW 
IS WHAT WE 


WILL MAKE gf 





Earth & Sky 


























THORN? WHERE’S THORN?! 
(S SHE SAFE? 





The Dragonslayer 

















TH’ GITCHY WOULD 


THIS GITCHY FEELIN’ C NEVER PUT ME iN 
if IT WARNS YOU HARM’S WAY. 


WHATEVER IT’S WARNING 
ME ABOUT HASN’T T 
HAPPENEP YET! RAT GREATURES? 
THERE'S SOMETHING 
WORSE COMING?! 


WHAT GOOD is 


on, GREAT! 


YOU MEAN (T 

















se 
I NEED TO CLEAR MY HEAD... 
ERE. 


HERE. 
TAKE MY SWORD 
AN’ KEEP AN EYE ON 






a. ]B 


OH - ~ UH, 
GEE, GRAN’MA, 
<’VE NEVER 
EVEN HELD A 


Earth & Sky 


THAT'S 
INTERESTING ... 


i 
fh 
THE MONSTERS DON'T J’ 
LIKE YOU TOUCHING ify 
MY WEAPON : 
V/ \ 


- YOU MAY BE 
CLOSER TO THE 
TURNING THAN 
I REAWMZED. 


Y 
L PONT 
N HEAR 
> BR ANYTHING 





The Dragonslauer 









a 
es nayoe 1} 


ARE COMING" 





73 caawenes with “Em! 


@¥ 


SY KAM) 









voN a THINK 


SOMETHIN’S 
NOT RIGHT, 





Earth & Sky 





YOU'RE AN 
ORNERY 


ONE, 
AREN’T YA? 
Ps 





WHY ARE THE TWO 
OF YOU OUT HERE 
, ALONE? j 
WHERE ARE THE 
REST OF YOUR 
COMRADES? 





TRAITOR! OO - 


IS THIS ALL IT SH” ne 
LS TAKES TO MaKe Y 
YOU SPILL YOUR 





The Dragonslayer 

















Earth & Sky 
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The Dragonslayer 





Earth & Sky 














The Dragonslayer 





BUSINESS ‘ i WHAT COULD 
1S SLOWIN’ : BE BETTER 


HOW ABOUT: LOOK AT ‘EM! 
PUT A PRAG@ON THEYRE DELIBERATELY NURSING 


? THOSE BEERS! 
IN ZERICLAGON? L WONDER if buGIUS IS 


Se UP TO SOMETHING... 




































THAT’S NOT IT. PICNIC? = 
WE ACCEPT GOODS 
AND LIVESTOCK, TOO! 
NO, THERE MUST BE 
SOME OTHER 
REASON THEYRE 
HOLDING OUT. 


THEY’RE PROBABLY 
SAVIN’ ALL THE 
GOOP STUFF FOR 
THE BiG SUMMER 


MAYBE 
EVERYBODY 


SPENT ALL WHAT PICNIC? 


I DIDN’T HEAR 
ABOUT A PIGNIG! 





























YOU HAVEN’S? T KNEW IT! fi DON’T WORRY, HE’S DIVERTING MY 


FARE as T RNEW THAT 2M SURE FUNDS! AND THESE 
id ad 
Te OM MUCUS! Big APE WOULD Finp| | YOU'RE INVITED! BACKSTAPEERS - ~ 4 
DAY THERE’S SOME WAY TO GRERR RRRRR/ 
A HUGE PIGNIG AN’ INTERFERE HOLDIN’ OUT ON ME, 
EVERYBODY BRINGS WITH MY AFTER L OFFERED TO 
SAVE THEIR 
CRUDDY LITTLE 
TOWN FROM 

















Earth & Sky 








L DION’T 
ANYTHING! 


ics FONE BONE) 
: z 7 WES YELLIN’ 
! ' SOMETHIN’ 
ABOUT A 
. PRAGON! 


HANG ON, / 
LITTLE BUDDY: 
WEKE COMIN? ! 
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The Dragonslayer 


—/ 
oF ie oan THe ) 
WED 4 
wie 


,7ou, AN ~ f 














it THINK a 
THIS 
: 





Earth & Sky 


Uf WEY, £ THINK 


¢ F 
‘ WE FOUND 
le \ SOMETHING! 


WHAT? 
WHAT'S: 
EVERYWHERE? 





The Dragonslayer 


SOFTENEP UP, 
ARE YOU, 
COW WOMAN? 





Earth & Sky 
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The Dragonslayer 





Earth & Sky 











The Dragonstayer 


4,7 a \ i + 

MA oy) Magi! \ 
1 ig pe Mh \ 
, at 
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Earth & Sky 





Iv’s ER, DEAR. 


"S OVI 
WE WON’T SEE 


YES! YES! 
OH, THANK 
GOOPNESS! 





The Dragonslayer 


iT WAS GRAN MAN'S 
HAPPENED? HE eT 


TI 
HEARD MONSTER - ~ 


foe 
WE HAVE T 
THAT 

‘ ’ GET TO 
SCREECH! Bap. THE INN! 


THERE ARE THINGS G@RAN’MA, 
= MUST TELL YOU... LET ME 


t MAY NOT 
GET ANOTHER CHANCE. 


THE LORP OF THE 
LOCUSTS IS LOOKING 
FOR YOu. 


ANP YOU MUST 
KEEP HIM FROM FINPING 
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Chapter Three: Council in the Dark 
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The Dragonsiayer 





gust Hep me 
HOLD DOWN ON IT 
UNTIL THE BLEEDING 





DON’T YELL AT ME! 
THIS IS ALL YOUR 
FAULT? KINGDOK 1S 
GOING TO IT WAS THAT HUMAN! 
KILL US WHEN THE OLD COW WOMAN'S: 
HE WAKES uP’ 


< COULON‘T HELP IT/ 
THAT LITTLE BONE GUY 
WAS WITH THEM’ 


SHOULP £ 
BLOW ON IT? 
WOULP THAT 


BLOW ON IT? | 
HES 
GUSHING BLOOD 


iT! 





WE WERE UNDER 
ORPERS TO 
EVACUATE THE 
VALLEY! 
YOU SHOULP 
HAVE LEFT 
THE HUMANS: 
ALONE! 


SEE? YOU 
WANTEP TO 
BAT HIM, TOOL 


SOMEPAY WELL 
CATCH HIM 
AN? STUFF HIM 

i 


iN A 
QuicHE/ 














Council in the Dark 








LOOK WHAT powr 
MOUVE DONE/ oan 
YOU'VE KILLED B taes%e. 


GONNA GET 






DON’T YOU TRY TO BLAME ME! 


THIS IS YOUR FAULT’ 
YOU'RE THE ONE WHO“: 
WEAK! 
x] 





GHIEF OFFICER 
KILLED, HELE 
HAVE OUR 
') SKINS PEELED 
OFF! 


PLEASE DON'T 





HELL MAKE RUGS OUT 


HANP, 
OF OUR HIDES! IF HE OES IE, 


TH 
) 
HOOPED ONE 
KING@DOK/ WiLL BLAME 
WE DON’T WANT THE BONES 


AN? THE 
COW WOMAN'S: 
GRA, 





The Dragonslayer 


KIN@POK iS HOW’S THE OLD 
THE ONLY FELLOW DOING, 
ANYWAY? 


IT LOOKS LIKE 
WE STOPPED 
THE BLEEDING, 

ANP HE SEEMS 

TO BE 
BREATHING 
OKAY, 





LET’S RUN AWAY ANP HIPE FOREVER! 





Council in the Dark 
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The Dragonslayer 


GRAN’MA, PLEASE! 
JUST LET ME 


».. THE 4 

TOWNSPEOPLE | 
IST BE 

LOOKING FOR US 


Si, BY NOW. AND 
om WE NEED TO. 
TALK BEFORE J 


J 


MY ARM IS da a 
FINE. THORN. 


SO TALK, 
JUST STOP 





Council in the Dark 


ERNS NOT ONLY YOu, 
4 NH 1% BUT EVERYONE WHO LIVES IN THE 
2.GeN oT VALLEY. YOU SEE, YOU ARE NOT. 
LIKE OTHER PEOPLE ~ - 


USTEN TO ME, WHAT I’M ABOUT TO TELL YOU, PEAR, 
THORN ... CONC! 


YES, LT KNOW, 
I’M A PRINGESS. 
YOU ALREAPY 
TOLD ME. 


RE WERE PRINCESSES 


THE! 

BEFORE YOU AN? THERE WILL BE 
PRINCESSES AFTER YOU - ~ 
LIKE GRAINS OF SAND ON THE 
BEACH OR STARS IN THE SKY... 


ook 
SHOULP KNOW. 
I WAS ONE OF 





The Dragonslayer 


BUT YOU WERE HIDDEN AS A CHILO AN AWALENEY ONE. CAN: WALKS 


BECAUSE YOU ARE A VENI-YAN-CARI. 
AN AWAKENED ONE! AND YOU HAVE 








I DON’T THINK THEY’LL 
ENEN NOTICE YOU, BONE... 
AGENTS OF THE LOCUST (BRM 
WILL STOP ATNOTHING 4 
TO FREE THEIR 
MASTER. 


| THE DREAMING? IT IS THI IT’S A FORGOTTEN HUM 
) ISN'T THAT a THAT ALL THE ANIMALS 
| THE NAME FOR N AND ALL THE TREES ARE STILL 
USTENING TO. of 
IT’S JUST US WHO CAN’T < 
HEAR IT ANYMORE. Sa 





Al 
{s 
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Council in the Dark 


THERE ARE THOSE 
WHO ARE TRAINED 
TOUSTEN... 















THERE ARE 
REPORTS COMING OUT OF ; 
THE EASTERN MOUNTAINS THAT 

THE RAT CREATURES HAVE A x 

NEW GEAPER. A LEAPER WHO 

WEARS A HOOD vel 
POWN OVER HiS FACE . 

THIS 1S IN 

KEEPING WITH THE | 
TRAPITIONAL MANNER 

OF THE PISCIPLES 

OF VENU WHO. 


=f 
THE PISCIPLES OF VENU A RITUAL INTENPEP TO 
ARE ALSO A MYSTICAL FREE THE LOCUST USING 
SECT. A RELIGIOUS EITHER MY GRANDVAUGHTER, 
oer cit cel MMAY BE PLANNING: OR YOUR COUSIN 
HI LE. 
rie PHONCIBLE. 
RITUAL... 





The Dragonslayer 
ITHAT’S WHY WE’RE TAKING THORN 
TO THE ANCIENT CITY OF 

ATHBIA, WHERE SHE’LL 

BE SAFE. 
2M NOT 
GOING TO 
ATHEIA, 





LISTEN 10 YOU? 
WHY? 


EVERYTHING YOU 
EVER TOLD ME 
Lie! 




















exo. ee a 
Ss THEY TOLD US THEY COULD SEE 
sore. IT 1S TRUE! ON THE 
1 bay YOU WERE BORN YOUR PREAMS ON THE HORIZON 
THE DRAGONS CAME 
us 


PILLAR OF FIRE. 
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Council in ihe Dark 


— a, ~w 
9O SOMETHING 
BONE! 
—— 


‘SHE’S IN PANGER/ 


' STOP HER! | 
SHE DOESN’T 
KNOW WHAT SHE’S 
POING/! 
4 


r. 





The Dragonslayer 


Hi 
TAKE THIS 
SWORD WITH 
you. 


a NOW, GO! QUICK, BEFORE DON’T WORRY ABOUT ME, 
YOU LOSE HER. GET THORN BACK TO YOU GO SEZ LUCIUS POWN! 
THE BARREL-HAVEN TAVERN IN ONE BE SURE AN? TELL HIM THAT 
THE RAT CREATURES HAVE 
EVACUATED 
THE VALLEY... 





Council in the Dark 





The Dragonslayer 














; 
\ 





MS 
ABOUT THAT 
FAIRY PRINCESS 
REMARK. 








Council in ihe Dark 


WHAT ARE YOU 
OOING WITH THAT 
THING, ANYWAY? 


WHAT, THIS? 
I DUNNO. 
I JUST WANTED 


YES, WE’RE SAFE! 
WHAT IS THIS WALL 
DOING HERE? 
a PIP buCIUS HAVE 
YOU BUILD IT? 





LUCIUS NEVER CAME 
BACK LAST NIGHT - - 
HE WENT OUT LOOKIN’ 
FOR YOU AN’ @RAN’MA BEN, 
BUT HE NEVER 
CAME BACK! 
















OW = ~ UH, 2M AFRAID 


THAT’S TERRIBLE! I GAN’? LET YOU IN. 


LET US IN’ STRICT ORDERS! WE’RE NOT 
ABSOLUTELY NO STRANGERS! 
STRANGERS ARE LET US IN7 


ALLOWEP TO PASS 
THE GATE! 


WHAT ARE YOU 
TALKING ABOUT? 






SORRY, 
MR. BONE, 
BUT ACCORPING 
TO THE NEW 


BOSS, ANYBODY 
WHO’S NOT INSIDE 
|S A STRANGER? 





strict 
ORPERS! 
AFRAID THERE’S 

A NOTHIN’ 

CAN 0. 


















The Dragonslayer 


ned : 
Ny yy 


yee -_—— ~ 

MM fy Mh om 
LUM oben 

fle 
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Chapter Four: The Straggler 





The Dragonslayer 


THE MEN OF PAWA HAVE TURNED 
AND JOINED YOUR ARMY... THE ANCIENT 
CITY OF THE BAST IS ONCE AGAIN 


A CONTINGENCY OF TROOPS 
IS MASSING ALONG THE BORDER 


THAT RUNS BETWEEN PAWA 
ANG ATHEIA ..- 
THEY AWAIT YOUR INSTRUCTIONS « 


WHAT OF 
THe 
IINGPQOM 


















THERE WIL BE A GREAT 
BATTLE THE LIKES OF WHICH ATHEIA 
HAS NEVER SEEN.... 

WHAT ARB 
YOU POINE 
FO 

FREE 
US? 





R THE ONE WHO BEARS A STAR 


| REMAINS IN THE SMALL NORTHERN 
VILLAGE OF BARRELHAVEN 







THE GR 


WHERE IS THE 
AGL? 








f SHE IS ALSO IN THE VILLAGE... 
ALL OUR ENEMIES ARE THERE 
THE C(AUKEN MOTHER THE PRINCESS 
THE BONES ... 
AN? THE GREAT REP DRAGON 


ONCE THE FINAL CAMPAIGN 
BEGINS ... WE WiLL CRUSH THIS: 
VILLAGE ... AND DESTROY YOUR 

ENEMIES IN ONE SWIFT BLOW! 
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The Straggler 


YOU ARB 
OUR BYES 
AN? OUR 
MY LOVE. 
is ME THIS 
GUBSTION « « « 


KINGPOK 
| WOUNDED IN AN ENCOUNTER WITH 


| THE PRINCESS ... A POORWAY TO. 
THE DREAMING WAS TEMPORARILY 


ANOTHAS 


A 
MUST FB 
TO 
REACH 
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The Dragonslayer 


WHAT 90 YOU «++ BUT HER POWER MAY 
NEED... Ad SE USE? AGAINST US .... 
THE GIRb FOR? WOUL?P IT NOT BE SAFER 
TO SUST DESTROY HER ~ - 


BUT YOU HAVE ME.....- 


we 
HAVE NOT 
POR@OTTAN o o » 


YOUR 





The Straggler 


you kow >} 
WE NEED 
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The Dragonslayer 


OUR BEST WINE’ 

ME AN’ TH MISSUS 

JUST WANTED YOU 
TO WANE IT. 


THEY WERE WE TRIED TO KEEP 
PROBABLY THEM FROM GOING 


? EATEN BY BACK OUT. SHOULD WE 
‘ THE SAME PRAGON START POSTING THE 
Tl 


> 


HAT ATTACKED NIGHT SENTRIES? 
THEM LAST 


NY JONATHAN! 
ANY SIGN OF 








The Straggler 


I TOLP you PUT THE GATES 

YOU WERE WASTING /, BACK UP AT BOTH 
YOUR TIME! ENDS, AN’ POST 
NOW, GET IN HERE . TH’ SENTRIES! 

WHERE IT’S SAFE! : f 


“MON, FONE! ' BECAUSE HE’S 
SOME HOT FOOD THE PRAGONSLA - 74 
BOTTLE OF WINE 


I TRUST YOULL 2 / NOT [- oF course! you 
BE JOINNG US TONIGHT. MUST De EXHAUS IER 


AS WELL, THORN? £'D LiKE Pl ! 
TO BE YOU'RE WELGOME TO 
ALONE FOR STAY IN THE TOWER 
A WHILE, a ROO 


HEH - ~ 
I’M AFRAID 
INE TAKEN OVER 
THE BIG ROOM 
ONER TH’ BAR’ 








The Dragonslayer 


BUT YOU'LL BE 
JOINING US, 
RIGHT, 
FONE BONE? 


OH, FONE BONE. 
WHAT HAVE I PONE? 
LZ THOUGHT GRAN’MA WOULD 
JUST FOLLOW US. 


NOW SHE’S GONE. 
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The Straggler 


OKAY, THEN, / 
SEB’ you > 


s IN TH 
Me MORNING. 


























The Dragonslayer 





[Nor WHAT ARE YOU UP TO? 
WHAT'S WITH THAT 


STOCKAVE YOU HAP PUT UP 


AROUND TH’ SQUARE? 
AN’ WHY ARE TH’ 
TOWNSPEOPLE PUTTIN’ YOU 
UP IN SUCH HIGH STYLE? 


THAT’S THE BEST PART! 


YA GOTTA 
ADMIT - - IT 
SURE MAKES OUR 


TOB EASY! 
WE 








YOU GUYS KIbb ME! NO, WE 
ont YOU HAVE TH’ HAVE ANY QUALMS. 


SLIGHTEST QUALMS 
ABOUT PROFITING 
OFF OF OTHER PEOPLE’S 
FEARS AN’ PARANOIA? 


TH’ TOWNSPEOPLE LOVE US, FONE BONE! 7} 
THEY CAN’T GIVE US STUFF 
FAST ENOUGH! 


THEYRE PAYIN’ 
US IN SIbK AN? 


WE DON’T 


WE’RE SUST GIVIN’ ‘EM 
WHAT THEY WANT! 
\F THEY WANNA 
BE VICTIMS, LET ‘EM! 





The Straggler 


YOU CAN’T FEEL EXACTLY! BESIDES, AS LONG AS THEIR 
PEOPLE LIKE GUARD IS UP, SUL BE 
| TO BE SAFE FROM TH! 
“ace TMS! in RAT CREATURES! 
UNASSAILABLE 


MORAL SUPERIORITY 


ABOUT iT... 





I’M WORKIN’ ON A SCHEME RIGHT 
NOW THAT’S GONNA PAY OFF BIG! 


@ET US OUTTA BEBT, AND OUTTA THI 
VALLEY SCOT-FREE - - 
ANS I SHOULD HAVE ENOUGH 
PLUNGER LEFT OVER SO WE CAN 
LIVE LIKE KINGS WHEN WE GET BACK 
TO BONEVILLE! 















LONGER, 
ANYWAY? 

















f x QB 
\ sy 

Si 
AWS 


The Dragonstayer 


a NO, \* BUT FONE, YOU HOLD IT - - 
CURE er 1’ SERIOUS! GOTTA COME BACK! )( THIS IS ABOUT 


BUSINESS. 


KIDDIN’, RIGHT, ; A 
P +) (ct STAYIN’ HERE. 
FONE BONE? S$ WE CAN'T LEAVE HORN, 
THERE’S TOO MUCH i i 1ORN, 
UNFINISHED iTHOUT YOU ISN'T iT? 


FONE BONE, FONE BONE... GET OVER 
COUSIN - ~ OLP PAL, _ HER, MAN! 
WHEN ARE YOU GONNA GET YOURE NOT 
A_CLUE? HER TYPE! 
YOU QON’T HAVE a 
A GHANCE 
WITH THORN! 





i’M JUST SHE’S NOT I’M TALKIN’ ABOUT 
SAYING THAT MY GIRLFRIEND, ALL THE TROUBLE THAT’S 
IF I WERE yOu, AN? THAT’S NOT GOIN’ ON IN TH’ VALLEY 
I/D START LOOKIN’ WITH TH’ PRAGON AN? THE 
FOR ANOTHER RAT CREATURES? 


GIRLFRIEND? 
WE'RE MIXER 
UP IN ALL THIS! 





The Straggler 


OH, YBAH? 
THEN WHY ARE THE 
RAT CREATURES 
LOOKING FOR 


AN’ WHY IS TH? 
REP DRAGON 
APPEARING IN 
MY PREAMS? 


ne. 


|S weat ABouT OuR 
MIPSUMMER’S BAY PLAN? 
HOW WILL WE GET 
HOME WITHOUT 
HIS HELP? 


L PON’T KNOW, 
AN’ I PON’T 
CARE? AFTER 

MIDSUMMER’S PAY 

you? I’M QUTTA HERE 

WHETHER YOU COME 
OR NOT! 


THAT'S 
GREAT, 
PHONEY. 


I THINK WE’RE 
GONNA HAVE TO FIN? 
SOME OTHER WAY TO 

GET A DRAGON... 





The Dragonslayer 


eustiene! 
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The Straggler 


at 
aN we vy 


EXCUSE 


MG OuiRe 
CRUSHING 





513 


The Dragonslayer 


“GRANDMOTHER? 


‘ ‘ 


4 
4 
. 
“ 





514 


The Straggler 


GRANOMOTHER' 
PO NOT GO INTHE ‘— 
CAVE ao 


WARM PULL 5 
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The Dragonslayer 


SSeS 


SA ED =) 
o3/ 


oF Wi} 





The Straggler 


eS 
este sf —) 
\ 7s NN ~ AV 


= 
Hig « 
y | 





The Dragonslayer 





. i 
<a) if 
See | 


Oh, THANK 


GOOON 


ess! 





The Straggler 


WERE YOU HAVING IM AUTTLE 
PIZZY - - 


WHY’? YOU WAKE 
ME UP? 


YOU KNOW HOW 
TH’ RAT CREATURES 
EVACUATE? THE 
VALLEY? 









THOSE THINGS KILLED MY 
PARENTS // HOW COULD 
YOU BRING ONE INTO 

NY ROOM7// 


uM, 
WE HAVE A 


The Dragonstayer 


Se 


Fg coe: Sos 
GET \T OuTOF S 
\— 


, i, 





Chapter Five. Deliver Us These Laws 


SORRY TO WAKE YOU, SIR, 


BUT IT’S LUGIUS! HE'S BACK AND 


SMILEY! GET DRESSED 
AN’ GO ROUND UP TH’ 
, 
OKAY. .. LET HIM IN’ MILITIA! 
AND GIVE HIM ANYTHING 
HE WANTS! I'LL BE 





$21 


The Dragonslayer 


7 5 y 
HurRy! WHAT’D TH << oer tHese NX 

MES Path BOSS SAY? 

TE! % 


bucius’ 
“YOU'RE BACK! 4 


WHERE YA BEEN, 
KCIUS? YOu 


SAS, 
; 
i 
ie 





Deliver Us These Laws 


WHAT PO YA MEAN WHILE YOU WERE OUT cS 
LOOKIN’ FOR GRAN’MA BEN, WE WERE 
BUSY PUTTIN’ UP THESE GATES! 


WE GOTTA GET 
PERMISSION FROM 
TH’ BOSS BEFORE WE 
LET ANYONE PASS 
TH GATE! 


IS THAT RIGHT? 
AND SUST EXACTLY 


, 


SURE, CUZ! 
WHAT’S UP? 


523 


THANKS TO 
‘TH’ NEW BOSS, 
WE’RE FINALLY DOIN’ 
SOMETHIN’ 


C’MERE’ 
IT’S BACK IN 


a THE STABLES” 





The Dragonslayer 


4 is 
Wicius / on BE SIG, tee 
PRETTY GOOD FOR SUCH SHORT 


Wee ren ree NOTICE, PON’T YOU THINK? 


r JUST A PRECAUTION, FRIEND. I’M DOING THIS 
UNDERSTAND YOU _CAN’T BE TOO CAREFUL OUT OF CONCERN, 
I NEEDED YOUR THAT’S ALL. 
PERMISSION KEEP THE INSIDERS IN, AND MADE IN YOUR THE WORL? IS A 
TO GET BACK THE OUTSIDERS Out! CAPACITY AS VERY DANGEROUS 
. Boss? PLACE, AN? WE WANT 
TO KEEP IT AT 
A PISTANCE! 


WELL, I DON’T LUCIUS, LUCIUS, Lucius! 
LIKE IT! AS A RESPONSIBLE MEMBER OF YOU PO CARE 
X WANT IT THIS TOWN, YOU SHOULD BE ABOUT THE SAFETY 
TORN DOWN! IN FAVOR OF ANY PROTECTIVE OF YOUR NEIGHBORS, 
MEASURES THAT WE HAVE { PON’T YOU? 
IN PLACE! f 





Deliver Us These Laws 


YOU'RE NOT 
FOOLIN’ ANYONE, 
ARE YOU PHONEY. BONE! 
is YOU PLANNE? THIS 
A ORAGON IN THIS TOWN! WHOLE PRAGONSLAYER ARE YOU 
WE OON’T NEED YOU — (PHING SUSTATO PUT 
TO PROTECT US’ CHARGES 


NOW, WE’? LIKE TO OFFER YOU 
ME SHELTER FOR THE NIGHT ... 


N’T SEB BUT UNFORTUNATELY WE’RE USING 
YOUR ROOM AT TH’ TAVERN 
COOPERATE WITH FOR OUR COMMAND CENTER, 
SOMETHING THAT 


FOR YOU TO 
SLEEP IN 


THE 
KITCHEN? 





The Dragonslayer 





Z’M SORRY, 
SINCE WHEN 90 YOU SINCE HE Lucius Bur We 


GUYS LISTEN TO ANYTHING WENPELL ... 
PHONEY SAYS? 


(S THAT TH? WAY 
Ab’ YOU BOYS FEEL? 


Y RORY? 


EUCLIP? 





[£ NOW THAT THAT'S SETTLED, 
Z THINK YOU'LL FIND THE 
ACCOMMOPATIONS IN TH’ KITCHEN , I'LL SLEEP 
TO BE SUITABLY SPARTAN... wy IN TH’ BARN? 














Deliver Us These Laws 


HURRY UP, FONE BONE 
E WANT TO SEE ane BABY 
RAT CREATURE HE’S RIGHT HERE 
vRE HOLD ON 


TALL HGHT A 
CANDLE... 


IT IS A CUB’ 
YEAH. 
HAVE YOU SHE FLIPPED 
SHOWN THIS Our, 


TO THORN? 
BS TIME 


THAT’S TOO BAD, 
HE LOOKS KINDA 
SWEET! 





The Dragonslayer 


ANY ‘TRICKS? GEE, I DUNNO, LET’S SEE IF 
SMILEY. INE GOT ANY 
HE’S NOT A FOOD ON ME... HALE A CHEESE 


PET, HE’S A SANOWICH? 
RAT CREATURE! PERFECT! 


CAN HE DO TRICKS? I BET HE’S SMART! AU ! 
° 






OKAY, LITTLE FELLA, 
ARE YA HUNGRY? 
HUH? ARE YA? 





HEY, HEY/ HIDE TH’ CuBl 


SEE? I TOLD YA 


HE WAS SMART! SOMEBODY'S 








Deliver Us These Laws 


THORN IS SAFE - - 
SHE’S SLEEPING 
AT THE TAVERN! 

I PON‘T KNOW 
bile He teas 


WHERE’S ROSE? 

WHERE’S THORN? 

HAS ANYTHING 
HAPPENEP TO THEM? 


BUT BEFORE 
= WENT 
SHE HANPED 
ME THIS? 


529 


SPEAK UP? 
WHO’S THERE? 
It’s US 
MR. POWN’ 
FONE BONE ANP 
SMILEY BONE’ 


YES! YES’ 
SHE AND THORN HAD 
A FIGHT! 

THORN RAN OFF, AN’ 
GRAN’MA WANTEP ME TO 
FOLLOW HER! WHEN £ 
LEFT GRAN’MA BEN, SHE 
WAS STANPING OUT IN 
THE WOODS’ 


WHEN DID YOU 
SEE HER LAST? 
WAS SHE ALL 
RIGHT? 


YES, SHE WANTED ME 
TO TELL YOU THAT THE 
RAT CREATURES HAVE 
EVACUATED TH’ VALLEY! 





The Dragonslayer 


MMMM, . 
EVACUATED THE VALLEY . 


IT’S THE NIGHTS 
OF LIGHTNING 
ALL OVER AGAIN... wets 
NIGHT 


OF 
UGHTNING? 


THIS IS TH’ TREATY ZONE. 


DIP ROSE TELL YOU 
ANYTHING ELSE? DID SHE 
SAY WHERE SHE WAS GOING? 


IT’S A VICIOUS ATTACK BY THE 
RAT CREATURES!! 


ROSE MUST 
THINK THE RAT 
CREATURES ARE 
GOING TO BREAK 
TH’ TREATY, 


BUT SHE PID TELL US THE TRUTH ABOUT 
HER BEING THE QUEEN OF ATHEIA, 
AN’ THAT THORN iS THE HAIR TO 
THE THRONE! 


THAT’S OPP, THE LORD OF 
THE LOCUSTS WAS AN ANCIENT 
ENEMY OF THE DRAGONS! 

I THOUGHT HE GOT TURNED 
INTO STORE OR SOMETHING 
BACK WHEN THE DRAGONS STILL 
RULED THE EARTH, 


G@RAN’MA 
was 





WHAT EVSE DID 
ROSE TELL YOU? 


THE STICK-EATERS. 
THEY’RE A MILITARY 

ORDER THAT WENT 
UNDERGROUNP WHEN 
THE KINGDOM FELL. 


HEY? 


Deliver Us These Laws 


WE TALKED ABOUT 
THORN’S DREAMS. 
AND... THORN CAN 
HEAR SOME KIND OF HUM 
THAT THE REST OF 
US CAN'T HEAR... 


THE PREAMING! 
THAT’S WHAT GRAN’MA 
KEPT CALLING iT. 

I GUESS 
THESE STICK-EATERS 
STUPY DREAMS. 


\S THORN A REAL 


PRINCESS WITH A GROWN 
AN’ 


EVERYTHING? 


HOW PO F 
KNOW, SMILEY? 
YEAH, WITH A CROWN 


AN’ 


EVERYTHING! 


TH’ WHOLE WORKS! 
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WE HAD A FEW ROUGH 
DAYS, YEAH. 


OH! SHE ALSO TOLD US 
ABOUT THE PISCIPLES OF 
VENU ~ - THESE MONKS WHO 
STUDY DREAMS ANP WEAR 
THEIR HOOPS PULLED DOWN 
OVER THEIR FACES! 


STICK-EATERS BELIEVE THAT 
OUR DREAMS CONNECT US ALL 
BACK TO SOME 
ORIGINAL 
SOURCE. 


ARE you 
A DISCIPLE OF 


WHAT HAPPENED THE OTHER 
NIGHT, BONE? 

WE HEARD YOU YELLIN’ ABOUT 
A PRAGON, BUT BY THE TIME 
WE GOT THERE, ALL WE FOUN? 
WAS BLOOD SPATTERED 
ON THE GROUND. 





The Dragonslayer 


LI WAS CALLING OUT TO I THINK 
TH’ DRAGON FOR HELP, BECAUSE TL KNOW THAT KINGPOK HAP 
WE WERE BEING ATTACKED By A MONSTER, \v OUT FOR 

GIANT RAT CREATURE CALLED GRAN’MA BEN, 
KING9DOK,S BUT THORN 
WAS ABLE 


TO 
RESCUE HER... 


SHE CUT HIS ARM OFF? 
eB ON Te AR WITH GRAN’MA’S SWORD?! 


p WOOF = 
WUE AN MASS WELL THE CAT’S REALLY OUT 
OF TH’ BAG NOW. 
WE BETTER GO FIN? 


THORN. rt JUST 


CAN’T GET 
OVER IT 
A PRINCESS’ 


I MEAN, WHO’P HAVE THOUGHT 
THAT OUR LITTLE THORN - - 
LIVING IN A COTTAGE WITH HER UNBELIEVABLE? 
GRANPMOTHER OUT IN THE MIDOLE 
OF AN OLD, DARK FOREST - - WOULD 
TURN OUT TO BE 
A PRINCESS: 
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Deliver Us These Laws 


Y*KNOW .. 
bUCIUS WAS RIGHT 
ABOUT ONE 


THING ... 


JUST GOT ME 
THINKIN’? THAT S 
ALL 





The Dragonsiayer 


[7 SO WHAT iF THERE’S NEVER 
BEEN A DRAGON IN THIS TOWN? 
I bIKE THE FENCE ‘CAUSE IT MAKES 


SURE THERE AIN’T NEVER 
GONNA BE NO PRAGONS 
IN THIS TOWN! 

‘ 


A 


WHY SHOUL? WE BE AFRAID 
TO GO OUT AT NIGHT? 
ARE WE GONNA LET THOSE 
ORAGONS RULE OUR 


WHAT/RE YOU 
GETTIN’ AT, 
WENDEL? 


LET’S MAKE HIM GO OUT THERE 
AND GET RID OF THOSE DRAGONS! 


=e 


AY .... 
YOU’RE RIGHT! 


I LIKE THE FENCE, TOO, BUT 
OOES IT SEEM RIGHT TO YOu 
THAT WHILE WE’RE HIDIN’ IN HERE, 
THOSE PRAGONS ARE OUT 

THERE WALKIN’ 


BLOODY PRAGONS’ 
BUT AS LONG AS 
THEYRE OUT THERE, 
WHAT CAN WE 
vo? 


HIRED A 
DRAGONSLAYER, 
OION'T WE? 


+ ++FOR OUR WIVES 
ANO KIOS ... 
IT’S TIME FOR THE 
DRAGONSLAYER TO 
START EARNING 
HIS KEEP. 


FOR OUR 
FAMILIES ... 
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The Dragonslayer 





Fag YOU'RE SAFE. 
\ 


p) 


7 — 7 
Bra = YOU’RE SAFE, 
- aN = 

ale, ca = is = 2 7 
ea! > ‘ 
- 1 ; x wh = 





aR 


a . 
Rp ~ 
teaser 
= 
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. +++ FAR TOO LONG HAVE WE BEEN 
FORCED TO LVE ON THE BARREN SLOPES 
OF THE HIGH PLACES ... 


HAIRY MEN OF THE MOUNTAIN TRIGES! 
YOUR WEARY YEARS OF OPPRESSION 
AND HUMILIATION ARE NEAR THEIR END... 


LAWS WHICH ARE PROCLAIMED 
FOR Abb TO HEAR 
++ SO SPEAKS THE LOR? OF THE LOCUSTS -- 


The Dragonslayer 


MEN OF PAWA, WHO COME FROM 
THE STURDY HILLS OF THE SOUTH.... 
NO LONGER WILL YOUR FAMILIES TOIL IN 
THE DUST AN? ROCKS OF YOUR FARAWAY LANO .. 


FOR THE LORD OF OUR DREAMS AN? THE KING 
OF ALL MISTS SPEAKS TO YOU THROUGH ME... 
AN? DELIVERS US THESE LAWS .. 





LAW THE FIRST: 
ALL THE VALLEYS AND ALL THE LANDS BETWEEN 


THE MOUNTAINS OF THE RISING SUN 
AND THE MOUNTAINS OF THE SETTING SUN . 
BELONG NOW AND FOREVER TO THE PEOPLE d 
OF THE HOLY HOUSE OF MISTS: } 


"= SO SAYETH THE LORP OF THE LOCUSTS ~~ ; 





Deliver Us These Laws 


F \ ALL THOSE WHO LIVE IN THE VALLEY WITHOUT 
5 . THE PERMISSION OF THE HOLY HOUSE OF MISTS, 00 SO 
f NOT WITH THE RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES OF THE PEOPLE, 


SAYETH BUT AS TRESPASSERS AN? BURDENS ON 
THE: OR? OF : THE HOUSE OF MISTS. 


«SO SAYETH THE LORO OF THE LOCUSTS - ~ 





FOR THE LORD OF OUR PREAMS AND THE KING 
OF ALL MISTS SPEAKS THROUGH ME UNTO YOU... 
AND DELIVERS US THESE LAWS... 


SO SAYETH 
THE LOR? 


OF 
THE LOCUSTS: 


cy, 
- 


a THIS PAY 
PORTH 2 








The Dragonslayer 


22 WE SHALL 


TARB 


, . Wi \ jh 
‘ w M WwW 


RaW STEERS . pat 
\ “oD Nan Vinee 
| Re. | \ 
care 


“yp 
o? 


aly 








Chapter Six: The Midsummer's Day Plan 


ei es ee 
Anz ao 


Com 


2 Qorrh a 
i aS se i) 


THE CAMES FROM 
THE VILLAGE, 





541 


COULP BE 
TODAY, 
TOMORROW 
AT TH? 
LATEST. 


EBUCLIO’S GOT 
SOME OF TH’ 
BOYS HELPIN’ 
HIM MOVE THE 
FORGE THIS 
AFTERNOON. 


YOUR COUSIN 
MISSED A MEAL? 
THAT IS STRANGE! 


ACTUALLY, SIR, 
THE BOYS WANTED 
ME TO TALK TO 
you ABOUT 
THAT, 


The Dragonslayer 


NERY GOOD, 
WENQELL! 
LOOKS LIKE 
EVERYBODY'S 
UNPER MY, 
GONTROL - -1¢ 


< MEAN, 
IT LOOKS LIKE 
YOU HAVE 
EVERY THING 


UNDER 
GONRTROL? 


SPEAKING OF 
MEALS, WENCELL, 

I NOTICED THAT MY 
OMELET THIS MORNING 
WAS A LITTLE SMALLER 

THAN USUAL. AN? AT 

LUNGH, THE SERVING 

OF HAM WAS 
A BIT STINGY, .. 


NO, SIR. 
NOT EXACTLY, 


THE BOYS 
ARE WORRIEO 
ABOUT MY 
HEALTH? 


WHAT ABOUT THE 
BLACKSMITH? 

IF WE’RE GONNA DEFEND 
THIS TOWN AGAINST 
PRAGONS, WE NEE TO 
START BEATING THOSE 
PLOWSHARES INTO 
SWORDS, YOU KNOW, 


SAY, WENDELL, 
HANE YOU SEEN 
i a SMILEY BONE? 4 
HE TOOK OFF 


AFTER BREAKFAST, 
AN’ HE NEVER 
SHOWED UP FOR 
LUNCH... 
=s 
3 


THE VILLAGERS AREN’T 
HOLDIN’ OUT ON ME, ARE THEY? 
A DRAGONSLAYER HAS TO 
KEEP UP HIS STRENGTH! 

L COULP BE CALLED 
UPON TO FIGHT A 


ys SHOULD WARN 
YOU, WENGELL, 
THAT MOOD CAN 
EFFECT A 
DRAGONSLAYER’S 
READINESS, 





The Midsummer's Day Plan 









1S JUST THAT 3 U PRO, it’s sust THAT SW 
SO THAT'S ; T 
TH’ BOYS THOUGHT HOW IT’S WE'VE BEEN FEEDIW’ YOU 
THAT ALOT OF TIME \ conna BE, HUH? 
AN’ EFFORT COULD BE ] CU OUCy our. 
SAVED IF YOU 
ACTUALLY WENT 
OUT AND SLAYED 


DON’T GET CHEAP 
ON ME, WENPELL! 
\F YOU CAN'T <J 
J AFFORD TO HAVE 
A PRAGONSLAYER 
AROUND, 
JUST SAY SO, 
BUT DON’T GO 
HOLPIH’ OUT ON 
MES 





















[> HAVEN’T GONE OUT 
TO KILL DRAGONS 
EVEN ONCE! 




















WE’/RE HOT HOLDIN’ 
JON YOU! WE PAIP YOU TO 
BE A DRAGONSLAYER, 
AN’ WE WANT YOU TO 


OF COURSE 
LPO! LT KNOW THAT 
YOU AN? THE VILLAGERS 
ARE HOARGING 





























YOU THINK £ 
DON’T KNOW 












a SLAY A DRAGON! 
HOLDIN’ OUT YOUR BEST. 
PIN’ Ol GOODS AN 
LON MED a LIVESTOCK FOR IT! 
TOUTING: (S THAT ANY 
ON TE RNOY WAY TO TREAT 
youR 


MIPSUMMER’S 
DAY PICNIC? 


PROTECTOR?! 


B-BUT THE PICNIC IS 
A TRAPITION! IT 
MEANS SO 
MUCH TO THE 
CHILOREN! 


THIS IS A STATE 
OF EMERGENCY, MISTER! 
WE DON’T HAVE TIME FOR 
FRIVOLOUS CELEBRATIONS! 


NOW, YOU AN’ THE BOYS «14 AND BRING 
@ATHER UP ALL THESE GOODIES TH’ VILLAGERS! 
YOU BEEN HIDIN’ FROM ME, IT’S TIME YOU ALL LEARNED 
AN? BRING “EM TO TH’ : ABOUT MY PLANS FOR 
CENTER OF TH’ COMPOUND MIOSUMMER’S DAY! 


AT DUSK... 





The Dragonslayer 


THAT WENDELL’S 
A LOUSY INGRATE JUST 
UKE TH’ REST OF “EM! 
T/L SHOW “EM THEY CAN’T 
HOLD OUT ON 
PHONCIBLE P. BONE! 


WHERE 
SMILEY 


WANT 


BONE iS? 
HE’S NEVER 
AROUND? WHEN £ 


MOST OF MY 
MIDSUMMER’S DAY 
PLAN IS READY, 
BUT THERE ARE 
STILL A FEW 
THINGS THAT NEED TO 
BE TAKEN CARE OF. 


<a 





OH, WELL, I GUESS AN 
ENTERPRISING, YOUNG 

DRAGONSLAYER’S WORK 
» iS NEVER DONE? 





HEY, WE GOT A 
DOZEN DISPLACED 
FAMILIES LIVING IN 

TH’ COMPOUND! 


‘EM 
SOMEHOW? 


COLLECTION? 
TH’ DEFENSE OF 
THIS TOWN 
AIN‘T FREE, 
YA KNOW’ 
EVERYBODY'S: 
GOTTA 
CHIP IN! 


{ wrat po you iy” 
WANT? afl 
WA 
2 | 


BY A 


THEY'RE DISPLACED 
BECAUSE YOU 
DISPLACED THEM, 


SO, WHAT 
CAN I PUT 
YA DOWN FOR 
TODAY? 
THREE 
CHICKENS? 








The Mid-Summer's Day Plan 


I DON’T HAVE SS \ [  yvourre vesrerate, 
ANY MORE CHICKENS, HAVE ANY I GOT A BARREL OF 
YOU AN’ YOUR SHADY 
FRIENDS ALREADY 
TOOK “EM ALL. 


Lt JUST 
Put You A 
DOWN 
FOR 
SIX 
CHICKENS 
TOMORROW. 








The Dragonslayer 








The Midsurnmer’s Day Plan 








FONE BONE? 

IS THAT YOU? 

It'S ME-~ 
SMILEY! 








SMILEY BONE? INE OH! WELL, PON’T WORRY, 
WHAT ARE yOu I GUESS T IT WON'T GO TO 
DOING HERE? OIPN’T NEED TO WASTE - - 
SMUGGLIN’ IN BRING ALL THIS, 
Lamia TH’ THEN. 
AT 
CREATURE! (Speen tO. 


7 





LISTEN, SMILEY, 
THIS CUB CAN'T 
STAY HERE. 

WE HAVE TO MOVE 

HIM? 





JEEZ. SMILEY! IT’S FOR 
HIS SAFETY? 

JUST THINK WHAT WOULD. 
HAPPEN IF Lucius 
FOUN? OUT WE WERE 
KEEPING A RAT CREATURE 
IN HIS: BARN 


THAT'S NOT 
EXACTLY 
WHAT I HAD IN MIND, 
L AIGURED IT 
WOULD BE 
GOOD ENOUGH IF 
WE COULD JUST 
GET HIM OUT OF THE 
COMPOUND? 


The Dragonsiayer 


BECAUSE HE’S IN 
DANGER HERE! THORN 
THREATENED TO KILL HIM 
ONCE ALREADY! 


HE NEEDS TO GO WE COULD TAKE 
BACK TO THE HIM BACK TO 
SO WHAT EASTERN MOUNTAINS TH’ MOUNTAINS 
ARE WE TO BE WITH OTHER OURSELVES! 
GONNA RAT CREATURES. 
? 


YOU HIDE 
TH’ CUB - - 
LL HIDE 
TH FOOD! 
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The Mid-Summer's Day Pian 


KNOW YOURE 


UM... YEAH 
I’M IN HERE, 
THORN... 









DON’T WORRY: 
I WONT 
HURT IT: 


OH, SURE. 
LE uP 
SOME HAY. 
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The Dragonslayer 


THANK YOU. 


KNOW HOW TO DON’T 


BEGIN... HAVE TO - - 


l yes. THERE so 


BAO THAT I’M AFRAID 
TO GO TO SLEEP, 


L CAN’T TELL. 
I’M SO TIRED THAT 
EVEN WHEN 1’ 
AWAKE IT 
FEELS LIKE A 












ARE YOU 
OKAY? 





WHAT’S HAPPENING, FONE 
BONE? 


WHY IS EVERYTHING GCHANGING?/ 
WHY CAN‘T WE GO 
BACK TO THE WAY IT WAS 
BEFORE? 


THORN, THE DREAMS ARE 
I DON’T REALLY you GETTING WORSE. 





THORN, THIS IS 
SERIOUS! 
WE GOTTA 
PO SOMETHIN’! 








The Midsummer's Day Plan 





vr 








THE FARMHOUSE? 
THAT WON’T HELP 
ANYTHING’ 
DON’T YOU REMEMBER? 
GRAN’MA BEN SAID 
(T WASN’T SAFE 
THERE ANYMORE’ 


IM GOING 
BACK TO THE 
FARMHOUSE 









«.. WHY DON’T YOU STAY 
HERE WITH ME AN’ SMILEY? 
YOU COULD HELP US! 
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WE’RE GONNA SNEAK TH’ 
CUB OUT OF TH’ COMPOUND 
TONIGHT, AN’ SET HIM FREE? 


JUST PROMISE ME 
YOU’LL THINK ABOUT 
\T BEFORE YOU 
LEAVE... 





The Dragonslayer 








WHY SHOULD WE DON'T 
CARE WHAT SHE SAY 
SAYS? SHE THAT. 
ABANPONED US' THORN. 
WE DON'T 
KNOW 
WHAT 
HAPPENED. 


I’M SORRY, BUT BUT THE FARMHOUSE 
INE MADE UP IS IN TH’ WRONG 
MY MIND. TM DIRECTION! 
GOING BACK. GRAN’MA SAID 
YOU NEEDED TO 
@O SOUTH! 
TO ATHELAS 







WELL. IF YOU 
THINK YOURE GOING 
TO SEE HER AGAIN LOON'T 
WANT IT! 


GIVE THIS BACK 
TOHER... 








The Mid-Summer's Day Plan 


OW MAN! 


ad 
xa 
rg 
20 
83 
HE 


a 
€ 


os x . 


CK IT Out! 


THE PEOPLE? 


Wey! CHE: 
WHAT’S GOIN’ ON WITH ALL 


WHERE’? 
SHE GO? 


IT LOOKS 


LIKE TH’ 
VILLAGERS: 


SHE'S 
GOING BACK 
INTO TRE 
TAVERN! 





The Dragonslayer 








The Midsummer's Day Plan 


BUT IT HAS COME TO MY ATTENTION 
THAT THE TREMENDOUS PILE OF 7’ VERY 
WEALTH THAT I’M STANDING ON DISAPPOINTED. 

WAS SEGRETLY STOCKPILED AWAY 
FOR THE 
MIDSUMMER’S DAY 
PIGNIG! 








NOT ONLY WERE YOU HIDING ALL THIS THIS IS THE 
IT FROM ME... HOARPING! SORT OF THING 
WHICH |S BAD ENOUGH ... ALL THIS THAT ATTRACTS 
BUT LOOK WHAT YOU'VE DONE peceit! DRAGONS AN? OTHER 
‘TO YOURSELVES! HOUSEHOLD PESTS 
IN THE FIRST PLACE! 


PE ’ PEOPLE’ DON’T YOU WE MUST ROOT OUT THIS 
One You SAAS MORAL DECAY IN OUR MIDST BEFORE 
THIS PLAGUE OF PRAGONS ON IT’S TOO LATE? 
YOURSELVES WITH GO TO YOUR HOMES AND GET 
ILLICIT BEHAVIOR! EVERY SINGLE THING OF VALUE THAT 
YOU OWN, AND BRING IT HERE 
IMMEPIA TELY! 
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The Dragonslayer 


-.. ONLY THEN CAN 
THE HEALING PROCESS BEGIN... 


THAT’S IT, 
STEP ASIDE! 


PRAGONS 
ARE A 
COWARPLY 
AND? GREEDY 
SPECIES’ 
THEY LOVE 
PEOPLE WHO 
HOARD 
THINGS! 


Ky 


7 


IY 


PROTECT US? HOW?! 

WITH THAT LITTLE FENCE YOU 
MADE OUT OF TWIGS?! 
THAT FENCE WOULDN’T STOP A 
RAT CREATURE, LET ALONE 
A DRAGON! 





THIS VILLAGE 
HAS A PROBLEM 


WITH ITS 
MORAL 





ZAM THIS VILLAGE’S 
SWORN DRAGONSLAYER! 
EVERYTHING I 9O, <j 
LPO TO 
PROTECT 
THE PEOPLE 
OF 


BARREY- 
HAVEN? 


WHAT PO YOU CARE, ANYWAY? 
ACCORDING TO YOU, PRAGONS 
DON’T EVEN EXIST? 


THEY EXIST, 
ALL RIGHT, 
AN’ YOU DON’T 
KNOW ANYTHING 
ABOuT ‘EM! 
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The Mid-Summer’s Day Plan 


= 
s0/ YOU FINALLY ADMIT Y PEAEVIRE AL AROUN US? 
AND THEYRE ALL AROUND US: 
THAT DRAGONS PO EXIST! - - BUT THEY’RE NOT 
YOU APMIT THAT IT’S ME LIKE YOU SAY THEY ARE/ 


WHO'S TELUNG THE TH’ PRAGONS ARE GOOD! 


YOU’RE MIXIN’ 
EVERYBODY UP! 


\F THEY’RE 
SO coop, 
WHY BO YOU 
HAVE TO 
bIE ABOUT 


JN tHEM? 








JUST TELL ME ONE THING, 


LUCIUS - - JUST ONE THING - ~ 
\F YOU KNEW DRAGONS WERE 
IT’S NOT REAL ALL ALONG, WHY DID YOU TELL 
VIKE THAT - - EVERYONE THEY WERE 
MAKE-BELIEVE? 





MAYBE THE REAL 
QUESTION IS: 
DOES A 
PRAGON HAVE 
YOUR 
TONGUE? 





The Dragonslayer 


( AS 
I WAS SAYING, 
DRAGONS 
ARE A ONE PRAGON 


COWARDLY p 
Srecies ... /\ WE CAN SCARE 


Tt Wilt LEAD 
THIS WAGON TRAIN WEL 
BUIL? AN ALTER, 

AN? USE 
THIS TREASURE 

AS BAIT? 


THIS EMERGENCY 
MEETING OF THE 
PRAGONSLAYER 

HIGH COUNCIL... 


TOMORROW IS MIPSUMMER’S EVE? 


I WANT ALL THIS BOOTY - - ALONG WITH 


ALL TH’ LOOT UP IN MY ROOMS ~- - 
LOADER ONTO WAGONS? 


AND WOE TO THE HAPLESS 
DRAGON WHO STUMBLES INTO 
MY TRAP, BECAUSE 
DRAGON-KABOBS 
BEGIN AT SUNRISE! 


«+e IS ADJOURNED. 


va 


DT 
Y, 





The Mid-Summer's Day Plan 


MR. DOWN? WHY MIP YOU 
TELL PEOPLE THAT PRAGONS 
ARE MAKE-GELIEVE? 


UNFORTUNATELY, 
NOT EVERYONE 


THORN WON’T COME OUT 
OF HER ROOM! SHE 


TALK TO MES 


vs 


SITUATION 
NORMAL, CAPR! 
SPIRALING 
OuT OF CONTROL? 
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The Dragonslayer 


BPESTROY YOUR 
ENEMIES! 


KING@OOK, HAVE A aa. MASTER ?. » WOUL? NOT THE WAR 


TARE A PARTY OF YOUR 
BEST WARRIORS .. FIN? 
FOR YOU. 

‘THE PRINCESS AND THE THREE APVANGE IMMEDIATELY TO 
BONES! BRING THEM 7 GONFRONT THE GREAT REP PRAGON? 
TO ME.. 


SPECIAL MISSION BE BETTER SERVED IF I WERE TO 





The Mid-Summer's Day Plan 


BUT THE BONES ARE SIMPLE FOOLS, WHY PO YOU QUESTION YOUR ORPERS? .... 
AN? THE PRINCESS IS JUST A CHILD! i THAT CHILP AN? HER FOOLS Cut OFF YOUR ARM! 


SURELY, YOU 90 NOT NEEP MYSELF AEE SER REA 


os ENOUGH FOR YOu 
OR MY BEST WARRIORS é Cy 
N | 5 
es | 


PO THEY POSE KINGDOK MY WORTHY COMMANDER ... 
A SERIOUS TAKING LAN? AWAY FROM QUR ENEMIES IS 
THREAT TO OUR 
CONQUEST 


OF THE VALLEY? 





IT IS MUCH MORE 
THAN THAT... . 





The Dragonslayer 








oo°o Ne CH, 
MUCH, 


RMOREB oo°0 








Chapter Seven: The Turning 
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The Dragonsiayer 


FONE BONE, OKAY, SMILEY, ole YOU TELL SHE KNOWS WE’VE 
INE GOT THE OKAY! I JUST WANT HER WHERE BEEN HIDIN’ OUT IN 
CUB WITH ME... TO GINE THORN WE ARE? THE BARN! I TOLP HER 
WE/RE READY A FEW MORE WE WERE GOING TO 
TOGO. MINUTES, SHE MIGHT SNEAK THE RAT 
CREATURE CUB OUT 
OF THE COMPOUND 
TONIGHT? 





Z DON'T, 
THINK SHE’S Sue's COIN’ 
COMNNG: BACK TO HER 
GRANANS 
HOUSE, 


L THOUGHT SHE MIGHT BUT WE CAN‘T WAIT 
CHANGE HER MIN?. SHE’S BEEN SO FOREVER! 
DEPRESSED LATELY, T WAS HOPING \F EVERYTHING’S CLEAR 

THIS MIGHT SNAP HER OUT OF IT... ON YOUR SIDE, WE BETTER 
GET HER MOVING AGAIN, GET STARTED! 
INSTEAP OF SITTIN’ i 
AROUND iN THAT ROOM, 
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The Turning 








The Dragonslayer 


LET THE CUB GO ON 
HiS OWN’ 


HELL BE SAFE Now - - /I | | 





The Turning 


ZL OON’T THINK WELL 
HAVE ANY MORE TROUBLE 
WITH buciUus, BUT 
POST A COUPLE 
OF GUARDS ON THAT 
PILE OF TREASURE 
JUST TO BE SURE. 


SOONER THAT TREASURE 
iS LOADED UP_ON THE 
COWS, THE SOONER 
WE HEAD OFF TO 0O 

MIGHTY BATTVE 
WITH THAT 
MARAUPING DRAGON! 
AND THAT’S WHAT 
YOU WANT, RIGHT? 


NERY GOOD. 
SAY, TONATHAN, 
YOU HAVEN’T SEEN 
MY COUSINS 
AROUND ANYWHERE, 
HAVE YOU? 


NO, SIR, NOT 
FOR A COUPLE 


WELL, SEE IF YOU 
CAN FIND THEM! 
IT’S IMPORTANT 
THEY GO WITK US 
TOMORROW! 


WHERE TH’ HECK ARE 
FONE BONE ANO SMILEY BONE? 
DON’T THEY KNOW I’M ABOUT TO 
PULL OFF THE GREATEST SCAM 
OF MY CAREER ANP GET US BACK 
TO BONEVILLE AT THE 
SAME TIME?!! 
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YES, SIR! 
BOY, THIS IS 
EXCITING’ 
I CAN’T WAIT 
TO GO OFF AN’ SLAY 
THE DRAGON 
TOMORROW! 


OH, YES, SIR! THE 
SOONER WE FIX 
THAT ORAGON, THE 
SOONER WE CAN GET 
OURSELVES BACK 
ON THE PATR OF 
RIGHTEOUSNESS? 


> 
you CAN COUNT 
ON ME, SIR! 





The Dragonslayer 


4 





WHOA! WHOA! 
TAM! 
YOU KNOW 
WHERE THEY 
ARE? 


BONNEVILLE? 
I HEAR? YOU WAS 
GOIN’ OUT TO 
SLAY THE DRAGON! 


YEAH YEA 
YOU’RE BREAKIN’ MY 
HEART. 

JUST TELL ME WHERE 
MY COUSINS ARE’ 


I PON T THINK 
FONE BONE WOUL? 
BE TOO HAPPY ABOUT § 
yOU SLAYIN HS 
BEST FRIEND! 
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HOLP IT! 
HOLD IT! 

IWS ME, 
TED! 


WHO? 
OH, YEAH. 


WHAT BO YOU WANT? MAKE 
IT QUICK ~ - 17M A BUSY MAN. 









THIS IS NO TIME FOR 
GAMES, BUG! I GOTA 
PROBLEM! 

I’M LEAVING FOR BONEVILLE 
TOMORROW, AND T 
GOTTA FIN? MY 
COUSINS! 


USTEN, YOU'RE 
A FRIEND OF 
FONE BONE’S, 
RIGHT? 


PLANNIN? 


ON 
SACRIFICIN’ 
TH? 
ORAGON - - 





The Turning 


WHAT IF Z TOLD YOU 
THERE WASN‘T GONNA BE 
ANY SACRIFICE? 
WOULP YOU TELL ME WHERE 
FONE BONE IS THEN? 


EXACTLY! 
THE TOWNSFOLK 
THINK WE’RE GOIN’ INTO THE 
MOUNTAINS TOMORROW TO 
CATCH A PRAGON, BUT 
REALLY, MY COUSINS AND T 
ARE GONNA GIVE ‘EM TH’ SLIP, 
AND RETURN TO 
BONEVILLE IN TRIUMPH? 


NO! THAT’S THE PROBLEM? 

HE DOESN'T KNOW 

ANYTHING ABOUT IT 
lf TE CANT 
FINO FONE BONE 

AN? SMILEY TONIGHT. 

THEY'LL NEVER GET 
BACK TO BONEVILLE? 
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WHAT’RE 
you 
TALKIN’ 
aBout? 


WELL... 


I'M SUST TRYIN’ TO GET 
THE TOWNSFOLK TO ESCORT 
ME OUT OF THE VALLEY WITH 

A WAGON TRAIN FULL OF 

TREASURE? 
NO ONE’S GONNA GET 
HURT! TRUST ME? 


THAT’S THE BEST PART! 
EVERYBODY KNOWS DRAGONS 
LOVE TREASURE, RIGHT? 
WELL, THESE YOKELS THINK WE 
NEED THE TREASURE FOR 
BAIT- - 

SO WHEN WE GO TO 
SET THE TRAP, WE CAN 
TUST SLIP OFF INTO 
TH’ DARKNESS! 


Tt SEEN 


"EM HANGIN’ 
AROUN’ THE BARN 
ALOT LATELY. 
MAYBE YOU SHOULO 





The Dragonslayer 


YOU’S A THIEF AN’ A CROOK 
PHONCIBLE P, BONE 
AN’ ONE DAY IT’S GONNA 
CATCH UP TO YA’ 


FONE BONE? 
YOU IN HERE? 


FONE BONE? 
IS THAT YOU? 





The Turning 


* THERE’S NOBODY 
IN HERE! THAT STUPIO 
BUG IS OUTTA HIS MIND! 


Pa 


= idl 


by 
wy 
NWI, 


Ll 
ae 





The Dragonsiayer 
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The Turning 


| 
io iu \ i 
t in| 
| 
F snooty = Wee: a 
WHoo ? WHOOGH ! Hoos! 
— “4 





imac 


S HOA gable fy 
Y Seer 2 Ss 


SS 
LE. 





The Turning 





The Dragonslayer 


il 


ep 


YOU ARE \ 
RUNNING 


{ YOU HAVE 
TO ASK? 


WHAT PO YOU SEB IT 1S TOO BRIGHT. 
OVER THERE... x L CANNOT SEE ANYTHING 
J \ 
¥ wair ...5 
IN THE SEE A THRONE 
UGHT? 
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The Turning 


' WHEY-- 
AWG \\nc. eee 
WAX AL PARENTS! 


QUT oF Ke 
tue Mountains f 


YOU CAN 
NOT MAKE THE 
DIFFICULTIES OF 
THE WORLD 


WHAT ELSE 
| “90.you 
Se? 


( GRAN’MA? 


IS THAT 
(| @RAN’MA BEN? 
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The Dragonsiayer 


FONE BONE? 


1S HE 
AL 
RGHT? 


ANSWER ME. 
REP DRAGON 


YOU ARE 

PLAYING L WANT TO 
WITH WAKE UP 
ME, 


i CANNOT 
STAY HERE 
I HAVE TO 
@O BACK 
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The Turning 


VERY WELL 
\F IT IS YOUR DESIRE 
I WILL TAKE YOU HOME 
TO THE FARMHOUSE 


I NO LONGER 
WISH TO GIVE UP. 
s.. 


ss 


Zz z). 


6) 


Wie tiie tM 5 
(UA, ud hi | 
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The Dragonslayer 
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The Turning 





The Dragonslayer 


[Sf THEY MUST’VE 
LEFT TOWN, THEN! ieee aN 
NOBOPY’S SEEN “EM 
ANY WHERE! 


I SHOULDA 
KNOWN THEY’? 
ABANDON ME IN 
MY MOMENT OF 


ALL RIGHT, 
ALL RIGHT. 
HELP ME 


PEOPLE OF BARRELHAVEN! 
Weity OUP ae 
NI THI 
DRAGON? FEEL THAT THIS 


Is A FOOL’S 
EBRRANP ... 


NECESSARY 
TO MAKE 
SACRIFICES? 


OLN ENCE he Poe AL? OR WILL YOU FOLLOW ME 
SO THAT WE 
PO YOU WANT TO STAY MAY GAST OUT THE PRAGONS 
HERE, COWERING IN AN? RETURN TO THE PATH OF 


FEAR?// RIGHTEOUSNESS ?// 





The Turning 








= ¢ howe 
f m 
FA FNS! 
ye y 
<a 7 ¢ 
| . 4 
( 
3 Avs 
ION THING SO- ALL RIGHT, 
EE YA pucius’ 
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The Dragonslayer 





Chapter Eight. On The Dragon's Stair 














y 























| r\ 
f SIR? Keep “EM . 
| NX WA ‘ DONT YOU THINK MOVIN’ BOYS! 1 
NK \ WE SHOULP stop? / WE'RE MAKIN" 
Gate \ IT’S GETTING GOOD TIME AN 
AWFUL DARK... WE WANT TO GET ) 
No SS P gegee d), p AS FAR INTO TH 
S, Law Wik f MOUNTAINS ft 
\. 1 ah. 
* \ : ff POSSIBLE? AN 
ny 
Sy ig awk = 4. 








{f FARTHER DOWN? 

f THAT’S CRAZY! 
WHAT’S TH’ MATTER 

mm WITH YOU, WENDELL? 






\F WE SET UP 
A LITTLE FARTHER 
DOWN TH’ 
MOUNTAIN ... 


UH, 
WELL... 






IT SEEMS WE’VE 
REACHED 









~ LS 






TH 
MOUNTAIN 
PASS. 
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The Dragonslayer 


were HERE! nares THE MATTER, 


FELLAS? YOU’RE NOT GONNA LOSE 
YOUR NERVE NOW, ARE YA? 


i 
DP  GLUBBERIN’? 
SOUNDS LIKE THE 
PERFECT PLACE 
SORRY, BOSS! onan 
But - - BUT IT’S THIS 
PLACE? 





On The Dragon's Stair 


THAT’S WHAT 
WE WANT, YOU 


WOoTS: 
NOW, HURRY UP 
AN’ BUILD 


THE TRAP! 


heh , heh / 
Suckers! 


By THE TIME THE SUN COMES UP, 
T’LL HAVE THIS TREASURE 
HALFWAY TO BONEVILLE! 








The Dragonslayer 


WHAT'S TH’ AH, 
MATTER, YOU IS GLAD! NO, I’M NOT SLIPPIN’ OFF 
PHONEY BONE? 


WITHOUT My COUSINS! 
AIN‘TCHA GLA? 
TA SEE ME? 


THEY SLIPPED OFF 
A A Ay WITHOUT ME! 
WS ME S ss 
rev WHERE’S 
FONE BONE 
AN’ SMILEY? 
YOU'RE NOT 
SLIPPIN’ OFF 
WITHOUT YER 
COUSINS, 
ARE YA? 


. I TOLP YOU THERE ISN’T. 

eee Shee COA Fe Rewer 
7 ‘ N’ } 

TO FIND “EM? S tin’ F NOW BUZZ OFF BEFORE YOU 


KNOW. THEY’RE RUIN EVERY THING/! 
BACK IN 


SACRIFICE 
hea Aleg? A DRAGON 
an AT DAWN? 


THIS?/ 


FORGET 11! 
THIS IS JUST oe 
? TO COVER ME WHI 
TH’ VILLAGERS : 
FIXIN. TO — ESCAPE 
CATCH 
SOMETHIN’? 


WHEN THE SUN COMES UP 
TOMORROW. THE VILLAGERS WILL 
REALIZE THEY’VE BEEN HAD, 
ANP? THEN THEY’LL ALL GO HOME- 
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On The Dragon's Stair 


VALLEY AGAIN? 


WELL, I 
WANNA GET YOU 
OUTTA THE 
VALLEY AS MUCH 





The Dragonslayer 


WE GOT ONG, B0SS! 





On The Dragor’s Stair 


THEY WERE MADE TO 
BO Nowe Just STAY CALM! YOUR SPECIFICATIONS! 


WHAT‘S WRONG 
WITH YOU?! 
THAT TRAP WAS 
OUT IN PLAIN SIGHT! / ff 


DIONT YOU 
SEE ITZ! 





The Dragonslayer 


YEAH I SAW IT. 
IT WENT RIGHT ACROSS 
THE PATH. 








1M FINE! 
I’M... PERFORMING 





THEN WHAT ARE YOU 





LISTEN GET ME OUT OF LT THOUGHT 
NE GOTTA HERE? WHY? ! SEELS r YOU NEEDED 
Pe begtstsosellen I THOUGHT YOU YOU AGAIN, ~=SHOULPA A PRAGON 
you KNOWN ‘O 
OUTTA WANTED TO CATCH Tv 
HERE... A PRAGON, YOU WERE FOOL THE 
BEHIN? THIS! A TOWNSPEOPLE! 


KEEP YOUR 
VOICE DOWN 


ADMIT 
ACTUALLY 
CATCHIN’ A 

ORAGON 
APPS TO 
TH EFFECT! 





On The Dragon's Stair 





The Dragonslayer 


WE HEARD YOU 
TALKIN’ TO 
THE DRAGON! 
WHAT 2O YOU 
THINK Mes ARE? 


ra 
THE HEAVENS 


YOU THINK THIS iS THEMSELVES 


Is WILL 
LIKE aa A DETERMINE - ~ 


EVERYTHING 
MUST BE 
ALIGNED! 


HERE COMES THE SUN, 
BONE, 


\; 
y 





§94 


mote 
Relies . Rasy) s 


DAWN. 





The Dragonslayer 


‘ 
\ 
N 
‘ 
\ 
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On The Dragons Stair 


WHAT YOURE 


F ARE YOU BLIND?! \/ PHONCIBLE P. BONE? 
STANDING ON! Ny wit epi au 


MOVE! WE HAVE TO 
T BEFO! 


KILL RE 
wr 
ie 





The Dragonstayer 





On The Dragor’s Stair 


Ti 
Nous 





The Dragonslayer 











The Dragonsiayer 





On The Dragon's Stair 


ABI 


a 


. 2 
v 
Z 


es 
XS 





The Dragonslayer 


iF YOURE 
ON EVER LOST -- 
REMEMBER, 
\ THERE ARE 
PRAGONS IN 
‘THE EARTH. 
‘ 


\\ 
_f DRAGON! WAIT? 
WHERE’S MY GRANDMOTHER? 
WHERE'S FONE BONE? 
\ N) 
y 
4 
an 


I HAVEN'T SEEN 
HIM FOR PAYS! 





On The Dragon's Stair 


M NE ees ; = 
KANES! PitcueaRes: 
INYTHNG: 





The Dragonslayer 
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Book Five 


Rock Jaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


Chapter One: Roque Ja 


wx 


i hie 
- \ 
a +4 | 
: ee) \ 
- f 
4 Hf , bal 
Wy 1 Tem FTG 
There! \ PSNie N 
" PO YOU SEE IT? Ny 
ISNT IT BEAUTIFUL? ‘\ 
i We 
] Wy i ‘e 
ANA 





Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 





.. BUT YOU BETTER 
MAKE THE MOST 
OF YOUR SANDWICHES, 
BECAUSE WE 
DON’T HAVE A LOT 
OF BREAP LEFT. 





SERIOUSLY, SmiLey! 
WE CAN’T SPEND ANOTHER BARTLEBY? SURE, £ DID! WE 
T HERE, DON’T TELL ME HAVE TO CALL 


eur, 
FONE BONE YOU NAMED HIM SOMETHING ~ - 
WHAT DON’ 


THAT LITTLE T WE, 
TO START BACK TO ABOUT CUB? BARTLEBY? 
TOWN TOPAY? a BARTLEBY? 

i kay | wy ¢ 
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Roque Ja 


HE’S A RAT CREATURE, 
SMILEY, AN? WERE 
TAKING HIM UP IN TH? 
MOUNTAINS TO TURN HIM 
LOOSE’ 

NOW, PON’T FORGET 
THATSS 


THOUGHT HE 
NEEDEO 
A NAME, 
THAT’S 
ALL. 





WILL YOU READ US 
SOME MOBY DICK? 
I WANNA TEACH TH’ 

LITTLE Guy 
HOW TO TAKE 
A NAP AFTER LUNCH - - 








BuT WHY 
BARTLEBY, 


FOR 


GOOPNESS’ 


SAKE? 


SLEEPING 
Alp? 





HE LOOKS 
LIKE A 
BARTLEBY, 





YOU WANT THE 
LITTLE FELLA TO 
THINK WE’RE 
ABANPONIN’ 
HIM? 









SEE? 


OEBATING ITS 
MERITS! 
EVEN 







Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


THIS BOOK 
FOR YOUR ‘OR YO! STIMULATES YOUR MIND! 
INFORMATION, INFORMATION, THAT NOT ONLY iS THIS BOOK 
p MOBY DICK OOK CAN PUT FULL OF HIGH SEAS APVENTURE, 
ISNOTA BUT THE REAL JOY 
BORING BOOK! ot IN MOBY DICK 
id, IS THE PURE ACT OF 
Zt READING ITSELF - - 


HO! HO! THAT’S 
PRETTY FUNNY, = SAY. 


T ALWAYS LAUGH 
AT THAT ONE, 
you BET, 





Roque Ja 


my 2 iP HIS COUSIN? “2 
COMRADE! LOOK! OY her oe o y/ 
ALL 1S NOT LOST! IT IS WILL HAVE 


'Ppo 


HIM! THE SUCCULENT 








Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


f is nor 
WORKING! 


“CALL ME ISHMAEL, SOME “2 THOUGHT £ 
YEARS AGO - ~ NEVER MIN? HOW LONG WOUL? SAIL ABOUT A LITTLE 
PRECISELY - - HAVING LITTLE OR NO f AN? SEE THE WATERY PARTS 
MONEY IN MY PURSE, AN? NOTHING OF THE WORLP - - ” 
PARTICULAR TO INTEREST ME 2 
ON SHORE...” rr 











MAYBE IT’S NOT 
MOBY DICK AT ALL - - 
MAYBE IT’S. 
you! 


Roque Ja 
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WAIT A MINOTE? 
2 


BARTLEBY?! 





Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 





+eelT JUST PRONEP ON 
ANP ON... 
ANP? ON’ 









20 WHAT 7 
HAPPENED? 








Rogue Ja 
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Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 





Roque Ja 


GET OFF OF ME, 
YOU BRAT! 


years 
oars: 


ci ‘ 


pep Ne NS 
GET OUTTA] 
Re are HOU 
xP 
Ae 
Ee. 
a 





Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


WE DON’T WANT 


YOU AROUND HERE! OKAY! 


THEY’RE 


WHAT’S THE MATTER, CUZ? 
EVERYTHING’S GONNA BE ACES 
FROM NOW ON, RIGHT? 

HE SAVEP us? 


NOw 
DON’T KNOW 
WHAT WE'RE 

DOIN’. 


DID YOU SEE THAT, FONE BONE? 


HE SAVE? US’ YOU SAVEP 
US, BARTLEBY! OH, BOY! 
ENERYTHING’S GONNA BE AGES 
FROM NOW ON/ 


THE WHOLE REASON WE 
CAME UP HERE WAS TO 
GINE BARTLEBY BACK TO THE 
RAT GREATURES, AND 
LOOK WHAT HAPPENED? 


YEAH, 
THAT DIDN'T 
WORK OUT 

TOO 


Goo, 
DID wt? 


AT THE MOMENT, 
YOU ARE TRESPASSING. 





Roque Ja 


WHAT HAVE WE 
WELL, WELL. i HERE? 


A 
WHAT A VERY . RAT hee 


UNUSUAL GROUP 
YOU ARE. 


IT WILL 
TAKE MORE 
THAN A FEW 

STONES 

TO CHASE ME 


AWAY. 





Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


SURELY YOU 
KNOW OF 
HIM -- 
THE MASTER OF 
THE RAT 
CREATURES - - 


THE VALLEY WE/RE 
is STRANGERS 
DIVIDED IN Mus IN THE 
two... VALLEY- - 
SIDE? ALL WE WANT 
TO DO IS RETURN 
THIS LOST CUB 

BACK TO HiS HOME 

IN THE 
MOUNTAINS, 


MISTER- - UH... 
MISTER- -? 





Roque Ja 





TAM A ANYTHING THAT MOVES 
~ ( IN MY POMAIN, DOES SO 
, OQuU A " ’ ONLY WITH MY BEAVE. . » 
MASTER OF THE EASTERN Se 

BORDER. . 
EVERYTHING YOU SEE 


IN THESE MOUNTAINS 
BELONGS TO 


ME, 


AN? THAT 
INCLUDES: 
RAT 
CREATURES! 






















SO, YOU ARE 
OKAY, STRANGERS IN OUR 
MR. ROCK JAW! VALLEY. . « 
WE DON’T WANT TO 
MESS WITH YOUR 

DOMAIN- - 
WE JUST WANNA 

TAKE TH’ KID 
HOME! 








SEARCHING FOR SOMEONE 
NAMEP BONE... 
FONE 

BONE! 
WE DON’T 
LIKE THIS 

GUY... 








623 


Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


A STAR? R-R-ROQUE JA! 


R-R-ROQUE’ 
YOU'RE NOT 
ROLLING THE R! 


THE VALLEY 
IS DIVIDED, YOU SEE, 
ENER SINCE 
THE FALL OF THE 
KINGDOM, 
AN? 


THE HOOVED ONE 
SEES IT AS RIPE 
FOR PLUCKING. 


THAT THE HOOVED ONE 
THINKS PHONEY BONE 
IS _ GONNA UNITE 
THE VALLEY? 


WHAT’S 
THIS 
HOOPED Guy 
WANT WITH 


PHONEY’S NO 
LEADER! HE 
GOT CHASED OUT 
OF BONEVILLE JUST 
FOR SAYIN’ HE 
WANTED TO RUN 


FOR M. ? SIDE ARE 
AOR, yOu ON, 
ROCK 


TAW? 
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Roque Ja 


I THINK 
YOU ARE HARPLY 


Sa 


5 
e 
g 
& 
G 
& 
< 
Zz 


: 
8 
& 
3 


- - ARE COMING 
WITH ME? 
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Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


TWO BONES I IMAGINE 
AN? A THERE WILL BE 
A SIZABLE 
REWARD FOR 
BRINGING THE 
‘THREE OF 
MS 





BUT I PON’T WANT ANY MORE 
OIFFICULTIES, SO SEN? THE YOU'RE NOT 
CUB UP FIRST. GONNA 


SEPARATE US! 


GO ON AN’ 
LEAVE uS 
ALONE! 
WE DIDN'T 
eo 


ANY THING 
To you! 
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Roque Ja 





Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


ISN’T THAT 
MUCH BETTER? 
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Chapter Two: The Orphans 











LOOK AROUND... 
THERE’S GOTTA 
BE SOMETHING - - 
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Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 





IT’S THEIR 
TRAIL! WE'VE 
DISCOVERE? THEIR 
TRAIL AGAIN! 








The Orphans 

















Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 








sie 
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IF 
rie 
sees ae 2 
WHAT 
Ie r 
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The Orphans 





YOU DON’T NEED TO 
WE’RE FINE! 








WHY’? YOU 
SNEAK UP 


onus <j 
LIKE THAT, 
ROPERICK? 
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Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


0 AA St oo vu 
Ki) le >We par ; 
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The Orphans 


THEY CAN'T BE 
THAT FAR’ 





Rockjaw’ Master of the Eastern Border 








The Orphans 


HE SAI? HE WAS 
GONNA TURN US IN 
FOR A REWARD! 

I THINK OL’ 
ROCK JAW, HERE, 
IS TAKIN’ US TO THE 
RAT CREATURES’ 





YOU KNOW, ROCK JAW, 
FOR SOMEONE WHO CLAIMS TO 
BE MASTER OF THE 
EASTERN BORDER, 

YOU SURE SEEM TO 
BE KOWTOWING TO 
TW RAT CREATURES 
AN AWFUL LOT. 


MY NAME IS ROQUE JA, 
NOT ROCK JAW, 
AND YOU NEEON’T 
WORRY ABOUT WHERE MY 
SYMPATHIES LIE... 





Rockjaw" Master of the Eastern Border 


«++ YOU SHOULD WORRY IT WILL BE MUCH 

ABOUT YOUR OWN EASIER FOR YOU IN 
POSITION, MR. BONE. THE END \F YOU 
JUST CHOOSE 


WHAT WAS 
THAT FOR, ROCK TAW? 


L THOUGHT 
I TOL you 
NOT TO WALK 
ON THE SAME 


SUCH AS 
INSIPE VERSUS 
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The Orphans 





YOU MEAN 
ROQUE JA? 
HAVEN’T YOU 
EVER SEEN 
ROQUE JA 
BEFORE? 





— 


, 
WHAT 

pO you 

= MEAN? 


IS HE GONNA 
HELP OUR FRIENOS 
OR HURT ‘EM? 
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Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


ROGUE JA SAYS EVERYBODY 
I GUESS THAT HAS TO BE ON A SIDE NOW 
DEPENDS ON WHOSE BECAUSE IT’S A WAR. 
SIVE YOUR FRIENPS YOU CAN EITHER PICK 
ARE ON, THE RAT GREATURES 
OR THE PRAGONS. 


tT PICK THE 
DRAGONS... 





RAT CREATURES’ 


EVERYBODY KNOWS 
ROGUE JA 
HATES DRAGONS - - 


I THINK 
THE BONE GOUSINS 
ARE IN TROUBLE! 
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The Orphans 


HIT A NERVE, THERE 
ROCK JAW? THAT'S RIGHT! 


THIS WAR IS NOW 
BETWI TWO OF THE 
THE VALLEY PEOPLE MAY ORIGINAL INHABITANTS 
OF THE VALLEY: 


HAVE RULEP IN THE PAST, 
BUT THEY LOST CONTROL 
A LONG TIME . 





Rockjaw. Master of the Eastern Border 


TAKE IT 
EASY. 


SUST JUMP OVER 





The Orphans 


--- BUT IT MUST 
HANE BEEN SOME 
FALLING ROCKS. 


AND EVERY DAY 


ORE OF THEM ARRIVE 
FROM PAWA AND 
RUN AMOK 
IN MY BEAUTIFUL 
MOUNTAINS. 





Rockjaw: Master of ihe Eastern Border 


IF YOU EVER TELL ANYONE 
I SAID THAT, 
T/L DENY IT! 


HEY RAT CRENTURES OY BP raza 


YOU LOOK LIKE US FOR DINNER? 
A COUPLE OF HUNGRY 
GENTLEMEN. . . 





The Orphans 





IF YOurRE NOT TOO 7 
FAT AN’ LAZY TO 
CATCH US, THAT IS! 





THEYRE JUST TRYING TO 
GET A RISE OUT OF YOU, COMRADE! 
BESIDES, THEY ARE LITTLE ANP 
MUCH TOO QUICK FOR US/ 
WE WILL HAVE TO 





a 7 
WHAT'S TH’ MATTER? A COUPLE OF CUICHE-EATIN’ 
THOUGHT YOU WERE ObD LADIES? 
MEAT EATERS, NOT j : 
QUICHE-EATING en WHO ARE YOU CALLING 
OLD Lapies’ QUICHE-EATING OLP LAPIES?/ 


NOW? SHALL WE OUTWIT }| 
THEM NOW? 


COME BACK HERE, YOU LITTLE BRAT’ 
FLL SHOW YOU WHO'S A 
QUIGHE-EA TING 
OLD LADY !? 
BZ 
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Rockaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


IF YOU PON’T LIKE 
RAT CREATURES SO MUCH, 
WHY DON’T YOU TEAM UP WITH 
THE DRAGONS AND CHASE 
THEM OFF? 


BECAUSE THE ONLY 
THING WORSE THAN 
THE RAT CREATURES 








THE QUEEN OF THE DRAGONS 
WENT MAP ONE DAY, AND ALL THE 
OTHER DRAGONS WERE FORCED 
TO COME AND RESTRAIN HER... 


SHE RESISTEP, ANP OUR 
LANDSCAPE IS THE RESULT 


OF THEIR BATTLE - - THEY CRASHED 
AN? PUSHE? AGAINST THE MOUNTAINS, 
AN? CREATED THE VALLEY. IN THE 
ENP, WHEN THEY COULD? NOT STOP HER, 
THEY HAD TO TURN HER TO STONE! 






PO YOU KNOW WHAT THE »~ 
VALLEY PEOPLE THINK ABOUT 

THE PRAGONS? THEY THINK THE 
DRAGONS GREATED THE 






IF YOU ASK ME, IT’S 
A FOOLISH FAIRY TALE FIT ONLY 
FOR THE WEAK-MINPED. 











The Orphans 


GOTCHA! 
NOW WHO'S, 
AN OLD LADY? 








: Mos 


Al Lz! LU 
A RAT CREATURE! CA 
ON MY MOUNTAIN’ 7 5 
Kes ‘ 
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Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


STOP MOVING, 
YOU IDIOT! 
DO YOU WANT THIS 
REE TO 


i 
GOME LOOSE?! 


\ 


rm 


‘i 


STUPID, STUPID 
RAT CREATURES. 





The Orphans 


WE JUMPED OFF 
THE LOG BEFORE 
'T SLIP DOWN THE 

MOUNTAIN! 


THAT GAT IS TEARIN’ 
uP THE MOUNTAIN 
AN’ HE’S CUSSIN’ 
A BLUE STREAK? 





I CAN’T LEAVE 
THE OTHERS! 
BUT SINCE WE’RE ALL 
FRIENDS NOW, MAYBE 
WE CAN WORK 
TOGETHER! 


uH, OH! 
HEY, 
FONE BONE’ 


MEAN YOU CAN‘T? 





Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


THESE ARE 
MY. 
FRIENDS! 


COME 
our, 
EVERYBOPY! 
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Chapter Three: Rat Creature Temple 


SANE THE 
INTROPUCTIONS 
FOR LATER! 


ROCK JAW iS 
ALMOST TO THE 
TOP OF THE CLIFF 
AN’ I DON’T 
THINK HE’S 
VERY HAPPY! 


MR. BONE? US KIDS HAVE 
HIDING PLAGES ALL OVER THE 
MOUNTAINS! YOU BETTER 
COME WITH US! 
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Rockjaw Master of the Eastern Border 


ok out! 
ve vooK out! 





Rat Creature Temple 





Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 





Rat Creature Temple 


WE MIGHT AS 
WELL GET. 
COMFORTABLE ... 
THAT GIANT GAT’S 


i 


| / y 
mee 
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Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 
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Rat Creature Temple 


WATCH IT. 


OPENING? 
YM OUTSIDE! 
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Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 





Rat Creature Tempie 


NOW THERE’S SOMETHIN’ 


«. YOU REMEMBER YEAH, £ 
YOU DON’T SEE EVERY DAY! 


\ WHEN WE WERE WITH REMEMBER. 
ROCK SAW, HE TOLD A BUNCH OF 
US A STORY ABOUT PRAGONS HAD 

HOW THE VALLEY A FIGHT AN’ 
WAS CREATED? PUSHED UP THE 
MOUNTAINS. 





RIGHT! THE GUEEN 
OF THE PRAGONS WENT MAD 
ANP STARTEP ON A RAMPAGE! 
THE REST OF THE PRAGONS 


7 


AN? 

ONLY WAY THEY 
COULP PO IT 
WAS TO TURN 

HER TO STONE! 
















d 
Y 


AT LEAST 
I THINK IT’S 


wUsT 
AN ANCIENT 


THIS ISN’T TH’ 
QUEEN! THIS IS 
JUST AN ANCIENT 
TEMPLE OF 
SOME |, 
KIND - <7, 
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Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


LISTEN, SMILEY’ BuT © Ss 
BEING TURNEP TO STONE THOUGHT IT WE KNOW SOME PEOPLE 
IS THE SAME THING WAS A FAIRY WHO BELIEVE IN THEM - - LIKE 
THAT HAPPENEP TO TALE AN’ | GRAN’MA BEN AND LUCIUS POWN 
ANOTHER ANCIENT . NOBODY 2/VE SEEN A DRAGON, TOO, 
ENEMY OF THE DRAGONS’ BELievep FF REMEMBER? 
THE SAME ENEMY WHO IN PRAGONS 
IS AFTER PHONEY BONE £4 |. ANYMORE’ THE LORP OF THE LOCUSTS 
AND THORNS | B= 1S AFTER PHONEY BONE AND 
i THORN, AND HE WAS AN ANCIENT 
ENEMY OF THE DRAGONS 
WHO WAS TURNED TO 


REAM CEHE SO...? 
QUEEN OF COULD BE. 1S ae 
THE DRAGONS £ DON'T KNOW. ASTEMELE 
AND THE ® 
LOr?P OF THE 
LOCUSTS ARE 
ONE AND 
THE SAME? 


YEAH, YOU'RE RIGHT! 
IT’S JUST SOME OLD ABANPONED 
BUILDING! BESIDES, EVEN 
IF IT WAS AN OL’ ENEMY 
OF TH’ DRAGONS, HOW 
CAN IT HURT YOU 
IF IT’S TURNED? 
TO STONE? 


BONE AND 
SMILEY BONE! 
OVER HERE! 





Rat Creature Temple 


WE'RE NOT 
OUT OF PANGER 
YET! 


ROVERICK SAYS WE 
WON'T BE SAFE UNTIL WE 
REACH THE TREE LINE! 





\1’S A PRETTY 
STEEP CLIFF, BUT IT’S 
THE ONLY WAY DOWN 
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Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


"4 
f HEY, FONE BONE, 
HO 


HEY! HEY? 
L DON'T 
[ANNA 


[you write 
LOVE POEMS, 
MR. BONE? 





Rat Creaiure Temple 


OKAY, HERE’S ONE THAT 
ISN’T QUITE FINISHED YET. 


IN THE STALLS OF MY HEART, PEAR, 
IVE KUILT A HORSE-GART, PEAR, 
AN? MY PEAR YOU CAN RIDE IT 
ALL DAY... 


, "a 
IVE BUILT IT FROM LOVE - - 
- = FROM THE CLOUDS UP ABOVE - - 
E’EN THE AINE COT: WASH IT 


BUT MY LOVE YOU CAN’T HEAR, 
SO THE CART WiLL NOT STEER, 
ANP I’M _LEFT WITH A HEART 
FULL OF HAY, 





Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


OH, YEAH. 
WHAT 90 YOU THINK 
THAT IS? A FOREST 


FIRE? 


VILLAGE IS UP 
THAT WAY. 
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Rat Creature Temple 


YOU’RE FROM WHAT PO YOU THINK, FONE? 
TH’ MOUNTAINS, = MEAN WE PIP LEAVE PHONEY BONE 
ROVERICK! I’VE NEVER IN THE VILLAGE, 
WHERE’S TH’ VILLAGE HEARP OF YOU PON’T THINK ANYTHING 
OF BARRELHAVEN BARRELHAVEN COULP HAVE HAPPENED 
FROM HERE? EFORE. WHILE WE/VE BEEN AWAY? 











HEH, HEH, EXCEPT THIS 
TIME, THERE IS NO_GIANT 
MOUNTAIN LION AROUNZ 

INTERFERE! 





Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 





Rat Creature Temple 


sO THERE You 
WAL OS BEEK! 
“i K 


INGDOK/ 


YOUR MAJESTY! 
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Rockjaw. Master of the Eastern Border 
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Rat Creature Temple 


Bhervesy/ 
WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING?! 
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Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 





gia 


é 
ee. 
Wake 
Fe oa 
. x 
GZ 


a 


‘ 
; 
& iy 
be 
fe : 
wen 

i ra 

a ee Te is 7 

) 





Chapter Four: Ghost Circles 


rmepusuin’ * 
IM PUSHIN, 


THINK OF SOMETHING, 
SMALL MAMMALS 
/) KINGPOK IS GETTING 
GLOSER WITH 
EVERY BITE’ 
fs ae 


A wa oa 


H 
7 Yi 
YOU THINK OF 

SOMETHING! 


LS 
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Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


I CONT KNOW? 
2 GANT THINK! 










P SAY THE 
@ ARST THING 
THAT COMES 
VAN INTO YOUR MINDS 
Me } 
‘ 






7 > 


Ghost Circles 


THERE’S NOTHIN’ WHY NOT? 
THAT WAY EXCEPT FOR THE RAT 


SHEER CLIFF FACE! CREATURES 
WHAT 9O YOu ARE 


SUGGEST? DIPLOMATIC 
NEGOTIATIONS?? 


WAIT, NOW!) 
LET‘S TALK 
THIS OVERS 





Rockjaw. Master of the Eastern Border 


LAM NOT 
INTERESTED IN 
BARGAINING FOR 
THEIR MEANINGLESS 


»-- UNLESS YOU TELL ME 
THE WHEREABOUTS OF 
THE ONE WHO BEARS THE STAR! 


THE CHOICE 
iS YOURS... 


DECIDE Quick! 
MY PATIENCE IS 
RUNNING OUT! THE ONE WHO BEARS THE 
STAR? THAT'S THE SAME NAME _J 
ROCK FOR 


AFTER OUR COUSIN?! 


<= 


THEY THINK PHONEY 
“| WANTS TO BE LEADER 
OF THE VALLEY, 
REMEMBER? 





Ghost Circles 





Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 





Ghost Circles 







ALL RIGHT, THIS IS GOOD! 
HOLD UP? y 
4 f 





a \e ~ 





EVERYBODY AC. 2 \ 1A [Roverick’s 
ry COUNTE?P FOR MISSING? on 
ANYBODY 
SEEN 
/ ODERICK?, 
me x a 
Zz 


Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


WHAT’S THE 
BiG IDEA 
EATING 


OUR 
FRIEND? 


WE'RE IN THE 
MIPOLE OF ESCAPINGS 
CONTROL YOURSELF! 


WELL, YOU? BETTER 
START, OR ELSE 
THESE NICE, LITTLE 


US ESCAPE FROM 
KINGPORK... 


MYSELF?SS 
IMA 
MONSTERS 
MONSTERS DON’T 
CONTROL THEMSELVES! 
THAT’S THE WHOLE 
IDEAS! 


lf... WHO, BY THE WAY, SEEMS 


A LITTLE UPSET OVER THAT 


I NOTICED! 
HE SURE CAN 


HOLP A GRUDGE, 
CAN’T HE? 





E DON’T CARE "RE 
WHAT ANYBODY ised Ei 
LOOKS LIKE TO YOU 4 Boss OF 
FUZZ-FACE, 
JUST DON’T STICK EM 
IN YOUR MOUTH, 
GOT THAT? 


IT ALSO MEANS 
NOBODY EATS 
ANYBODY! 

NO MATTER WNAT 


THEY 
LOOK LIKE’ 


Ghost Circles 


SEE? COULP WE 
Pe WHATS. PISCUSS THIS 
WAS SAYING? FROM A 
ee 11 \ SAFER VANTAGE 
SCIBAE: POINT? 
ENEMIES! hese 
TO US, YOU GUYS IeRALY: 
ALL LOOK LIKE 
NORS D’OEUVRES! 


1v’S NOT GONNA TAKE 
KINGPOK LONG TO FIND US, 
SO NERE’S THE DEAL... 


UNTIL WE’RE OFF 
THIS LEDGE, 
WE CALL A TRUCE? 
THAT MEANS WE 
ALL WORK TOGETNER? 


WE AGREE 





Rockjaw. Master of the Eastern Border 


It THINK WE 
THIS WAY... 


I THINK 
KINGPOK IS. 
RIGHT 


ABOVE US! 





Ghost Circles 


ALL RIGHT, ALL RIGHT’ 
WE’RE NOT POOMED 
4 


ver’s sUST 
THINK THIS THROUGH! 





Rockjaw. Master of the Eastern Border 


YES! WHAT IF IT 
TAKES US 
RIGHT TO KINGPOK? 


OR BACK TO 
ROCK JAW, 
THE GIANT 

MOUNTAIN LION’ 

ONT HE 


ABOUT HIM! 


WHAT CHOICE 
PO WE 
HANE? 


. 
J THE LEDGE GETS 
re ea me SMALLER AND SMALLER? 
THIS LEPGE GOES? I ' 
) 


} 


a 


BUT FARTHER 
AHEAD IS A BOULDER FLOW! 
\F YOU CAN REACH IT, 
YOU MIGHT BE ABLE TO 
WORK YOUR WAY POWN 
TO THE TREES! 


VC 
I CAN‘’T REALLY 
ARGUE WITH THAT, 
BUT I FEEL LIKE 
rt SHOULD. 





Ghost Circles 


WE’VE HEARD 
fA that SOUND 
{iN BEFORE! 


MINE?! 

YOU'RE THE ONE WHO 
MAVE US PESERT OUR 
POosTSs! 

AN? NOW WE'RE GOING TO 
BE PUNISHEDS 


THERE'S NO IGNORE THEM! 
ESCAPE! OH, WHY PID WE THEY'RE TUST GRASSHOPPERS! WN 
than 


PESERT OUR POSTS? THEY CANT HURT YOU! 


7» 


by WE HAVE TO 


Kok 





Rockjaw. Master of the Eastern Border 












HOLP ON TO 
THE CLIFF? 








~-- DON’T OPEN 
your MOUTH?! 





fine you pO -- 


yf we 






\* he, 
Sure pe 
PIRES 






LN 
ees, 












* Lhe 
eee ae 













ae 
NaN 
















<5 

BE CAREFUL! THEY'RE JF 
SWARMING ie 

ALL OVER 

THE LEDGE! 





2 Sa Pa es 

NE SA Dy er Sol 
~ WS ae 
Mo. Vase / wu 

q Ny NBS 
SS ae e N= 


fy 
ree ol 
Pais, aN _ 


a 
PARES Cease 
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oe py sy: ENG IIA 
a Ek NS yA 

WEISS ise i SL wed 


















iver aes! 







ee aes 
oN 


Tin 
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Ghost Circles 


— 


7 Eis 





Rockjaw. Master of the Eastern Border 


i ivs ; 
KINGPOK/ 
M HE FOUND US! (f GET BACK 


UP HERE! 


I HAVE TO 
GET THOSE 


BUGS OFF 
MY COUSIN? > 





Ghost Circles 


ReLepy! 
: PREY: 








Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 








Ghost Circles 


WHERE’S 
KINGPOK? 


VANISHED? 
INTO 
THIN AIRS 


SOMETHING IN YOUR 
BACKPACK 
SCARED THEM 
WHAT f 
HAPPENEP TO ARE YOU OKAY? 
THE 
Locusts? 


SOMETHING FELL 
OUT OF BONE’S BACKPACK 

ANP SCAREP OFF 

THE LOCUSTS! 


MANS I FELL 
ON THE EXACT 
SAME SPOT THAT 
JUST HEALER? 


WHAT’RE YOU 
DOING WITH 





Rockjaw. Master of the Eastern Border 


7 
r AG NO IEA ANP THIS! 
AN OLD 
\N THAT BUNDLE’ A MEPALLION! 
GLOVE; 
SOME KINOA 
METAL 





A DREAMING 
W pREAMING= IS PART OF 

‘ ? THE LOCAL 
PRAGON-THING! TING: BELIEF SYSTEM. 


WHAT SCARE? 
THE LOCUSTS AWAY! 
ITs 


GRAN’MA BEN 
WAS TELLING 





Ghost Circles 


OF COURSE IT DOES! 
WHAT A RIPICULOUS 


YOU MEAN vs 
ISA A RELIGION 
RELIGION? FOR 
GRAN/MA BEN 
AN? 


DREAMING IS A 
PEOPLE WORD? 
ANIMALS CALL 
IT NUM-HUMS 
IT’S THE HUM OF 
THE EARTH! 


AW, G’MONS 
YOU GOTTA HEAR IT! 
HOW ELSE COULD 
YOU LEARN TO 
WALK, OR TALK OR 
FIND FOOD FOR 
YOURSELF?! 


WELL, ACTUALLY, THAT’S: 
WHERE WE COME 4 NOT TRUE! 
FROM THERE IS 4 
NO NUM-NUM 


IN SOME 
PLACES, 
BUT IT’S 


vot Mya, 
Rwy af 
se littaitis 





EVERYWHERE! 
IT’S STRONGER 


lf < DIDNT. 
LEARN IT IN TH’ 
FOURTN GRADE, 
IT DION’T NEED 

LEARNIN’! 


ALWAYS CRAZY 
AT THE OL? 
TEMPLE, BUT 

TODAY IT 
WAS SGARY/ 


vf EVERY WHERE! 


PION’T YOU 
FEEL IT BACK 


AT THE 


OLP STONE 


QUESTION! 


I HATE TO 
BREAK IT UP, 
GUYS, BUT 
WE CAN’T 
STAY HERE, 
WE/RE 
NOT 
SAFE UNTIL 
WE MAKE IT 


\/_yeanz 


OION’T HE 
LOOK 





Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


OH, YEAH, Now JUST 

FOR SURE! 4 HObP ON - ~ 
SOMETIMES WHAT ABOUT 

WHEN ALL TH’ ROCKS 

YOU GO THAT WERE 

THROUGH CRASHING DOWN 
THE TEMPLE AROUNP US? 

YOU GET THE LEDGE CRUMBLING 
NIGHTMARES! ? OUT FROM UNCER 

OUR FEET? 

























GET CRAZY OH, COME ON? 






AROUND? t BET if WE WE SAW 
THAT OLD WENT BAGK, IT - - WE 
TEMPLE! THE Lge FEDT IT! FEEL STUFF 
WOULP BE 












WHEN YOU 
PREAM! 





Forks \ IN ONE PrEcE? 


SAY IT WAS 
BUILT ON A 
GHOST 
CIRCLE! 





VERY DANGEROUS/ 
IF YOU STEP INTO ONE 
YOU'LL PISAPPEAR! 


YOU GUYS 
ARE 
SERious/ 


Ghost Circles 


RIGHT, 
RIGHT! 


















MAYBE 
WE SHOULD 












I STIL CONT 
UNDERSTAND HOW 



















pers rien pone weer |) [HBeouaimice ]( Quaeae 
CALLED THE LOR? THE LOCUSTS! HALLUCINATION PHONEY’S 
OF THE LOcusTs/ HENCE TH LIKE THAT. OKAY. 


NAMES 









































THIS uy Is TILL SAY! THAT'S IT! 
EASE: THORN, TOO! \f THE LocusTS GRAB YOUR YOu Nene a 
SHE DOESN'T COULD MAKE STUFF! peel 
HAVE ANY (DEA WHAT HER BELIEVE WE HAVE TO GET f 






BACK AN? WARN 
OUR FRIENDS! 


SHE’S UP AGAINST/, ANYTHING! 


HEGK/ THEY COULD 







SHE'S MAKE THE WHOLE 
COMPLETELY Aol 
VULNERABLE! AMUey 

ANYTHING! 


/ 
CHECKING 
FOR 


SMALL 

MAMMALS. 

ANYBODY 
IN 


Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


LET’S GET 
OFF THIS 
MOUNTAIN 


REARS ITS 
UGLY HEAD? 
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Chapter Five: Call of the wild 
















c’MON, 
BARTLEBY? 
LOOKS LIKE 
YOU'RE COMING 
TO VIVE WITH 










YOU/RE VERY 
CLOSE NOW? 





JUST A 
LITTLE MORE, 


o et 
ff Smibey? 


/ THAT \ 
RAT CREATURE 
CUB iS NOT 

COMING TO 
\_ LIVE WiTH UST / 
\ A 











»» YOU AND T ARE 
GOING BACK TO 










HE CAN 
STAY WITH 








US UNTIL WE GET BARRELHAVEN. My 
UNDER COVER - - BARTLEBY CAN STAY YOU CALLING }) 0 
WITH THE TWO STUPID? 


THEN WE 
SPLIT UP... 





STUPID RAT 
GREATURES? 
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Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


BUT, FONE BONE, THESE ; 
TWO CLOWNS CAN'T TAKE Tal Shy SEARING OF 
CARE OF A LITTLE CUB! Moca Our THERE! 
THEY CAN’T EVEN 
TAKE CARE OF 
THEMSELVES? 


BARTLEBY CAN’T 
VIVE IN THE VALLEY, 
SMILEY! HE WON'T 

GE SAFES 





THAT COLUMN 
OF SMOKE WE SAW 
{S GONE! 

PO YOU THINK TH’ 
FOREST FIRE IS 
Out? 


I GUESS SO. 
BUT I’M NOT SO 
SURE IT WAS A 

FOREST FIRE... 


WHAT ELSE 
COULD IT HAVE 





696 


Call of the Wild 


L PON’T KNOW FOR SURE, 
BuT ALL OF ROCK JAWS 









DION’T WE, 
KIS? 


LET’S NOT 
CONGRATULATE 
OURSELVES JUST 
YET. 





«..BUT WE SHOWE? THAT 
GIANT KITTY CAT, 







TALK ABOUT WAR IS MAKING 
ME KIN? OF 
NERVOUS! 


ROCK JAW! THAT OL’ 
BLOWHARD! HE WAS SO 
FULL OF HIMSELF... 





L BET HE’S STILL 
AT THE TOP OF THE 
CLIFF GUARDIN’ THE 
ENTRANCE TO THAT 

CAVE! 


HE! 
HEE! 
OL’ ROCK TAW 
DOESN’T KNOW {& 
ABOUT OUR 
SECRET 
TUNNEL DOWN 


THROUGH THE OL? 


BESIDES, SMILEY, 
I’M MUCH 
MORE WORRIED ABOUT 
WHAT MAY HAVE 
HAPPENE? IN 
THE VALLEY WHILE WE 
WERE AWAY. 





OKAY, OKAY. 
STILL, 1D 


LIKE TO SEE THAT 


OL” RASCALS 
FACE WHEN HE 


REALIZES WE GAVE 





MR. BONE, IF YOU'RE 
WORRIED THAT 
SOMETHING MAY HAVE 
HAPPENED WHILE WE WERE 
GONE, WHY DON’T YOU 
ASK THE TWO RATS WE 
HAVE WITH US? 


Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


WE KNOW 


, 
HEY, YOU TWO’ WE NOW, 


WHAT PO YOU WE ARE ONLY 
KNOW ABOUT THOSE towLy 


cou FOOT SOLDIERS ON 
We SAW DOWN BORDER PATROLS 


IN THE VALLEY? 






















BORPER 
PATROL?S 
THE FIRST TIME 
I MET YOU WAS ON 
THE OTHER SIPE OF 





DEEP IN PRAGON 
TERRITORY! 





THAT’S RIPICULOUS! 

OUR COUSIN PHONEY 
BONE IS NO LEADER! 

I CAN‘T IMAGINE WHAT 


GANE YOU GUYS THE 
IDEA HE WAS 
A THREAT! 


WERE BREAKING 
THE TREATY~ - 

BUT KINGPOK 
THE VALLEY! YOU WERE /)) COMMANDED Z 
us TO 





KING@POK’S APVISOR, 
THE HOOVED ONE, 
TOL? HIM THAT A NEW 
LEADER WAS ENTERING 
THE VALLEY ~ - 

A LEADER WHO BORE 
A STAR ON HIS CHEST’ 










KINGPOK SENT US 
ACROSS THE VALLEY 
TO THE PRAGON’S STAIR 
TO CAPTURE THIS 
UPSTART THREAT! 








ARE YOU SURE 
KINGPOK DIDNT 
HAVE OTHER REASONS 
FOR SENPING YOU 
ACROSS THE 
VALLEY ANP 
NMIOLATING THE 
TREATY? 


KIN@POK HATES THE 
FLAT-LANDERS, IT’S TRUE, 

BUT THE TIME WAS NOT SO LONG 
AG@O_THAT HE WAS CONTENT TO 
ABIDE BY THE TREATY AN? LEAVE THE 
VALLEY PWELLERS ALONE... 
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Call of the Wild 


Y 
AtLL THAT CHANGE? WHEN THE 
HOODEP ONE ARRIVED. .. eee 


ANP WITH HIM CAME 


HE CAME TO US FROM oo THE LOCUSTS ANP 


THE VALLEY... ONE OF THE 
WANPERING HOLY MEN KNOWN 
AS STICK-EATERS ... 


THE POWER OF you SAW IT 
THE LOCUSTS iS TOPAY AT THE 
VERY STRONG! OLP TEMPLE! 
THE PREAMS CAN 
MAKE YOU BELIEVE 
THE SKY ITSELF 
IS FALLING! 


MORE ANP MORE 
KINGPOK LISTENS TO 
THIS STICK-EATER ANP 
HIS LOCUSTS, 


THE PREAMS/ 


WITHOUT THE HOOPEP ONE 
TO GONTROP THE LOCUSTS, 
WE MIGHT ALL BE 
ROLLING SENSLESSLY 
ON THE GROUNP, 

MAP AS LOONS/ 


TO THE POINT THAT 
KINGPOK MUST OBEY 


THAT THE LOCUST WiLL 
OVERWHELM HIM! 





Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


IT WAS NOT : NOW WITH THE 
ALWAYS SO. COMING OF THE ©] 
IN THE OLP DAYS LOCUSTS, IT IS 
THE HUM-HUM DIFFICULT TO TELL 
WAS GOOD, WHAT IS GOOP. fF 














ano THIS IS THE BARTLEBY IS A 
KIN? OF LIFE YOU RAT CREATURE, 
WANT TO SEND LITTLE SMILEY! 
BARTLEBY BACK TO? le THIS IS WHAT 
SOME KINO OF RAT CREATURES 
INSECT CULT? BELIEVE, THEN 
WHO ARE WE 
TO SUDGE? 







WE WERE HAPPY. OR WHAT 
vn) iS REAL. 


1, O@ 





THE HOOPEP ONE BLAMES 
OUR UNHAPPINESS ON THE WE MUST RETURN TO THE 
VALLEY PEOPLE AND THE PRAGONS, OLD WAYS... TO THE 
ANP ON THE TREATY TIME BEFORE THERE 
WHICH FORCES US TO WERE VALLEY PEOPLE... 
LIVE IN THE MOUNTAINS. WHEN THERE WAS: 
ORPER IN THE WORLP, 








ONLY WHEN YOU TRULY 
UNDERSTAND THE HOODED ONE’S 
MOTIVES 
WILL YOU LEARN 
THE MEANING OF 
HAPPINESS ... 


ARE PRETTY 
susPect/ 





SATISFACTION 
AN 
HAPPINESS 





Call of the Wild 


WHAT THE 
HOOPER ONE 
SEEKS, YOU SEE, 


AN? POWER IS 
THE TRUE 
SECRET TO 


me, 





PROBLEM IS... 
YOU BELIEVE SOMEONE 
TRULY GAN BE HAPPY. 


TUT! TUT? 
NO ARGUING NOW. 
EVERYONE! THAT’S 
RIGHT! 





Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 











YOU SEE, HAPPINESS THE ONLY THING OF hi vl 
ou ses anaes |{ Tue aie mg or Jt ON: Tere is no soon Aw Ee. 
EMOTION THAT CAN MATTERS IS POWER! WHAT SIDE YOU ARE ON. 

SE INDUCED ... WHAT IS GOOP TO YOU IS EVIL TO 
) THE RAT GREATURES, AND VICE VERSA. 





‘T IT, MY LITTLE ORPHAN? 
9O YOU THINK THE SUN CARES 
lF YOUR MOMMA AND POPPA 
WERE EATEN BY RAT CREATURES? 
IT DOESN’T. 


THE SUN WiLL SET 
TONIGHT AN? RISE AGAIN 
TOMORROW 
WHETHER YOU ANP I ARE HERE 
OR NOT. 


ANYTHING THESE THERE IS NO 
MISERABLE WRETCHES 00 GOOD OR EVIL... 
\S UTTERLY ONLY NATURE. 
INSIGNIFICANT. AN? IN NATURE, THE 
ONLY THING THAT MATTERS IS 
POWER! 


Call of the wild 


ONCE WE 
CROSS THIS 


YOU'RE 
WRONG, MR. ROCK TAW! 
THERE’S OTHER STUFF 

THAT MATTERS! 
LIKE FRIENDSHIP AND 


TAKE IT 


THE LIGHT WILL BE 
GONE SOON. IF WE CAN 
STALL HIM, WE MIGHT 
HAVE A CHANCE TO. 
MAKE A BREAK IN 
THE DARK! 
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PRIENPSHIP ANP TRUST ARE MERELY 
EARTHBOUNP SENTIMENTS THAT 
ONLY LEAP TO TROUBLE. 
TRUST NO ONE, 

THAT’S MY MOTTO. 





Rockjaw’ Master of the Eastern Border 





THIS SURE 
FEELS REAL! 


OH WE ARE IN 
BIG BIG TROUBLE 





Call of the Wild 


5 TURN your PRISONERS § 
aioe ff: OVER TOUS 
SSSSSS.. 7, F IMMEDIATELY! 
yo 
7 ; , 
~ 


WERE YOU. 
PERHAPS YOU 
I WAS BRINGING 


THEM TO YOU 
ANYWAY? 


“fo az 
Wa Cd 





Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


HA/ HA! MASTER OF THE 
EASTERN BORDER! 
LOOK AT HIM RUNS 





Call of the Wild 


YESS.’ YESSS/ 
WE'RE NOT REALLY 
TR: o4 
WE WERE PLANNING: 








a7 


Ht 





Rockjaw’ Master of the Eastern Border 


= 
& 
a 
iS} 
ke 
NT 


yy 





- SPLIT UP WHEN 
YOU HIT THE WOODS! 
EVERYBODY RUN 
AS FAST AS 
YOu CAN! 


Call of the wild 


a 
~ I~ te 
| STAND ASIDE, : 
X WILL CLEAR THEM : 
OUT OF THERE. t 
3 LN 


everyone! 
’ 








Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


ATTA BOY, 

ROCK JAW! 

GIVE IT TO 
‘EM? 











Call of the Wild 








THE MOUNTAINS. 
I’M STAYING HERE 


THEN GOOD 
LUCK, ROPERICK! 
THANKS FOR THE 





Eo 
Zc wes 


HEY, YOU PORKS? YOU BETTER GOODBYE FOR 
BREAK IT UP AN’ GO HOME NOW! COME 
OR YOU'RE GONNA BE BACK TO TH 
MOUNTAINS 
AN’ VISIT ME 












WE WILL. 
ROPERICK 
GOODBYE! 










N~ 





Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


KNEW OV’ 
ROGK TAW WOULD 
TURN OUT TO 
BE ON OUR SIDE? 





Call of the wild 


CMON! 
SOMETHING 


HAPPENED.” 


-é 
y 
.3 
&g 
any 
z5 
we 
a4 
< 
xr 
rE 





Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


YOU THINK IT WAS 
ANOTHER PREAM?? 


THEYRE 
LEAVING! 


LOOK AT THAT? 
THERE’S TWO GUYS 
RUNNIN’ UP 
BEHIND THEM! 


IWS THE 
TWO STUPID 


NO ~ - WAIT! 
THERE THEY ARE! 
UP THERE! 


BACKSTABBERS! 
THEY TRIED TO 
HAN? US OVER 

AT TH’ LAST 
MOMENT, 





Call of the Wild 


MAYBE 
THEY’RE TIRED 
OF 


BEING 
DESERTERS. 


GOOP FOR 
Nt THEM - = 
BACE NTO BUT WHERE’S 

erourp. /. \_ BARTLEBY? 





Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 


HE’S TRYING 
TO REJOIN 
THE GROUP 

TOO! 


(TS WHERE 


BuT r 
DON’T WANT HE BELONGS, 
iM MILEY! 


HIM TO s y 
REJOIN TH’ IS WHAT HE 
@ROUP! 


DON’T BE SAD! 
IT’S WHAT WE CAME 
HERE TO DO 
THIS IS A HAPPY 





Call of the Wild 


YE, 


AH, YEAH, 
HELL SE FINE. 











LISTEN... 
YOU CAN 
WATCH HIM FOR 
A WHILE IF YOU 
SUT NOT 
TOO LONG - 
WE GOTTA GO, 
ALL RIGHT? 








Rockjaw: Master of the Eastern Border 





Book Six 


Old Man's Cave 


Prologue: Cranky Ground Hog 





ANYTHING, 
FONE BONE? 





/ OF 
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Old Man's Cave 





Cranky Ground Hog 








{Er 
V4 py so 
ered 
ov | 
WE MIGHT BE 
MORE LOST 
THAN WE WERE 
BEFORE. 
x i 






Old Man's Cave 


OH, YEAH! 
CMON? TM 
WATCHIN’ 


WHAT M19 
x 
SAY? 





DON’T. 


STEP ON 
MY HOLE 
AGAIN! 








COMIN’ DOWN IS 
ALOT HARPER THAN 
GOIN UP! 





BUT I HAVE TO 
STAND HERE! 
WHAT IF MY 

COUSIN FALLS? 
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Cranky Ground Hog 


2’M NOT 
BLAMIN’ YOU, 
JEEZ. 


you 
FAULT, ¥ 


KNOW. 


SMILEY! 
IS ME? 
TED TH’ BUG? 





Old Man's Cave 


are 


fw 
1 (0 
C 








Cranky Ground Hog 


KILLE? KINGDOK? 
WHAT’RE YOU 
TALKING ABOUT? 
I DON’T KILL 
ANYBODY. 


BUT WAIT! 
T DIPN’T KILL 


KINGDOK, T 

SWEAR - - RUMOR GOIN’ ROUND 
HOW COUL? 1? 7 f THAT BONE KILLED 
HE’S GIGANTIC? HIM! 


IS THORN OKAY? IS 
ENERYTHING ALL 
RIGHT? 


a 
(an) 


fy td 
a 
ip nay 
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Old Man's Cave 





LAST I SAW THORN THAT’S TH’ SMOKE YOU 
SHE WAS RESCUING | SAW! THOSE MONSTERS 
THE GREAT RED DRAGON ARE BURNING EVERY FARM 
FROM PHONEY BONE’S IN THEIR PATH! 
LYNCH MOB, 


THORN SAVEP THE NOBODY 
DRAGON, BUT AT THAT BEEN ree FAR AS I. 
VERY SAME MOMENT, KNOWS, BUT LOTSA FOLKS IS 


ape CREA Sei HOMELESS AN’ SCARED’ 





EVER SINCE WE CAME YOU KNOW WHAT THE 
TO THIS VALLEY THE RAT 2 
IS NALLEY 7 WORST THING IS? BECAUSE 
SEARCHING FOR THE OF 
ONE WHO BEARS LOST ROYAL FAMILY, NOW 
STUPID STAR SHIRT ee 
HE ALWAYS WEARS! 


SEARCHING FOR YOU 
CAUSE THEY 
THINK YOU KILI 
KINGPOK! 








LET’S GET TO THE BOTTOM 
OF THIS SONE WHO BEARS: 
THE STAR’ BUSINESS BEFORE 
SOMEONE REALLY POES 
GET HURT ~ ° 


WELL, 
| CMON, TEP, 
if, TAKE US BACK, 

i 





Chapter One: The Hollow Tree 





TANNER AN? 
HIS FAMILY! 


s = oe 
ip WWI Ba 


WON 
WW 


WEY 


NS 
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Old Man's Cave 


REA FOR 
“LANDERS, 
TO MAKE CERTAIN 
THE FARMS ARE 9 
ABANDONE?P. z 





The Hollow Tree 


WE HAVE HEARP 
NO REPORTS. 
j OUR MISSION iS: 
TO SECURE THE AREA 


LOCATE THE ¥ 
PRINCESS ANO THE SMALL 
CREATURE WHO 





Old Man's Cave 


RUMORS ARE RUNNING WILD 
UP ANP POWN THE FRONT LINES: 
THAT KINGPOK 1S DEAD! 


ARE THEY 
Ne 


WHAT 
SAYING? 
T PON’T UNDERSTAND, 


KNEW YOU WERE 
THEY'RE LOOKIN’ of NO GOOV, BONE” 
FOR A BALD CREATURE KEEP, I SHOULDA LISTENED 
WHO BEARS A STAR! Lucius! 

SOUND? LIKE ANYBO?Y 
YOu KNOW?! 





The Hollow Tree 


’ YW. 
RAT ace THEY'RE IN A STATE 


OF GONFUSION- - 





THERE ARE RUMORS . 
THEIR CHIEFTAIN HAS \ By iN SOME KIND OF 


TIBBERISH? 





THEY WERE SPEAKING 


NESSEN... Fier OW REALLY? 
AN ANCIENT RAT . AND 
CREATURE LANGUAGE \ ¢ WHEN DIP YOU d I UNPERSTOOP EVERY 
RESERVED FOR LEARN TO SPEAK AN SINGLE WORD THEY 
TIMES OF WAR AND ANCIENT RAT CREATURE SAP, 


MILITARY EMERGENCY, MILITARY LANGUAGE?! 
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Old Man's Cave 


WHY 1S THIS 
HAPPENING, 
THORN? 
WHY ARE THE 
HAIRY MEN 
DOING THIS? 


MRS. TANNER, WE 
HAVE SOME FOOP AND 
WATER FOR YOUR FAMILY 
AT A SMALL CAMP NOT 
FAR FROM HERE... 


NO. WE’RE GOING TO 
THE TOWN. IT’S A CLOUDLESS 
NIGHT, SO WELL KEEP TO 
THE RAVINES. 

SAM _CAN TAKE THE 
TANNERS BACK TO OUR CAMP. 
JON, WENPELL ANP EUCLIP, 
you bailed ROUTINE. 


DON’T KNOW WHAT 
THE RAT CREATURES 
WANT, THORN! THIS. 
IS ALL SOME KINPA 
CRAZY MIX UP! 


THEY’RE 


NOT JUST AFTER 

ME, THEY’RE AFTER 

SOME PRINCESS’ 
2’ INNOCENT, 


YES. I PO . 


WOULD YOU 
BELIEVE ME IF £ 
SAID THE PRINCESS 
WAS INNOCENT. TOO? 










=o 
BELIEVE YOU 
THAT S THE 
ONLY REASON 
I HAVEN'T LET 
WENPELL AND 
Buctie 
STRING 
YOu uP: 
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The Hoilow Tree 





nS fill \ f 
rn ta a na 
AY ' - 
‘f ve . % 

‘ THEE BARRELHAVEN WE'RE 
‘f VERN? STANDING IN IT. 





Old Man's Cave 


PHONEY, WHERE 
WAS _THE LAST 
PLACE YOU SAW 
FONE BONE? 


HIM AN’ HIS BRAGONSLAYIN’ SCHEMES 
THIS ISN'T £ SAY WE KILL HIM RIGHT NOW? 
HAPPENING! }\ TO 90? 


THIS IS ALL 
THAT 


ROTTEN 
BONE’S 


WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING, EUCLID? 
Fay la 


¥ 





The Hollow Tree 


ane ae rte a NI INO! HE SWINDLED US Yue cows 
mAb, ASNT THERE BEEN Y WD ESTROYED ieee 


HE TRICKED US INTO CHASIN’ 
AFTER DRAGONS! WE WERE 
AWAY FROM OUR HOMES 
WHEN WE SHOULDA BEEN 
HERE DEFENDING THE 
VILLAGE? 


ANP SO WOULD ALL THE 

OTHER VILLAGERS WH 

WERE WITH YOU HUNTING 
DRAGONS! THIS BONE PROBABLY 





Old Man's Cave 


& { y WHAT 90 YOU SAY, 
EUCLID’ WENDELL? DO WE STRING HIM UP 
OR NOT? 


THE MORE 
~ 4 
~ 


x , 
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The Hollow Tree 


A PRINCESS? 


THERE HASN’T 
BEEN A 


KINGPOM. 
FOR ALMOST 
WAS KILLED IN FIFTEEN 


THE BiG WAR? 


KINDS LOOK Like | THAT MAKE OL’ ROSE BEN? 


THE LOST GUEEN 
RERINCESS: OF THE VALLEY? 
OL’ GRAN’MA BEN RACES 


THAT MEANS YOU CAN JUST 
KEEP YOUR TRAP SHUT - - 
UNPERSTAND? 


YEAH, YEAH. 
WE ALL GOT OUR 
LITTLE DELUSIONS OF 
GRANPEUR. I COULD 
TELL YOU WANTE? 
TO GET IT. 
OFF YOUR CHEST. 


YES, IT KNOW THAT. 
EVERYBOPY KNOWS THAT 
~~ EXCEPT, APPARENTLY, FOR 
THE RAT CREATURES AN? MY 


LOOK, I PON’T KNOW IF IT’S 

TRUE... BUT I AM SURE WE 

SHOULON’T BE DISCUSSING 
\T HERE? 


LISTEN UP. THIS WAR CLUB 
BELONGS TO MY FRIEND FONE BONE. 
I FOUND IT HERE IN THE WRECKAGE 

OF THE BARN, ANP THERE’S A 
GOOP CHANCE HE AN? SOME 
OTHERS ESCAPED. . . 





Old Man's Cave 





ITO TH 





Vo 
, 


TLL GO ALONE, 
IF I HAVE TO. 








«+. FOUND SOME TRACKS 
LEADING AWAY FROM THE COMPOUND 
IN’ IE WOODS. 
= WANT TO FOLLOW THEIR TRAIL. 





T FORGET twat! Wh wexzrouce 


YOU WANT, 
ras SN PAL, BUT WATCH 
BONES KILLED y tote WHEN 
bucius’ LKIN’ A 


















BUT THORN, WE HAVE 
A CAMP FULL OF 
HURT AND FRIGHTENED 
PEOPLE BACK THERE. 


ARE YOU JUST 
GOING TO ABANDON 
THEM? 








The Hollow Tree 


J 
“I HAVE GONE HOME TO us ANO HE PUT iT IN 
GRAN’MA’S FARM.” THE TREE FOR YOU 
TO FIND, JON. 


L WROTE THIS THE NIGHT 


< 

T LEFT THE COMPOUND Q 

SO FONE BONE WOULD KNOW Ps ‘ 
WHERE I WENT. . « 


FIRST THING 
IN THE MORNING, WE 
HEAD NORTH TO 
GRAN’MA BEN’S 
BECAUSE HE PLACE. 
WENT TO 
GRAN’MA BEN’S 
FARM TO LOOK 
FOR THORN? 














Old Man's Cave 


— | 
ME? AFRAID?! HMM. a yOu 
I ON SECON? THOUGHT, AREN’T INVINCIBLE, YOU KNOW. 
Yen, RIGHT! MAYBE I SHOUL? GO WHAT PO YOU WANT ME 
YOURE ALONE, 


NEED A GUy 
WITH MY SKILLS 
FOR PROTECTION! 





The Hollow Tree 


‘Ou 
Oy 
\\ JOIN HER 
IMMEPIATELY. 
di; 
eZ, 
fe 





Old Man's Cave 


BEFORE I CAN GO TO 
MAN’S CAVE, IT 
MUST FIN? MY 
FRIEN? FONE BONE. 


i 


if 


IGOTO 
OLD MAN’S CAVE? J; 


‘ . 
| f | { f 
AWS | 
‘OU HAVE TO HELP ME, 
QON’T YOU? 2 ME, in 
Pe IT 1S YOUR buTy. SHOULP T SEARCH /: 
FOR MY FRIEND? 
pe OR SHOULD 
RK b : 
i . & 
Te a Z a 
+a 5, o ae 
i; 





The Hollow Tree 





YOUR FRIEND WAS LAST SEEN FAR AWAY iN 
MOUNTAINS. HE IS RUMOREP TO 


HAVE BEEN INVOLVE? IN THE DEATH OF THE MIGHTY 
KINGPOK, AN? MANY ARMIES ARE NOW 


wo 7 
SEARCHING FOR HIM... 4D r 


VR YOUR MAJESTY, 
OLP MAN’S CAVE IS 


JON, YOU HAVE 
THE FIRST WATCH! 
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Old Man's Cave 


CAN ANYONE 
HEAR ME? 
Z CANNOT MOVE. 


\ 
OW GRANOMOTHER’ 
WHERE HAVE YOU 
BEEN? 


I HAVE SEARCHED 
EVERY WHERE 





The Hollow Tree 


COME ALONG, NOW. c. AMSG SORRY. 
BM FOR THE THINGS I SAP 
OU PO NCTBRAVE: PLEASE FORGIVE ME = - 


FAR TO GO LL NEVER RUN 


THAT IS EXACTLY *. 
WHAT I WANTEP TO 
HEAR... NOW BE A 


GOOP GIRL ANP USE YOUR 
SWORP TO CUT THE VINES AWAY 


FROM YOUR ANKLES, 
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Old Man's Cave 


KEEP QUIET, 


clus! 
2 
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The Hollow Tree 





Old Man's Cave 





Chapter Two: Dragons in the Earth 


| ! A au 
q Naa 


ir 
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DARKEST NIGHT 
UKE SHE 
WAS FOLLOWING 
A MAP. 


STAY BACK! 
INE HAS IT WITH 
THIS TROUBLEMAKER! 


“THIS IS ALL HIS 
FAULT! 


Old Man's Cave 


Ul ALL RIGHT, THAT'S 


KNOW wee THORN 
1S, BUT UNTIL SHE 
BACK, 27M 
ENFORCING HER 
ORPERS! 
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SHE'S NOT HERE 
TO SAVE YA! 


/" SHE RAN OUT ON US 


LAST NIGHT! WHAT DO 
YOU GARE WHAT SHE 
WANTS?! 





Dragons in the Earth 


THE HARVESTARS WERE Bp THERE’NE 
'\ WIPE? OUT FIFTEEN YEARS BEEN RUMORS FOR YEARS 
AGO WHEN ATHEIA WAS THAT THE LITTLE GIRL 
SACKED! THERE’S NOBODY SURVIVE? THE MASSACRE-- 
ALIVE WITH THAT NAME? _ 

















tala Pale ! z rar To AT ae ey 
oy ) NT AGE 
ae ae | a bf 4 hy 
us 7 an TUM iN YOURSELVES 

en er ! San 
Wy it Mh a a i eel 
(ha Lan P Cah’ ! 
yet NF 


\ A ( wil Le 
) 1 PANE 
ath i 

ae \ 


4 












AUT Wp \ ‘ 
Md T ighy/ ih 3 th 
Be ne 
Ngee I ee mh 
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Old Man's Cave 


THAT'S RIGHT. | 


HE’S A NERY 
REMARKABLE 





Dragons in ihe Earth 





LL WE HAVE TO 
GET BACK! 





Old Man's Cave 





TH RATS MARCHED ACROSS 
TH’ NORTHERN END OF TH’ VALLEY 
STRAIGHT EAST TO WEST- ~ 
BURNIN’ FARMS AN’ TERRORIZIN’ 
TH’ POPULACE! 








Dragons in the Earth 


W/ 8 4°" \ESS8S55¢' GN! 
a ai (Yas Beat it! 
5 — IF YOU’RE NOT 
i GONNA EAT Us, 


p COULP THESE BE THE BONE CREATURES: 
WHO HAVE SLAIN OUR KING... 7 





ui Nee 
q 
WE’RE NOT 
TH 


WE COULPA D 
KINGPOK AS GOOP AS 
ANYBODY? 





Old Man's Cave 





NOW TAKE 


"AKE OFF 
BEFORE HE GETS 
REALLY MAD! 





Dragons In the Earth 





Old Man's Cave 


THAT WAY. OLD MAN'S CAVE 
IS PIRECTLY THAT WAY. 


Me 
| 


y 


h 


le 


HEY, THORN! YOURE WE’RE NOT GOING 
GOING THE WRONG WAY! j TO OLP MAN’S CANE. 
YOU JUST SAIP OLD MAN'S - THERE’S NOBODY THERE 
CAVE IS THIS WAY! WE CAN TRUST. 
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Dragons in the Earth 


2 AS PROOF THAT THE BONES ARE 
POWERFUL MAGICIANS « 


8 HOW ELSE CAN WE 


Deal 
NV ’ EXPLAIN IT? 


KINGVOK WAS ATTAGKED, YES... 





Old Man's Cave 


BROUGH ABOUT 
THIS STAR BEARER! 
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Dragons In the Earth 


MASTER... THE FLAT-LANERS ARE 
PLEASE PO NOT BE ANGRY. . BECOMING ISCONNECTED . .. 
OUR PLAN IS WORKING! THE STAR BEARER HAS HELPER 

BY SEWING SEEPS OF CISTRUST 
AGAINST THE DRAGONS! 













OUR MILITARY OBSECTIVE... TO 
CAUSE WIDESPREAD FEAR AND 
PANIC HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED ... 
WE HAVE SWEPT ACROSS THE VALLEY 
AND BACK ... DESTROYING EVERY 
FARM IN OUR PATH... 


PO YOU NOT FEEL IT? 
THE BALANCE IS SHIFTING! 
SOON YOU WiLL BE FREE... 





‘TIS 
COMING 
CLOSER FO THB 
SURFACE... 





MASTER. . TAM BUT 
YOUR HUMBLE SERVANT, . - 
E MERELY PROPOSE THAT THE 
VENIFYAN-CARL IG MORE 
POWERFUL AND POSES 
A GREATER RISK 


THE PRINCESS SURELY HAS THE 
POWER TO FREE YOU... 
BUT SHE ALSO HAS THE 

STRENGTH TO PESTROY YOU - - 


PLEASE... MY LORP, 
\F YOU COULD SEE THE OMEN... 
YOU WOULD KNOW THAT THE 
ONE WHO BEARS THE STAR PBS oo: 
1S A VENFYAN-CARI..- YOU ARB BENT. 
THE TWO OF US WILE BE 
AGLE TO SHIPT THE DREAMING 


FOS NOW 
AT LEAST. 
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Old Man's Cave 


> 0 o BUT IF YOU ARB 
iF THIS WRONG, 
THAT 


THEN YOU MAY CONTINUE 
OUR SA TOE eo THIS 


FOR YOUR GP 
TO BB VERY. - 
VESY 
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Chapier Three: Projection Spell 


\ B 


) i 





Old Man's Cave 


PLAN? 

THE ONLY THING I 
SEE YOU PLANNIN’ IS 
A RAID ON TH’ 
SURROUNDIN’ 


THESE WARM SUMMER DAYS ; ATTACK HIM, HUH? 
AIN'T GONNA LAST We ENT JES’ TH FOUR OF US? 
FORENER, THORN 


YOU DON’T HURRY UP. EVAN ISTO. RORTINTO THe 
WE GONNA BE HIDIN’ ” RAT CREATURE’S CAMP 
FROM THE RAT CREATUI HOOVED ON. AN’ JES’ POP TH’ 
IN A SNOW BANK! ONE ON TH’ CHOPS? 





Protection Spell 


I’M NOT SURE I pO! HE’S RIGHT, THORN. 
IF ANYBO?Y WANTS MY WE CAN/T 

DO THIS ALONE. NOW, PLEASE GO 
G@RAN’MA BEN AND ALL BACK ON PATROL, 

THE VILLAGERS ARE ANP MAKE SURE THAT 

ANYONE WHO COMES 

THIS WAY- - ANY BIRD, ANY ANIMAL, 
OR ANY INSECT- - ANYONE - - 
\S TURNED AWAY WITHOUT 


But WHEN THIS 1 ALL Soi 
T WHI ? iM 
OVER, GRAN’MA BEN Some SurreR. © 
reapusror fe Sask HANDING Me SOME ¢ 
DISOBEYIN’ HER. ‘ THAT FUEL s 
. SMILEY? 


YEAH, OKAY... 


IWS JUST THAT MAYBE 
I DON’T UNDERSTAND 
TH Pb. 











Old Man's Cave 


YEAH, HOW ARE WE WE KNOW HE HAS 
GONNA GET ae AN ARMY THAT’S OUT 


HOOPED 2 HUNTING FOR YOU AND 
WE DON’T KNOW NOTHIN’ OUR COUSIN 
ABOUT HIM EXCEPT THAT PHONEY BONE. 
HE APPEARS IN YOUR 
CREAMS. 


I DON’T KNOW. THERE’S A 
PROTECTIVE SPELL AROUND THE 
HOOVEP ONE SIMILAR TO 
THE ONE TED AND T 
PUT AROUNP THE FOUR 
OF US. 


YEAH, THORN, 
WHO IS 











Protection Spell 


BELIEVE HE THE HOOPE? ONE 
SO WHY’S HE WANTS US BOTH FOR THINKS YOUR COUSIN ANO 
WANT YOU AN’ I HAVE THE POWER 
PHONEY? TO HELP FREE HIM. 








THEN HE RILEP UP FEAR AND 
ANGER AT THE DRAGONS 
FOR HIS ORAGONSLAYER 
SCAM! 


THAT’S EXAGTLY THE 
KIN? OF THING THAT FEEDS 
THE HOOVED ONE’S POWERS. 


WE KNOW HE 
CAUSES TROUBLE, 
BUT - - 


WELL, DURING THE 
COW RACE HE TURNED 
THE TOWNSPEOPLE 
AGAINST _GRAN’MA BEN... 


' IT WAS SORTA f MY POINT 
FUNNY WHEN THE | IS THAT 


ANGRY MOB ATE yg PHONEY WOULD 


MUGKETY-MUCKS 
INTO THE RIVER WITH 

A GIANT CAMPAIGN 
BALLOON OF HIMSELF! 
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Old Man's Cave 


















THAT’S WHY THE 
RAT CREATURES ARE 
ATTACKING THE VALLEY. 
EVERY FAMILY THAT IS 


Bur 
WE'RE WALKING INTO A 
NIGHTMARE AND WE NEE? 


TO BE CAREFUL 











SLATE 
«LORD OF A 
\S FREE HE HAS TO Rverrrt : 
FIND A MORTAL FORM PAR 
TO INHABIT. 


PN) es 


IC Ie He TAKES OVER THE 2 

if HOODED ONE'S BODY, 

| THE HOODED ONE WiLL BECOME 
THE MOST POWERFUL BEING 

f IN THE WORL?. » 








THAT'S IT, 
THORN. 
PACK YOUR STUFF. 
WE'RE GOING TO 


MAN” 
ar Now?” ABOUT THE NIGHT 


RIGHT ROW! 
THIS IS GRAZY BEN. Ou MY PARENTS WERE 


SITTING OUT 
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Protection Spell 


I KNOW MANY OF MY 


GRAN’MA BEN AND THE ORAGONS, 
BUT ALOT 
HAVE RETURNED. . . 


wo Yes 


AND THERE IS ONE THING «J SG 
’M SURE OF- - ’ ae 








Old Man's Cave 


WHO PARES TO 
TRESSPASS ON ROQUE JA’S 
MOUNTAIN? 





Protection Spell 


WHAT PURPOSE 
BRINGS THE MIGHTY 
LEADER OF THE RAT ‘Y 
GREATURE TRIBES TO 
VISIT_ MY HUMBLE 
I HAVE TRAVELED 


FAR TO ASK A BOON 


YOU ASK A FAVOR OF ME? * Sede : THE TIME FOR ALLIANCES 
} BAH! YOUR JOURNEY HAS + IS PAST. YOUR LACKEY KINGDOK 
BEEN IN VAIN, HOLY ONE - ~ i SHOULP? HAVE DELIVERED THAT 
MESSAGE TO YOU... 


OR PERHAPS HE PION’T 
HAVE ENOUGH OF HiS THROAT 
LEFT TO SPEAK WITH! 





Old Man's Cave 


YOU'RE LOOKING 
BETTER THAN THE 
LAST TIME I SAW YOu. J 














Protection Spell 


CONTROL YOURSELF, 


HON... 
YOU TRY MY PATIENCE... 


YOUR LITTLE SPELLS DON’T 
bap eanle hing es TEACH YOU TO BE FRIGHTENED 
OF MY UTTLE SPELLS... 
HOWEVER, MY MISSION 
HERE TODAY IS OF A MORE 





SOME TIME I HAVE BEEN SEARCHING 
FOR THREE STRANGERS FROM ANOTHER 
ANP, © BELIEVE YOU KNOW OF THEM . 


MADE BY MY GREATEST WARRIORS: 
TO OBTAIN THESE CREATURES, 
BUT ALL HAVE FAILED ME... 


wie § 


WS 
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Old Man's Cave 


YES, I’VE CAPTURED THEM. . . 
TWIGE, INFACT. WHAT PO YOU 
WANT THEM FOR? BUT TIME 1S RUNNING SHORT. . . 


+e Z MUST HAVE THEM BEFORE 


THE HARVEST MOON... 







THE HARVEST MOON? 3 ‘s r (ALL MAGIC IS STRONGER WHEN 
hatrirt2 nes ON ae ONE USES THE NATURAL WAXING AND 
STICKEATER? | WANING OF THE DREAMING RYTHYMS ... 


I OP END UP WITH HIS 
TONGUE, OF COURSE, BUT 
TI WILL WANT MORE 
NEXT TIME, 


I TRIE? TO GIVE THEM TO 
YOU ONCE ALREADY. 
BUT KINGPOK INSISTE? T 
LEAVE THEM WITHOUT 
PROPER GOMPENSATION. 





Protection Speli 


I WILL HAVE COMPLETE F NOT SO FAST, STICKEATER, 
SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE EASTERN ‘ RITUAL MAC. ON THE HARVEST 


MOUNTAINS NORTH OF |, BA? 
YOU MUST HAVE 


GREAT PLANS... 
I WANT TO BE WELL REWARDED, 


A TRIBUTE. ONCE A YEAR J ‘ a 
YOUR HAIRY MEN WILL BRING : f LET US JUST SAY THAT F 
TO ME ONE EIGHTH OF THEIR 00 NOT WISH THERE TO BE ANY 
3 THE PRINCESS? OF WHAT RIVALS AT MY PARTY. 
USE IS A DEAD BODY BG es WANs A paAbe 


=~ 
eae 


AT A SACRIFICE? 





WHAT? 
HOW LONG WAS 
Lt OUT? 


Old Man's Cave 


YEAH,YEAH, 
GREAT, TON, Y x 
uit LiKE & BEEN 
SHOUTING. SLEEPIN’ ON 
NAN? A 4 ROK FOR 
A ‘A WEEK, 


YOU HAVE? 
YOU HAP A FEVER 
AN’ YOU WERE 
DELIRIOUS. 


PAYS! 
YOU WERE OUT 
FOR A LONG 
TIME- - 
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Protection Spell 


E THOUGHT YOU DION’T 
HIKE ‘SE 


ANS 
OF THE DREAMING! 
ENERYBOPY THOUGHT 
THE VENI-YAN 
DISAPPEARED? ALONG 
WITH THE 
KINGDOM! 


WAIT A MINUTE = - 
IT’S ALL COMING 
BACK TO ME..- 





Old Man's Cave 


we Goria 

PeEAeMA Bet” WALK WITH ME, 
ISN’T_GUEEN 

OF THE VALLEY! 


PLEASE 





sO Nee THIS PLACE IS 
WHAT'S THE A SANGTUARY, IT IS THE 


DEAL WITH ALL CENTER OF ALL THAT IS 
MY: TRANSCENDANT IN 
THIS WORLD. 


IN THE 
PREAMING. 


NOW, PHONCIBLE, 
IS NOT THAT BAD, 


TRAIN HERE WITH THE 
VENI-YAN WARRIORS. 





Protection Spell 


THAT PREAMING WORLD EXISTS 
EVEN WHEN WE ARE AWAKE, 


WORLD THAN WHAT YOU 


iy 
THERE’S MORE TO THE - 3 Pp 
SEE WITH YOUR EYES, 
PHONCIBLE. 


YOU ARE, 
WITHOUT A DOUBT, 
THE MOST 
MATERIALISTIC. 


THESE PICTURES TELL 
A STORY. AN? THIS IS 
THE VERY BEGINING 


SOMETHING. 





Old Man's Cave 


WHEN THE WORL? WAS VERY, VERY 
NEW, THE FIRST DRAGON WAS A 
GAUEEN NAMED MEM. MIM MAINTAINE? 
THE DREAMING BY WATCHING ITS FLOW 
AND KEEPING iT BALANCED, 


THE PREAMING IS A THING 
OF GREAT DELICACY, ANP BALANCE 
= IS MOST IMPORTANT. 


THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS WAS A 
NIGHTMARE BEING WITHOUT SHAPE OR 
FORM WHO COULD EXIST ONLY 
IN THE SPIRIT WORLD. 


BUT HE WANTED TO MOVE iN 
OUR WORLP TOO, AND TO DO 
y THAT - - TO BECOME PART OF 
OUR GRUPE REALITY - - HE WOULD 
HAVE TO TAKE POSSESSION OF A 
MORTAL BEING’S FLESH! 


MIM WATCHE? THE DREAMING 
WITH GARE, AND ALL 
CREATURES LIVED 
TOGETHER IN PEACE ANDO 


. +» UNTIL ONE PAY A SPIRIT 
KNOWN AS THE LOR? OF 
THE LOCUSTS BECAME UNHAPPY. 


HE CHOSE MIM, GUEEN 
OF THE DRAGONS, THE @ 
MOST POWERFUL DREAMER 


MORTAL. EVERY THI 
IN OUR WORL? IS Mi AL. 


THE LOR? OF THE LOCUSTS 
ENTERED HER MIN? AN? 
THE G.UBEN OF THE DRAGONS 
WENT MAD. BALANCE WAS LOST, 
AND THE WORLD WENT DARK. 


TO SAVE THE WORLD, ALL THE 
OTHER DRAGONS HAD TO MONE 
AGAINST HER! THEY TURNE? HER 

TO STONE, AND THEY TRAPPED THE LOR? 
OF THE LOCUSTS INSIDE HER FOREVER! 


HE CAN FAINTLY 
COMMUNICATE WITH BEINGS 
WHO HAVE UNUSUALLY STRONG 
DREAMS, BUT TO THIS DAY 
HE WES ENCASED? IN THE STONE 
CARCASS OF THE 
QQUEEN OF THE PRAGONS. 





Protection Spell 


FOR A HUMAN THEY COULD 
TRUST, AND THEY FOUND A YOUNG 


VEN HARVESTAR, THE FIRST 
QUEEN OF THE HUMANS. 
SHE WAS MY ANCESTOR, 

AND THORN’S ANCESTOR. 


AFTER THE FRIGHT CAUSED By THEIR 
QUEEN, THE HIGH COUNCIL OF DRAGONS 

~., NO LONGER FELT THEY SHOULD BE THE 
B—1_SOLE GUARDIANS OF THE DREAMING. . 





F A GREAT 
Sipe DEAL. 


ae 
\SA / someone 
WANTS 
\ TO FREE THE 
\\ Lor oF THE 
LOCUSTS... 






AS A TOKEN OF THE COVENANT 
BETWEEN OUR TWO RACES TO 
UPHOL? AND MAINTAIN THE BALANCE 
OF THE DREAMING ... 







YEAH, YEAH, 
REAL NICE. 

LET’S SKIP AHEAD 
A FEW GENERATIONS. 
WHAT'S THIS GOT 

























THE BEST INFORMATION 
WE HAVE IS THAT 
THE RAT CREATURES 
AN? A ROGUE VENI-YAN q 

WARRIOR CALLED 
THE HOOPED ONE 
ARE SEARCHING FOR YOU 
IN ORPER TO FREE 
THE ANCIENT LORP 
OF THE LOCUSTS. 

















Old Man's Cave 


BUT THE DRAGONS WON'T HELP US, j YOUR 
7M INNOCENT? THAT’S WHY I’VE GATHERED THE HIGHNESS. 
I DON’T REMAINING VENI-YAN AND 
KNOW ANYTHING REOCCUPIEP OL? MAN’S CAVE, 
ABOUT THIS! IF NEED BE, WE CAN MAKE 
GO GET THE DRAGON? A LAST STAND HERE. 
YOU_HAVE TO STOP R 
THE HOOVEP ONE! 


HELL SAVE US! MISUNPERSTANPING! 
HE WON’T teas WE'LL GET iT ALL 
10 7OU GR THORN, THEN ME AW’ MY COUSINS 
HE'S CAN GO HOME, AND 
YOU AN’ LUCIUS CAN 
GET MARRIED, ANP 
THORN CAN-- 


THAT’S RIDICULOUS! «+. AT LEAST NOT 
LUCIUS ANP I NEVER EVEN UNTIL IT WAS 
COURTEP. WHY, HE WASN’T TOO LATE. 
ENEN SWEET ON ME... 


MARRIE? ONCE, 
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Protection Spel! 


DON’T BE, THORN IS 


\F ANYONE COULO USING ALL HER 
DP THEM, IT WOUL? SKILLS TO THROW 
a BE yOu. ou US OFF HER TRAIL. 


I’M AFRAID 
THE PRAGON 
WAS A GOOD 

TEACHER. 


I HAVEN'T 
EXACTLY GIVEN HER 
ALOT OF REASONS 

TO TRUST ME. 





THERE’S MORE BAU NEWS, 
ROSIE. THE RAT CREATURES 
ARE ON THE MOVE 
AGAIN. THE HOOVES ONE 
IS SETTING UP. 


YOU'RE LUCKY SOMEBODY’ 
LOOKIN’ OUT FOR YOU, 
RUNT. OTHERWISE 
I’ TWIST YER SCRAWNY 
NECK? 


YEAH, YEAH. I HEAR THAT 
ALOT LATELY. 





Old Man's Cave 


WHO IS THIS 
Hi ON! 
ANYWAY? 


OKAY, OKAY, TUST FOR THE WHY, 
SAKE OF ARGUMENT, SUPPOSE \OOPED ONE IE EN? OF 
ALL THIS OREAM STUFF THE WORLD, 
IS REAL. .. N THE LOCUSTS 


OF 
COURSE. 


CHIN UP, 
PHONCIBLE, WE WON’T 
GINE UP THE VALLEY 
WITHOUT A FIGHT. 
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Chapter Four: Wolf Call 





hes 
eS 
ez 


eee 


= 


{i 


2 “Aye 
bh AE, ma a 
Web Sh Fa 
D Lal | Be 


) 


t 
h 
iD 


iyi GRANDMOTHER'S 
7 OME RE'S STUFF. 


al 


ee, BE 
Ss 


me 


gee 


EE : 


—_ 


Ser 


ae Eh 


zy) 
TH 
























Hey! 


WATCH WHAT 
YOURE POING? 


SOUNDS KINDA SAP, \/ THE WOLF? 
\é HE POES, 


DOESN’T IT? 






THAT’S MY BATHWATER 
YOURE SPILLIN’! 





Old Man's Cave 


SINCE WHEN PO 
YOU UKE TO 
BATHE? 
YOU’RE USUALLY 
LiKE A GAT WHEN 
IT COMES 
TO GETTING WET. 














On! BUT IT’S 
NOT A RAT CREATURE, 


SINCE WE’VE 
BEEN LIVING IN THE 


ONLY TAKE SO MUCH 
GAKEP-ON DIRT. 






CALLING OUT 
INTO THE 
TWILIGHT. 





GOOP 
GRAN'MA 


AWA’ 
C’MON, LET’S 


GET THIS WATER 
AROUND? BACK. 
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Y'KNOW, FONE BONE IT FEELS 


IT’S ALMOST LIKE BEING 


TO BE BACK AT 
BEN’S FARMHOUSE, 





HAS THORN 

SAIP WHAT THE 
PLAN IS? 

WE’/RE NOT LEAVING 


Wolf Call 


WELL WHAT DOES SHE 


WELL, I THINK THORN’S 
WRONG. 

I THINK WE GAN TRUST 

GRAN‘’MA BEN, AND WE 
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Old Man's Cave 


..» BUT UNTIL THORN AT 
a LEAST UNTIL 


WE 
TO BE PATIENT, J 


YOU THINK SHE 
REALLY HAS 
A PLAN? 





I.SURE HOPE SO. 
A PLAN TO SAVE US 
FROM THE RAT 
CREATURES, ANP TO DEAL } 
WITH THEIR LEAGER ICAMPMENT 
THE HOODED ONE. TELL IT TO AND_ASSASSINATE 





Wolf Call 











INE MADE 
ARRANGEMENTS WITH TE? 
FOR THE BOTH OF YOU TO 

STAY HERE AT THE 
FARMHOUSE, 


\ \ \\ 


\ 
‘Mm 





NOW WAIT ~ - 
WHOA, WHOA, 


POESN’T INVOLVE ME?! 
THE HOOPEP? ONE IS AFTER 
MY COUSIN PHONEY BONE! 

“THE ONE WHO BEARS 

THE STAR” 


I KNOW YOWRE MAD AT YOUR 
GRANDMOTHER FOR LYING 
ABOUT THE PEATH 
OF YOUR PARENTS, BUT 
MOVE ON. 


SHE THOUGHT SHE 
WAS PROTECTING YOU, 


Old Man's Cave 


THIS DOESN'T 
INVOLVE YOu. 


NOT TO MENTION THAT 
IVE BEEN CHASED OFF CLIFFS, 
PUSHEP OFF WATERFALLS, RAINEP 
ON, AND BEATEN UP EVERY 
SINGLE PAY SINCE LT 
GOT TO THIS STUPID 


YOWRE NOT 
MAKING THIS ™ 

DECISION WITHOUT 
uss 


I1’S NOT JUST 
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Woif Call 


ALMOST EVERY NIGHT SHE SEEMS SPLIT IN TWO... 
PPEA\ (o7 


FIRST PULLING ME IN ONE 
DIRECTION, THEN ANOTHER. 
IT’S LIKE HAVING TWO PIFFERENT 
GRAN’MA BENS BATTLING 

iON 


I’S JUST YOU PON’T KNOW WHAT 
IT’S LIKE TONES KNOW 


A 
DREAM ~ - 





| WE'RE ORPHANS, TOO. UNTIL WE 
ME, AND FONE GONE, CAME HERE, 
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Old Man's Cave 


WHEN PHONEY 
PULLS SOME STUPIO SCAM 


OOWN HE 
MEAN TO HURT ANYONE ... 
++ IN HES MIND, HE’S STILL 
LOOKING OUT FOR US. 










ALL RIGHT, 





FONE BONE, 
SMILEY BONE. 
















LNAJA 
WW 


g 
GRAB YOUR STUFF, AND js 
flay LET’S GO. ea 
RIGH: 


MAN, E HOPE YOURE - 
IT ABOUT é 
THS/ 
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Wolf Call 


/4/ i e) 


i 


Wh 
y f ith 
, a S 


7) sol ha a ; 

, i Vs, 

TAA MY ly 
eo j 


we 


CAPTAIN KNOTT, MOVE YOUR 


‘ 


ROR 
pe caus 
COW, =k 





Old Man's Cave 








WE ARE WELL 
TRAINE? TO 
SEE. 


OR WHATEVER IT IS YOU 
PO WITH THAT HOO? 
PULLE? OVER YOUR FACE. 


THE 
BACK AN? WARN C OUR bors 
TO PREPARE THE 
AMBUSH, 





WE HAVE TO KEEP THOSE By 
ENEMY! YOUR £506 | ST TO RATS Soe CROSSING THE RIVER. my): 
WARN OUR BOYS 


Woif Call 
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Old Man's Cave 


HOW SWEET IT IS 


AN? YET... HERE YOU THAT Ie PEASE 


ARE... AS BEAUTIFUL AS \\ FOUN? SOMETHING 
YOU EVER WERE INUIFE... ) server Tun 





Wolf Call 





Old Man's Cave 











Wolf Cail 





Old Man's Cave 


AH, YES, YOUR SOUL IS THAT BIT 2 EACH OF US, IN FACT, IS 
iE = A SMALL CONCENTRATED BIT OF 
OF THE CE EMAING TAT MAKES yOU : DREAM CARRIED ALONG 


IN THE CURRENTS OF 
THE GREAT DREAMING RIVER THAT 
FLOWS ALL AROUND US. wee 


THORN 'S SUCH A PERSON. 
PERHAPS YOU ARE TOO, 


IT ~- IT’S THE GITCHY FEELIN’... 
THAT TERRIBLE FEELING THAT MAKES 
YOUR HEAP SWIM ANP YOUR LEGS 
© WOBBLE! IT’S A POWERFUL OMEN 
O OF BAD THINGS TO COME! 
> oO 





Wolf Call 


YES, I...I JUST HOPE 
THAT MY GRANDDAUGHTER 
IS SAFE.... 





Old Man's Cave 













YOUR HIGHNESS/ 


bucius 
tS OUTSIDE 
THE CAMP? 
HE ANS HIS MEN 
ARE BEING 
PURSUEP BY 
RAT CREATURES! 


NO. 
BUT HE’S 
STIRRING. 





CAUGHT US BY 
THE RIVER AN? 
SLAUGHTERED US. HERE. TAKE HIM, 
if REINFORCEMENTS I PON‘T KNOW IF 
HAON/T ARRIVE?, WE HE’S STILL 
WOULD/VE BEEN ALIVE OR NOT. 





CALM, BE CALM, 
WE MUST PREPARE 


THE RAT CREATURES 
HANE US COMPLETELY FOR OUR FINAL STAND, 


SSURROUNDEP, 
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Wolf Call 
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Old Man's Cave 
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Chapter Five: Blood Moon 


I CAN’T EXPLAIN IT, 
BUT IT IS TRUE, 


YOUR SISTER 1S THE 
HOOPED ONE. 








Old Man's Cave 


++. AN? NOW SHE IS 
RO OF THE LOCUSTS. GOING TO REPAY 
HE’S KEPT HER ALIVE THAT DEBT BY 
ALL THESE YEARS... SETTING HIM FREE. 


Bur tHe COUNCIL 
IF EVER WE NEEDED Nu INCL 
THE FGREAT. REP DRAGON, i ‘ DECISION WAS FINAL 


THERE’S NOTHING eS "4 cTHE PRAGONS ARE GOING 
CA 


WE CAN PO UNPERGROUN? FOR GOOD. 
TO CHANGE 
THEIR MINDS? THREE DAYS... WE-PACE THE. ENZ ALONE: 
EVEN WITH THE RE? 
DRAGON BY MY SIDE 
I WAS UNABLE TO SWAY 
THEM. 





Blood Moon 


4 HE’S THE 

: THE RAT CREATURES ARE 

aN AFTER. THEY TORE UP THE 
fN 


VALLEY LOOKING FOR HIM. 
VvEAH! NOW “THE RAT CREATURES 
HAVE US SUR 


CAN FREE THE ANCIENT 
LORe OF THE LOCUSTS, 





Old Man's Cave 


THE LOR? OF THE LOCUSTS WHY DON’T YOU OFF, WENDELL. 
CAN STEAL THI TAKE THAT THe ENEMYS OUTSIOE 
DREAMING THAT FLOWS THE GATES, REMEMBER? 














HE RAN AWAY BECAUSE 
YOU SCARED HIM! 


QUICKLY? 
NU WE HAVE TO FINO HIM! 






ee 
N. HE’S ESCAPED! 
J : i en ‘ 


AND SEARCH THE CAMP - 
FIN? THAT BONE! IF HE 
ENPS UP IN THE WRONG 
HANDS, IT’S GOING TO 
BE A REAL SHORT WAR. 





Blood Moon 








Old Man's Cave 


[ HAVENT YOU CAUSED 
ENOUGH TROUBLE? 


ENERYONE WAS IN 
DANGER AS LONG AS 


L STAYED? 


++ -’M THE ONE THE 
RAT CREATURES WANT. 





Blood Moon 


« ANP NOW YOU’RE 
PUTTING THE REST 
OF US IN WORSE 
DANGER! 





Old Man's Cave 






x ANAAHS ungevievageer 22-47 
KY SiN THE STORES ABOUT YOu ARE 
‘TRUE, CO : 


, MAN! YOU ARE 
STRONG ANP HARP AS ROCK! 





.-. BUT ITIS NOT YOUT 
AFTER ... TONIGHT 
I HUNT FOR THE ONE WHO 
BEARS THE STAR... 





Blood Moon 





Old Man's Cave 


WAIT, THORN’ YOU 
CANT FIGHT THAT LION- - THE PRAGONS 
LET’S FIND THE DRAGON! " ° 





Blood Moon 


YOU ARE COMING 
ME AS WELL, 
ARER. .. 











Old Man's Cave 


WAKE UP, 


& CY 
De IN Mi 


DRAGON! THORN WAS ATTACKED By 
ROCK JAW! I THINK 
SHE MIGHT BE HURT’ 


++ BUT JUST BARELY. 
YOU _MUST HURRY 
OR Se WILL 





Blood Moon 


615 G0! we nave to 
SAVE HER mii 


a 
A 
& 


YOU ~ - YOURE NOT COMING 
WITH ME? 


THE HIGH COUNCIL OF DRAGONS 
“<q _ HAS FORBIDDEN IT 
A S15 MUST REMAIN APART. 


THE VALLEY IS 
COUNTING ON 
you 





Old Man's Cave 


HE TOOK THORN AN? 
PHONEY ANP CARRIED 
EM OFF 





Blood Moon 


T/LL GET MYSELF BACK. 
YOU HAVE TO BEAT THAT 
LION TO PHONEY BONE - 


OR WORSE... 
YOU HAVE TO BEAT HiM 
TO THORN. 





Old Man's Cave 





Blood Moon 


aN ‘ 
“SN 
\ 


Te ett 


uaa 


ig 
Wg 


YOU HAVE BOLOLY THREATENED US .... 
++ AN? UP LINTIL NOW ... YOU HAVE 
PERHAPS YOU ARE NOT AS POWERFUL 
A MYSTIC AS YOU THOUGHT .... 





Old Man's Cave 


FORGET IT! 
T AIN’T TAKIN’ 
Ye 


TOGETHER WE WILL FREE OUR MASTER 


TO THE STONE SURFACE THAT 
SEPARATES US 


A MISTAKE? 


PO YOU CAL THIS... ( 
A MISTAKE? 





Blood Moon 





Old Man's Cave 


YOU CHASED ME ALL OVER 
KINGPOM COME BECAUSE IT’S PHONEY’S: YEA! THE SAME 
OF THAT?. CAMPAIGN BALLOON! BALLOON THAT GOT US 
THE ONE THAT CHASED 
MISS GRAB-BONE INTO 
THE RIVER’ 


IN 
BONEMILLE IN THE 
FARST PLACE, 


= WILL NOW USE MY 
Cauent it Ane LET SCYTHE ... TO CONNECT 
THE AIR OUT Bi \f YOUR SOUL... PARECTLY TO 


AH, WELGOME, ROSE HARVESTAR .., 
MY SISTER... 





Blood Moon 


THE ONE YOU THOUGHT WOUL? BE | 
THE FUTURE RULER OF THE LAND... 


EVEN £ CAN SEE THIS BALLOON IS NO 
OMEN OF POWER - -ITIS MERELY << 
A SYMBOL OF PRIDE ANP VANITY? = /— 


= 


YOUR JEALOUSY OF THE TRUE 





Old Mar’s Cave 





Blood Moon 





Old Man's Cave 


THIS IS 
CEACOW NECKL, 


tA 


aN, es 
¥ ee 


+ 


A i Lee 
uh 7 ff Z sg 
a Ms, poe 

hs 





Blood Moon 
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Old Man's Cave 
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Friends & Enemies 


Book Seven 


Ghost Circles 


Prologue. Jonathan 


4, 





I/SE REAL 












THE ORAGONS ... 
HAVE GONE 
UNPERGROUNP FOR 
GOOP. 


GRAN’MA SAID SO. 





£ GOT TO 
FIND G@RAN’MA BEN! 
OR Lucius! 
YOU KNOW WHERE 
Lucius Is, 
SONNY? 


Ghost Circles 


LISTEN, JON - - 
THORN SENT ME AHEAD TO 
FINO GRAN’MA BEN AN’ THE 
PRAGONS - - TO TELL EM 

THAT THORN’S COMIN’ 


BUT JON ~~ 
I CAN’T FIND NO DRAGONS - - 
I CAN’T FIN? NO GRAN’MA BENS! 
AN’ I THOUGHT THORNY’D 
BE HERE By NOW. 





OH, I KNEW WE SHOULDA 
COME BACK SOONER! 
I TOL THAT GIRL, BUT 

SHE WOULON’T 
USTEN! 


OH, BOY... 
iF THEM PRAGONS 
GONE POWN INTO 
TANEN GARD, THAT’S A 
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Jonathan 


THEY SAY HE \ E PON’T KNOW! BUT I SAW HIM IN 
DONE SOMETHIN’ THE ARMS OF THE HOODEDP ONE - ~ 
TO GRAN’MA BEN AN? SHE WAS A WOMAN’ THE TWO OF 
AN’ PHONEY BONE, ‘EM JUST STOOP THERE AN’ WATCHED 

WHILE THE RAT CREATURES SNUCK UP 
AN? AMBUSHEP OUR REGIMENT. 







NOW, SON, HE’S 
NO TRAITOR. 


ABOUT IT, AN’ HE SAID 
LUCIUS WAS A TRAITOR’ 
£ JUST... 


Lucius DOWN IS 
A HERO. AN’ A 
MORE LOYAL SOUL I 
NEVER MET. 
ESPEGIALLY WHEN IT 
COMES TO 
GRAN’MA BEN! 





WHY, WHEN OL’ ROSE BEN 
HAP TO PICK UP STAKES AN’ 
MOVE TO THE NORTHERN 
ENO OF THE VALLEY, 
LUCIUS COME WITH HER, JUST 
TO MAKE SURE SHE 
AND HER GRANOPAUGHTER 
WAS SAFE! 


DON’T YOU WORRY NONE, 
\F THEY’S ANY HUMAN 
BEING YOU CAN COUNT ON, 
IT’S LUCIUS DOWN. 

E PROMISE YOU THAT. 
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Ghost Circles 


PO YOU THINK 
LUCIUS WILL FORGIVE ME 
TELLING THE 
HEADMASTER ... 7 


BE PROUD 
OF YOU, 











Chapter One: End Times 


THE 
HEAPMASTER 
REGUESTS your 


yy 


Bs 





Ghost Circles 


: YES, TINSMITH. 
YOU ARE LUCIUS POWN’S 
BEST FRIEND, CORRECT? | 


HAVE BEEN MISSING SINCE 


THEY 
EARLY TOPAY, AND WE ARE HOPING YOU 
CAN SHED SOME LIGHT 
‘ ON THEIR DISAPPEARANCE, 


FRIEND? 
I THOUGHT HE WAS 
ONE OF YOU - - 





End Times 


I BEUEVE YOU wae PIT YOU ARE AND AS YOU KNOW, EVEN IN THE OL? 
WRONG ABOUT Yy DAYS, LUCIUS WAS PASSIONATELY 
LUCIUS POWN. v LOYAL TO THE TWO PRINCESSES 
HE WAS NEVER BRIAR ANP ROSE, 


OATH OF LOYALTY 
CONFLIC TE? 
WITH HIS DUTIES... 


CAPTAIN OF THE 
GUARP, WAS TO 


7) PROTECT THE 
ROYAL FAMILY. 


> 
YES, WELL... Z UNDERSTAND ey, ; 
‘AT BEST HIS | THE DISAPPEARANCE oF | |fHONEY BONE! YES. SIR’ 
ALLEGIANCES COMMANDER DOWN ano | [THE RAT CREATES ONE 
ARE FOGGY.  GUEEN ROSE MAY BE oe noee Ue 
LINKED TO ONE OF SUR Meme 
THE BONE CREATURES. .. 
THE ONE WITH THE 
STAR ON HIS SHIRT. 











{ LOOK OUT THERE TINSMITH, 
PO YOU SEE THE LEGIONS OF OUR 
ease ENEMIES CAMPE? AT OUR DOORSTEP. 
wie A PO YOU REALLY BELIEVE THEY’VE 
, ¥ a COME HERE FOR ONE OF THE 


RIDICULOUS BONES? 





Ghost Circles 


HAS THE KINGDOM BEEN GONE 
SO LONG THAT YOU NO LONGER 
ENEN RECOGNIZE THE ROYAL SEAL? 
THE HARVESTAR FAMILY CREST? 


WHICH REPRESENTS k y THEY HAVE SECRETS THAT COULD 
THE PREAMING. . . HELP THE RAT CREATURES FREE 
THE SOURCE OF OUR OLPEST ENEMY. .. 


THERE . .. IMPRISONE? UNCER THAT 
SMOKING MOUNTAIN LIES 
THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS. 


LIFE ITSELF. 


LORD OF THE LOCUSTS? 
YOU DON’T EXPECT MY VILLAGERS 
TO BELIEVE THAT OLP STICKEATERS 
TALE ABOUT A DENIL THAT THE 
age DRAGONS TURNED TO STONE? 





THE EARTH TREMBLES. ¥ 3 : rf 
MY FRIEND, THE m Ff THE QUEEN 
AN? HER 


GRANPPAUGHTER 
WERE TO FALL 
INTO THE 
WRONG HANDS .. - 
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End Times 


WHAT IS 
HAPPENING? 





Z ke o 4 
Aad! “#- 


a7 “f THIS (S IT, TINSWITH, 
_ GO TO YOUR PEOPLE 


TAN? LEAD THEM 


iC 


mst 


ph Dy wa 


CA: Lowen 











gg 







a 










Ghost Circles 





9 


oa 
— poeganh 
aK 





End Times 


mis is crazy? Vj 
WE'LL NEVER GET || 
is / 





Ghost Circles 





End Times 





Ghost Circles 





End Times 


PP v’S A TUNNEL po 
WAS, THAT LEADS DOWN 
THE MOUNTAIN ~ ~ 





Ghost Circles 


HERE IT 1S! 


TO ESCAPE FROM 
ROCK FAW! 


UH... 
MAYBE THIS ISN’T 
SUCH A 
GOOD IDEA... 





852 


End Times 


ONERWHELME? 
BY NIGHTMARES, 
I KNOW... 





Ghost Circies 








End Times 








Ghost Circles 


HTT, 
Py 


a 


MLN 





End Times 





Ghost Circles 





End Times 


“GREAT PARKNESS 
FALLS ACROSS: 
OUR GENERATION, 
ee eee S MAY WE BE 
BONE . EQUAL TO 


THE ANCIENT LOR? WILL 
MONE FTLY. 
ACROSS THE VALLEY... 





Ghost Circles 














End Times 


DOES THE LOR? OF THE LOCUSTS 
ROAM THE EARTH AT LAST? 








Ghost Circles 







NO... 7 BUT I GATHERED 
TOGETHER ALL THE FORCES: 
NECESSARY TO FREE YOU -- ? 


BECAUSE 
YOUR THEASON, 







OF OUR 
POWERS 





YOU GATHERED 








WRONG 






CONFIGURATION. 


















YOU MUST SEBZK 
Our OUR MSSING 
POWERS ANP RETURN 
THEA TO US 2 o « 












End Times 








IT’S AWFUL HOT 
DOWN HERE, 
ANYBODY ELSE 
HAVING TROUBLE 
BREATHING? 


ANAST, YA SWAB! 
I TOL’ YER 
TO HOLP THAT 


Ghost Circles 


AN’ WATCH 
POINT THAT 
LANGE! 


L DON'T 
BER 
TUNNEL BEING 








End Times 


SOMETHIN? WRONG, tf ISN’T THAT CUTE? 
FONE BONE? PHONEY’S GOT 
A LITTLE HAT 


EVERYBOPY STAY CALM, THIS IS 
JUST A HALLUCINATION! 
WE’RE PROBABLY BREATHING 
SOME UNDERGROUND 
GAS OR SOMETHING. 





HALLUCINATION 
LIKE THIS MUST BE 
CAUSE? BY 
A SUBSTANCE THAT 
HAS A GHEMIGAL 
EFFECT ON OUR 
BRAINS. NOT 
By MYSTICAL 


LIKE WHAT? 





Ghost Circles 









MYSTICAL POWERS ... INVISIPLE 
GAS... 












BUT IF ITIS GAS, 
DON’T YOU THINK 
YOU SHOULD DOUSE 
THAT OPEN FLAME? 







GRAN’MA! 
WHAT HAPPENED? 


THORN JUST 
COLLAPSE?! 
ANP SHE’S: 





MOUNTAIN BLEW UP, 
AND THe ORE: ONE 


I’M AFRAID 
THEY MAY 
HAVE TRIED TO 
TAKE 
POSSESSION OF 





End Times 


SHHH, YOURE 
WITH US, DEAR. 
YOU'RE SAFE, 


SO pip x, 
RIGHT HERE 








WELL, DEAR, ONE DAY 
WHEN I WAS YOUR AGE, 
L FOLLOWED MY OLVER SISTER 
BRIAR HERE, THE LOR? OF THE 
LOCUSTS WAS WAITING FOR Us. 


OUR BODIES WERE 
COVERED WITH LOCUSTS ... 
JUST LIKE YOURS WAS. 
HE WAS SEARCHING FOR 
SOMETHING ... 


FONE BONE 
STOPPED 
HIM, 


oa 


LET ME UP. 
WE NEED TO 
\\ GET MOVING, 





SOME ARE MORE 
OPEN THAN 
OTHERS, BUT IT’S. 
THE PLACE WHERE 
THE DREAMING 
FLOWS THROUGH 
YOU. 


Ghost Circles 


SO TELL ME, GRAN’MA, 
WHO ELSE HAS A DREAMING 
EYE BESIDES YOU 

AND ME? 


SO YOU KNEW HOW WELL, NO. BRIAR’S EYE 
POWERFUL BRIAR’S WAS BLIND FROM BIRTH, 
AND I THINK SHE HA? 


NO. AN? NOT ONLY WAS 

BRIAR’S DREAMING EYE 

NEVER BLIND, IF 7’ NOT 
MISTAKEN, IT’S 
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End Times 


aT A 


CHR 
\ 

2 
—— 


\ 
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Ghost Circles 





End Times 


iy = : GS EEE Ry 
Lif x ZE = 
PINE eg 

s Ma? 


N <= 





Ghost Circles 


IT LOOKS LIKE A 
GIANT HAN? REACHED 
HAVE BEEN KNOCKED OUT ANP LEVELE? 
OVER LIKE A BUNCH OF EVERY THING IN 
TOOTHPICKS. 


NO, ONLY SOME OF 
THE DESTRUCTION 
(IS REAL. THE REST 
UNWITTINGLY e IS ONLY 
UNLEASHED THEM 
AGROSS THE VALLEY, 
‘ 


\e WE HURRY, 
we galt HBB ro, concn me Sooners, , 
ie =a REAL GHOST CIRCLE, 

YOULL CEASE TO EXIST. 





End Times 


THORN. WAIT! I PON‘T KNOW YET, BUT REMEMBER 
DO _YOU REALLY THINK WHEN THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS 
YOu _CAN UNDO ALL TRIED TO POSSESS My BODY... 
THIS? HOW? ANP YOU PUT 
THIS PRAGON-NECKLACE 
ON ME, FORCING 
HIM TO FLEE? 


HAVE SOME OF 
HIS POWERS, 
I GUESS, 


REMEMBER TO 
WATCH WHERE I 
STEP! WE DON’T 

HAVE MUCH 
ME. 
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Chapter Two: The Promise 


HEY! 
FONE BONE! 


ISN'T THERE AN 
EASIER WAY 
TO GO BESIDES 
CLIMBING OVER 
EVERY TREE FOR THE 
IN OUR PATH?! MILLION 


Swe id | 
= 


| NOW STOP FUSSING ... BUT IF_ YOU MAKE 
ABOUT, PHONEY. SMILEY SUPE OFF 
THIS IS PANGEROUS? THE PATH INTO A 
ALL THIS ASH GHOST CIRCLE - - 
IS SLIPPERY! 
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Ghost Circles 







TRY TO (IMAGINE 
THAT WE 














WHYS IT 


ile 


BUT IF THORN AND 
GRAN’MA BEN SAY 
WE TIP TOE AROUND 








BUT IF YOU 
ASK ME 


MS 








FINE! BuT IF YOU ASK ME 
I/P SAY YOU/RE LETTIN’ THOSE TWO ’ 
WOMEN GET TO YOU WITH THEIR TALK ABOUT 
DREAMS AN? PRAGONS AND EVIL SPIRITS! 


ITS ALA 
BUNCH OF 
HOOEY? 
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The Promise 


I’M NOT LETTING THEM Fong 2 BANE SOME 
GET TO ME, T/M AS 
ALE THIS DREAM STUFF ; 
; a MOBY DICK DREAM, 
AS YOU ARE... I ONEECO 
PROCEED WITH GAUTION, 
OKAY? 


“MON, GUYS, 2 a WHAT ARE TALKING 
ent our. : ABOUT? YOU LOVE iT 
: WHEN WE FIGHT’ 


Lr 
DON’T LIKE IT 
you 


WHEN 
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Ghost Circles 





THE WAY AHEAD IS 
NARROW- - WATCH MY 
‘ CAREFUI AND THAT 
es ROCK IS BE CAREFUL 
YOu LUNKHEAD, MY 


HOW CAN YOU BE you 
‘TIRED?!! YOU'RE BEING vO pela) 
CARRIED! ANYTHING 
OTHER THAN 
YOURSELF?! 


WHAT ABOUT 
THE REST OF 
US WHO ARE 
JUST TRYING § 
TO SURVIVE 
THE MESS YOU 
MADE?! 





The Promise 


LET ME 
WADDLE 


jTUusT 
OVER 


NO, YOU'RE NOT! 2 KEEP 
COMING UP WITH ESCAPE 
PLANS, BUT YOU DON’T 
WANT TO GO’ YOU WANNA 
STAY HERE ANP HELP PEOPLE! 
REMEMBER RUNNING OUT 
ON ME SO YOU 
COULD HELP A BABY 
RAT CREATURE OR 
WHATENER? 





Ghost Circles 


I ADN’T RUN OUT - THEN ‘THINK 
ON YOU -- FORGET IT. a ABOUT POOR SMILEY? 
SMILEY AND I WERE THEN, 1’M NOT EVEN IT’S ONE THING TO TURN 
TAKING THAT LITTLE ? GOING i, ME INTO A SAILOR ~ - 
CUB TO HIS HOME THERE - - IVE GOT WITS! 
IN THE MOUNTAINS AND . I’M A SURVIVOR? 
WE GOT LOST- - 


BUT WHAT ABOUT HIM? 
WHAT’S GOING TO HAPPEN 
WHEN YOUR RAMPANT 
IMAGINATION TURNS HIM 
INTO A BEACHED WHITE WHALE?! 
HUH? WHAT? 


HE’LL BE FLOPPIN’ AROUND 
GASPING FOR BREATH LIKE 
A FISH OUT OF WATER! 
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The Promise 





BESIDES « «iF THERE’S ANYONE 
TO BLAME ITS THAT CRAZY OL’ BAT 
GRAN’MA BEN? 
SHE’S BEEN KEEPIN’ SECRETS FOR YEARS? 


THE HOOVEP? ONE WAS EVEN 
HER OWN SISTER ANP SHE DIDN’T 
TELL ANYONE! 








HE WAS WOUNDE? 
ANP COULDN'T WALK... 


+2 BECAUSE EVERYTHING 
H BEYONP THOSE ROCKS 


IS AN ILLUSION. 


Ghost Circies 








ERE YOU 
LEFT HIM? 





The Promise 


-- IF HE? BEEN IN THE ay - - BUT IF LUCIUS IS INSIDE 
PATH OF THE TRUE BLAST, HE HOST CIRCLE, 
WOULD HAVE BEEN KILLED 
FOR CERTAIN ~ - 


« = 
Kye 


I MIGHT BE ABLE TO 
UNPO THE SPELL WITH 
THE PIECE OF THE LOCUST 
THAT I HAVE INSIDE 

> OF ME. 





Ghost Circles 





. 
j 
39 
30 
E 
= 


I CAN’T SEE ANYTHING 
IN THERE, IT’S ALL SO... 
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The Promise 


aa 
tai 
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Ghost Circles 


WE'RE JUST INSIPE 
THE eHoen CIRCLE, 


OH, THANK GOODNESS! 
THE PLACE 
T LEFT HIM HA? NO 
TREES? 


ISN’T HERE - - 
WE’RE IN THE 
WRONG SPOT! 
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The Promise 


WHAT ABOUT YOU, THORN? 
ARE YOU ALL RIGHT? 


WAIT! I HAVE MORE 
GOOP NEWS! 
THE SPRING IS 
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Ghost Circles 





WHAT? OH, GEE, 
L DON’T HAVE 









a, XO 
BUT YOU’RE NOT, 
ARE YOU? 


iz F/ 





The Promise 





YOU TOLD PHONEY 
TopAy THAT Your fia 
GO HOME : 


DON’T HAVE NO, YOLWRE RIGHT. 
IN FACT, 
HE’S ALMOST 


BESIDES, WE 
TO DO ENERYTHING PHONEY 
YS. HE’S ALWA’ 
RIGHT, YOU KNOW. ALWAYS WRONG. .. 


+. BUT THIS TIME 
HE JUST MIGHT BE 





iT 
ONTO SOMETHING. J 
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Ghost Circles 


WE DON’T BELONG HERE, .- 
I MEAN, LOOK AT THESE 
PEOPLE. 


» THEY 
BELIEVE IN PREAMS. 


I’M AFRAID PHONEY’S 
RIGHT, ALL THIS 
DREAMING STUFF 


YOU CLOSE? YOUR 
EYES ANP YOU COULD 
TELL - - WITHOUT EVEN 

SEEING HER ~ - THAT 


YOU DION’T 


WHAT ARE 
YOU TALKING 
ABOUT? 
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The Promise 





— ee os _— 
of" tM FLOATING 


~<A! INTHE MIDDLE OF 
THE OCE: 


It’s 
GOING 
UNPER - - 


Ghost Circles 
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The Promise 


Its SO 
QUIET POWN 
HERE 


i” 


% Gtth, 
hie ub Winn, 





Ghost Circles 





The Promise 


NOW WHAT PIP HE 
HANE TO GO ANP 
DO THAT FOR 





Ghost Circles 





Chapter Three: Darker Truths 
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Ghost Circles 


SMILEY? TAKING A BATH! OH, THANK GOODNESS! 
L HAO THIS 
REALLY OMINOUS 
DREAM, AN? I WAS 
AFRAID SOMETHING BAP 


HE WOKE UP THIS 
MORNING ANP HE’S 
NOT CAPTAIN AHAB 





Darker Truths 


SAY... 7M NOT WAIT A MINUTES 
a IKE 


ISHMAEL ANYMORE, 
EITHER! WHAT'S 


I CAN FEEb IT. SOMETHING’S 
STARTING TO GHANGE... 
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Ghost Circles 


++ GRAN’MA WANTED 
TO HEAD 


SOUTH 
TO ATHEIA... 
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Gooer 
MORNING?! / 


Darker Truths 


QUIET. I’M ISTENING 
FOR SIGNS OF LIFE 
MOVING AROUI 
OUT THERE, 
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NOT YET. 

I THINK THE 
GHOST CIRCLES 
MAY BE 
SPREADING. 


HAVE YOU 


SO YOURE TELLIN’ US 
THAT TH’ GHOST CIRCLES 
AREN’T PART OF THE 
NATURAL VOLCANO ~ = 
THEY’RE SOMETHING 
SEPARATE - - 


SOMETHING 


ENV! 


WHEN THE HOOVEP ONE 
ATTEMPTED TO FREE 
THE LOCUST- - 
THE NOTHINGNESS: 
BEGAN TO 
COME HERE... 


FORTUNATELY FOR US, 
THE HOOPED ONE BOTCHED 
THE RITUAL AND ONLY THE 
SMALLEST FRACTION OF 
THE VOID WAS ABLE TO 
ESCAPE. 








< 


Ghost Circles 


THE EXPLOSION FROM THE 
VOLCANO PUSHED THEM 
TO THE FAR CORNERS 
OF THE VALLEY... 


+++ BUT EVEN THOUGH 
THE BLAST ITSELF 
HAS DISSIPATED, 
THE CIRCLES CONTINUE 
TO SPREAD OUTWARD, 


NOT SEPARATE 
PART OF 
THE DREAMING, LIKE 
ENERY THING 
BME. 


BUT FROM A PART OF 
THE DREAMING WHERE THERE 
IS NO SHAPE OR FORM 


THAT'S WHAT THE 
GHOST CIRCLES ARE ~ ~ 
PLACES WHERE OUR WORL? 
AND THE VOID ARE 
MIXER TOGETHER: 
















? 5° 
FORTUNATE? 
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IF THE CEREMONY 
HAP BEEN SUCCESSFUL, 
NOT ONLY WOUL? £ 
BE THE tORD OF THE 


Darker Truths 


EVEN SO, SOME OF 
THE NETHERWORLD 
ESCAPEP AND WE HAVE 
THESE UNSTABLE 


LOCUSTS, 
BUT THE ENTIRE 
VALLEY 
WOULD? BE 
A GHOSTLY 
NETHER- 
WORLD, 


WELL, IT FEELS LIKE THE ONLY 
THING HOLDING THE CIRCLES 
HERE IS THE SMALL PIECE OF 
THE LOCUST THAT’S 
INSICE ME... 


GRAN’MA BEN THINKS 
SHE HAS FRIENDS IN 


2 SAY THIS IS ALL 
HOOEY! 


ey 


wusT 
HALLUCINATING? 


WORRIEP ABOUT THE . 
WE GOING TO VILLAGERS WE LEFT + gAND es Farias 
ATHEIA?! AT OLD MAN’S CAVE! 





Ghost Circles 


LET’S ALL STEP OVER 


GOO”, FONE BONE. 
THEY’VE GONE UNDERGROUND 


GRAN’MA TRIE? TO GET 
THE PRAGONS TO STAY, 
BUT THEY WOULPN’T! 
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Darker Truths 


THERE'S SOMETHING eC Se. gti qt 
FOE? A 
OF THE TO THE 
t 
VED 
P. rs P “ 
} | « ‘ y 
mh _j ‘ s 


ALL RIGHT NOW, 
EVERYONE 82 QUIET 
- = AND 
TI MEAN IT THIS TIME! 





Ghost Circles 





Darker Truths 


WE HAVE 
TO HOPE 
WIClUS MADE IT 
BACK TO 


TO ATHEIA. 


«+. ATHEIA IS EVEN FARTHER 
AWAY FROM BONEVILLE THAN 
WE ALREADY ARE! WELL 


COURAGE, OLD FRIEND! 
WE'LL SUST HAVE TO 


IF WE PLAY OUR CARDS: 
RIGHT, WE CAN GO BACK TO 
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Ghost Circles 


you THINK I1’S A FONE BONE ANP I 


WHEN 
THEY y ASTURBE? THE GHOST CIRCLE - - 
eerie \ THAT COUENE GIVEN US 





Darker Truths 





Ghost Circles 


‘ OR 
‘Ze ine 








Darker Truths 





Ghost Circles 








Darker Truths 





Ghost Circles 








Darker Truths 


ANY POWER YOU HAVE YOU ARE LIKE ME NOW. ... 
COMES TO YOU FROM THE LOCUST A SHAPOW 


OF YOUR 
YOU Pi NOT STEAL IT... 
«HE GAVE IT TO YOU... 













BUT EVEN A LIVING VEN-YAN-CARI #Y. 
CANNOT GALL OUT THE LOCUST ALONE... 
TWO TOGETHER ARE NECESSARY 

TO PERFORM THE RITUAL... f} 





| THAD HOPED TO BE THE STRONGER OF THE TWO 
BUT IT WAS NOT MEANT TO 8B... 


COME WITH ME, CHILD... WE 





WILL GO TO PERFORM THE RITUAL 
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Ghost Circles 


DO NOT DECAPE TOO QUICKLY... I KNOW IT WAS 
WITH THE POWER OF THE LOCUST YOU Be oe 
WILL BE ABLE TO UNDO THE GHOST CIRCLES. . Er <j 
YOU CAN RESTORE THE VALLEY... 


IS THAT NOT WHAT YOU WANT? 








BUT IF I HAD, 
COULD YOU BLAME ME? 
YOUR ENTIRE FAMILY 
TREATED ME UKE AN 





+. YOUR FATHER CUT ME IN HALE THE WORLD IS FILLE? WITH DARK TRUTHS, 
WITH AN OLO ABANDONED FARM TOOL, YOUNG ONE .., AN? ONE TRUTH I HAVE LEARNED 
IS PESTINY ALWAYS PREVAILS « 


NOW RISE . 
TAKE MY HAND, 





PARENTS WERE EATEN ALIVE .. 


916 


Darker Truths 


g 
i 
5 
: 
? 
3 
3 





Ghost Circles 





Darker Truths 


— 

ne 

Fy, z - 0 
e 





Ghost Circles 





5 
2 
38 
3 
x 
8 








920 


Chapter Four: Snap! Crackle! Pop! 


GO TO 
THE LEFT! 
THERE ARE GHOST 
CIRCLES 
AHEAD ~ - 


THE GHOST CIRCLES 
ARE INVISIBLE! ONLY YOU 
GAN SEE THEM? 
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Ghost Circles 





Snap! Crackle! Pop! 





Ghost Circles 





Snap! Crackle! Pop! 








7M FINE, BUT THE CIRCLES 
RE CLUSTERED TOGETHER HERE 
AND I NEED A FULL RANGE OF 
SIGHT. 





THEY 
STOPPED 
YELLING, 





Ghost Circles 








Snap! Crackle! Pop! 








Ghosi Circles 






































































































“<> e Ms S —F CS 







































































Snap! Crackle! Pop! 








We FOUND 
=\ aus! 


us NAVE! 








se FOR THE LIFE OF 

ME, T’4L NEVER KNOW 

WHAT MADE ME LOOK 
THERE. 





Ghost Circles 





Lucius? 
CAN YOU HEAR 
ME? 








YOU'RE SAFE, vw YEAH, HE’S @OODP - - 
BUDDY, YOU’/RE GOING see HE’S HERE, DON’T THINK 
, TO BE ALL RIGHT. Bi vee 


WHY AREN’T YOU 
LOOKIN’ ME IN THE 
EYE, WENPELL? 
WHAT HAPPENE?? 








tS AW MY 
FAULT, 
WENDEL! 


\1S ALL MY 
FAULTS 
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Snap! Crackle! Pop! 





i WOULON’T SHOUT 
THAT IF % WERE YOU, FRIEND. 


THERE’S PLENTY AROUND 


























\F THEYRE 
NOT HERE, THEN 
I DONT 
KNOW. 





Ghost Circles 












T DON’T THINK YOU AND T 
WOULD BE ALIVE IF THE 
LOCUST WAS TRULY 
FREE. 


SHE WAS LAST 





«+ THE MOUNTAIN THAT 

HAS SINCE EXPLOPED, 

HEAVING TOWARD FREEING THE LORD OF 
THE LOCUSTS. 






THE MOUNTAIN. . . 








AND iF WE'RE ALIVE, 
MAYBE ROSE, THORN 
AND THE BONES ARE, TOO. 

























IT’S THE SEAT OF 
THE THRONE, 
SHE AND THORN ARE 


TO WHAT END? 

THE ANCIENT CAPITAL 

WENT DARK YEARS AGO, 
THERE |S 


e 

T KNOW IF ROSE SURVIVED, 
THEN SHE iS GOING SOUTH... 
TAKING THORN TO 
ATHEIA. 





THE ONLY SURVIVORS OF 
THIS DISASTER ARE 
THE MEMBERS OF OUR ORDER 
ANP YOUR VILLAGERS WHO WERE IN 
THE CAVE WITH US, 
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Snap! Crackle! Pop! 








WE WILL DO 
WHATEVER 


WE MUST TO 
PRESERVE OUR 
WAY OF LIFE 
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TAKE LUCIUS TO THE 
INFIRMARY AND PLACE A 
GUAR? AROUND HIM. 














Ghost Circles 





Snap! Crackle! Pop! 


SAY, GUYS, HAVE YOU 
NOTICE? THAT THE 
LANPSCAPE HAS CHANGED? 
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Ghost Circles 


ITS STRANGE GRAN’MA, I1’S ALMOST AS IF WE’VE MET A 
THE GHOST CIRCLES SHOULD BE THINNING : 


OUT AS NE GET FARTHER FROM THE MOUNTAIN MONING UP FROM 


IT INSTEAP THEY SEEM TO BE THE SOUTH TOWARDS US. 
GROWING HEAVIER UP AHEAD. 


YET OFF TO THE EAST 
TOWARD PAWA, THERE’S A 
NARROW REGION FREE FROM 

ANY GHOST CIRCLES 


WHATSOEVER. 


OKAY. 
BREAK TIME. 


WE AIN’T 
GOIN ANYWHERE 
FAST. 
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Snap! Crackle! Pop! 


WORRY TOO MUCH? 
THE WORLD IS 
GOING AWAY! 









ITS JUST AN ASH PLUME. 


«.-ITS GONNA BE 
IT-L BLOW OVER 


SO FINE IN FACT 
THAT YOU AN’ ET 
ARE GONNA 


ICE BE ON 
TO THIS CITY OF ATHEIA EASY STREET! 


EVERY THING’S GONNA 





EASY STREET? DON’T TELL ME YOU’RE UP 
TO SOMETHING - - AGAIN?// 


GET OFF YOUR HIGH HORSE’ 
YOU/VE BEEN BLAMING ME FOR 
OUR TROUBLES EVER SINCE WE 
GOT HERE, BUT J GUESS WE 
KNOW WHO’S TO BLAME NOW, 
DON’T WE? 
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Ghost Circles 








SEES 





Snap! Crackle! Pop! 


—_— 
°° TELL HIM, 
SMILEY. 










OHMY GOSH FONE BONE 
YOU SAIP THE HOOPED ONE 
WAS LOOKING FOR A WEAKER 
PARTNER TO PERFORM THE 
RITUAL WITH 










WE'VE PLOTTED 
OUT A PATH. 






PHONEY’S 
RIGHT! 
YOU'RE THE ONE 
THEY WANT" 















WE CAN’T GO STRAIGHT THROUGH 
TO ATHEIA BECAUSE OF THE 
GHOST CIRCLES 
BUT THORN HAS FOUND A 
PATH TO THE EAST, 


YOU SURE WE 
CAN TRUST YOUR 





ALL THE SAME 
T/LL KEEP HIM IN CHEER UP, 
FRONT OF ME EVERYBODY, WE'RE 
WHERE I CAN ON CUR ANAY 
SEE HIM. ‘ 
NOTHIN’ CAN 
STOP us! 





Ghost Circles 














940 


Chapter Five: The Root Cellar 
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Ghost Circles 





FEDS FOOP, HE’S 
WEAK FROM HUNGER. 


BUT Z RATIONED OUT 
ALL THE STALE BREAP 


£ DON’T THINK WE 
HANE ANY MORE... 











The Root Ceilar 


HE COLLAPSED 
FROM HUNGER, 
JUST LIKE 
WE'RE ALL 
GOING TO IF WE 
DON’T FIN? SOME 
FOOD SOON. 














SAY, NOT BY YOURSELF, 
es BUT IF WE HELD 
GIRCLE’ THIS IS HAN?S LIKE BEFORE, 
AN EMERGENCY! ran MAYBE WE 
COULD GO INSIPE 
AND LOOK FOR A 
FARM OR A GARDEN... 








Ghost Circles 


WHOA, APIECE WE'LL BE IT WAS: 
WHOA! Lie SAFE AS LONG AN SC CIENT 
ZL DION'S MEAN YOu, : HE’S NOT BUILT 
FONE BONE, WHY : FOR DANGER 
CAN'T THORN THE WAY 
GO ALONE? YOU ARE. 


GRAN’MA, 
WHERE ALONG 
THE RIVER 
ARE WE? 


THE CIRCLES MAKE IT GHOST CIRCLES 
VERY CONFUSING, DEAR... J WERE IN UPPER | | ARE PART OF THE LOCUST 
WE MIGHT BE NEAR THE PAWA. HIMSELF. 
BANKS OF FLINT RIDGE -- ) THERE SHOULD POISONOUS: 
BE FARMS ALL NIGHTMARES SENT 
AROUND US. FORTH TO DEMORALIZE 
£00NWr AN? CONTROL US, 
WANT YOU TO 
LAST TIME YOU DID 
CORSE THIS, IT GAVE AWAY 
OUR POSITION TO 


THORN, I THINK é 
THIS IS A STRATEGIE 
ERROR -- STUPID WAR? 
oF WE’RE 


PAWAIS RYING 
HOSTILE TERRITORY. SUS Ta 


TO 
THE FARMERS HERE SURVIVE! 
HAVE GONE 
OVER TO THE 
Locust - - 





The Root cellar 


THIS IS THE EDGE 
OF THE CIRCLE... 


+. STEP RIGHT OVER HERE... 





«I’M DEFINITELY SENSING 
SOME OF THE OUT BUILDINGS. 


NOW... 


é 
< 
& 
8 
g 
¥ 
rs 
8 
g 
6 











A We 





NVR 
aad)" 


\ 


245 


Ghost Circles 
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The Root cellar 


Xv 


\ 


DIP YOU HEAR THAT? 





WE'RE ALMOST TO 
THE GIRCLE’S EDGE! 


WAIT, THORN” 
YOURE GOING TOO 
FA 


ie oof! 





Ghost Circles 




















The Root Cellar 


| (war, ARE YOU NOTHING: 
LEAVING? Ue eee 
(fe if Vy > 
pr fey } \ fff | 
Vy, J /f i 1 / 
fy q 
) 


(7 


of 





NEVERMINP. JUST 
DO IT -- READY? 





Ghost Circles 
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The Root Cellar 


TO WAIT OUT HERE 


THE ONLY WAY 
TO SURVIVE, 
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Ghost Circles 


THEY’LL PO sTupip 5 THEY SAY 
WHATEVER YOU HOLY MEN, p THEY WANT TO 
SAY, LUCIUS, CAN’T SEE PRESERVE THE VENI-YAN 
BUT THE STICK-EATERS PAST THEIR WAY OF LIFE. WE’LL ALL 
ARE WATCHING OUR OWN BE DEAD WHEN 
EVERY MOVE, HOOPS. THE LOCUST 
THEY’RE STARTING ‘ GETS HERE, 
TO TREAT US 4 
LIKE PRISONERS. 





ON THE ENE OF THE BATTLE, FIR: TONE? 
THE HEADMASTER STARTED GRILLING YOUR LOVALTES TO 

ME ABOUT YOUR PAST... THE ORVER... 

SAI YOU WERE SOME KIND OF 


EN 
SUGGESTED YOU WERE 
INPISCREET WHEN IT CAME 
TO THE ROYAL SISTERS. 


JON OAKS ~ © 7M SORRY, LUCIUS, T KNOW HE 
WAS LIKE A SON TO YOU, MAY HE REST 
WW PEACE - - BUT HE SAID HE SAW THE 
LEAVER OF THE RAT CREATURES, 





YEAH, PRES 


BEAUTIFUL 
AN? 


KIND... 
= WAS IN LOVE 


The Root Cellar 


AND YES, 
THE HOODED ONE , 
IS ROSE’S SISTER, 2 WASIAEALACE CHART, 


SPENDING MY DAYS 
WITH TWO OF THE 
MOST BEWITCHING WOMEN KNEW ¢ 
SHOULON/T. 
GET INVOLVED 


iT 
BLOODY STARS! 
YOU’D HAVE TO BE 
A PRIEST TO BE 
DISCREET AT THAT 
AGE, 


A" 


BUT BRIAR SEEMED MORE IN WOMEN’S WAYS, IF 
GROWN UP - = YOU KNOW WHAT T MEAN, 





Ghost Circles 


Z RATE THIS WAR. 


YOU KNOW My BEST 
FRIEND EUCLID... 
WELL, I HAVENT BEEN 
ABLE TO FINP HIM 


{  VLLAGERS . 
| TOGETHER 
} ¥ 
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The Root Cellar 


THE FIRST 
TIME 
I RAN AWAY 


BECAUSE IF WE DON’T, 
THE JEKK WiLL COME IN THE 






YOU GOTTA BE KIDPING. 
A BUNCH OF MONSTERS 


WHO BELIEVE IN A 
BOOGIE MAN? 
WHAT’S TH’ POINT? 
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YES! WE'RE BORN WITH 
LONG, BEAUTIFUL 
HAIRLESS TAILS! 






GET THEIR TALS 
CHOPPEP OFF. 


WO? 
DON’T LISTEN TO HIM, 
BARTLEBY! 7M 
SCARED OF MONSTERS, | GET OUR EARS 
TOO! SOMETIMES 
I SLEEP 


Ghost Circles 


mM 
WITH YOU GUYS, AND I 
WOULON’T EAT YOU 


IE PLACE IN 


THE ONI 
ALL THE VALLEY THAT HASN’T 
SUCCUMBEP TO THE 





The Root Cellar 





ONCE WE PASS THROUGH THAT 
GORGE, I KNOW PEOPLE IN 
ATHEIA THAT CAN HELP THORN. 


RE WE 
WAITING FOR? 
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Ghost Circles 


Sree 
THER TH 
AFTER WHAT WE'VE TO SET FOOT IN TANEN GARD. 


THE PENALTY FOR 
TRESPASSING 
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Chapter Six: Prayer Stones 





Ghost Circles 


OF COURSE THIS IS T KNOW SHE HAS A 
PIECE OF THE 


LocusT 
INSIDE HER - - 
THERE’S A PA 


WHAT?! DIP SHE 
TOUCH IT? 
WHY DIDNT YOU 
SAY SOMETHING? 


THORN IS A 
VENI-YAN-CARI, 


SHE'S FAR MORE 
SENSITIVE TO EVIL 
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Prayer Stones 








Ghost Circles 


q 


ATHEAA IS UNLESS WE CAN 
ON THE FIND A WAY 
OTHER SIDE. P OVER, 


WE’RE TRAPPEO, 


vit 


’ : 
X 
\ 





Prayer Stones 


STEAL PIES 
WIN wes BECAUSE 


AS THE TALLEST, 
? £ ALWAYS 
WORRIED 


WHAT’S THE MATTER? 
T YOU AFRAID OF GETTING 
I BECAME THE RICHEST OF YOU CAUGHT IN THE PRAGONS’ 
BONE IN BONEVILLE, YOU GR 
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Ghost Circles 


ALL THAT STUFF THE DRAGONS HAVE ! DON’T THINK ABOUT THAT! 
ABOUT SACREO BURIAL BIGGER THINGS TO WORRY THINK ABOUT ALL THE NICE 
ABOUT THAN US STUFF YOU/RE GONNA EAT 
TRESPASSING IN ONCE WE GET TO ATHEIA. 

z ROAST BEEF, MASHED 


OKAY. BUT WHEN THE 
DANGER’S OVER, CAN WE 
GO HOME TO 
BONEVILLE? 





YEAH YEAYM BUT YES, THAT’S ALL = 
ATHEIA MIGHT BE OUR THINK ABOUT? 
LAST CHANCE TO AND JUST LET 

FIND GOLD. SO IF THAT ME PO TH THINKING, 
MEANS WE GOTTA CUT AN’ WE'LL BOTH 
THROUGH A GRAVEYARD. BETTER OFF. 
THEN SO BEIT! 
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Prayer Stones 


IT’S A BG ROCK ARCH 
VS 


BO YOU FEEL THAT? 
THE GROUNP IS VIBRATING! 





Ghost Circles 


I PON’T KNOW, 
BUT IT WAS BIG, 
AN’ IT WAS COMIN’ 

‘A THAT 


jee on 
ee A 
yg A 


a 
oye 
xe A ms 


THEY KNOW WE'RE HERE! 
TRESPASSING ON 
THEIR BURIAL 
GROUNPS! 





Prayer Stones 
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Ghost Circles 
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Prayer Stones 
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Ghost Circles 





E 
4 
re 
Q 
« 
Zz 
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Prayer Stones 


IT’S THIS PLACE, 
SOMEHOW IT’S 
HEALING YOu, 





MANS 


THAT WASN'T 
TOUGH! 
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Ghost Circles 





ALL CLEAR. EVEN THAT ; ‘ 
MYSTERIOUS SECOND ee eM ome one 
SYSTEM WE ENCOUNTERED DARK UP THERE, 


SEEMS TO BE 
WEST OF US NOW. 


Pe 


a 


| aN i 


BUT I’M SURE ANY SURVIVORS WILL 

START MAKING THEIR WAY HERE... 
-+. IF THEY CAN FIN? A WAY 
PAST THE GHOST CIRCLES. 
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Prayer Stones 











Ghost Circles 









{YOU'RE MAKING \* 
A MISTAKE, LUCIUS, 
IT’S DANGEROUS 
OUT THERE! 






TLL CALL THE 
HEAPMASTER - - 













en e4 
PAL 


2 
TO 
WOMEN ANDO CHILDREN GONNA HAVE 
ARE WAITING AT“ TO BE. 


+ 


Prayer Stones 


ALL RIGHT, BOYS, LOOK 
ALIVE, WE’RE GOIN’ OUT THE 
FRONT POOR. 


WE’RE LEAVING. WE’RE NOT ASKING YOU TO 
GO WITH US, BUT WE’RE LEAVING. 


WHAT’S GOING ON HERE, LUCIUS? 
I GAVE ORDERS FOR YOU TO 
CELL. ,, 


WHERE WOULP YOU GO? THE 
VALLEY HAS BEEN DESTROYED. 
OUT THERE iS DEATH... 


HERE ~ - Y HERE HAS ANYTHING 
SURVIVE?. WE HAVE FOOP 
ANP SUPPLIES, 


THIS IS THE ENO OF THE 
WORLD AND 





Ghost Circles 


[4 ARE YOU BLIND? WHY DON’T YOU TAKE 
WE’RE GONNA DIE HERE! OFF YOUR HOOPS ANP SEE?! 


WHO CARES ABOUT PROTECTING 
YOUR SECRET BR IERHOOD? WE'VE 
GOT WIVES ANP GHILPREN! 


IS THAT WHAT YOU WANT TO PO, 
HEAOMASTER? PROTECT A SECRET 
IERHOOP? 


BROTH 2 
AT THIS POINT, IT HAVE TO ASK - ~ 


WELL? WHAT’RE YOU GONNA PO? 
WERE IN A BIT OF A HURRY. 





Prayer Stones 


GATHER THE SUPPLIES. 
WE WILL GO TO THE 
LE KINGPOM 
THI 
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Ghost Circles 
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Prayer Stones 





Ghost Circles 


WE CAN GET A GOOD 
VIEW FROM UP HERE. .. 
AN? I WANT TO 
TAKE A LOOK AT 
THE ROAD THAT LEADS 
TO ATHEIA, 


ON THE STONE IS A 
PRAYER ASKING THE PRAGONS: 
FOR BALANCE THE 
WORLD AND THE DREAMING. 


+++ BUT AROUNP THE NECK 
OF ENERY ATHEIAN, IN A SMALL 
Ou: IS A SMALLER, 
- PRAYER. 





Prayer Stones 


YOUR OWN BECAUSE UP NORTH 
THEY DON’T BELIEVE 
IN PRAGONS. 


CARVING 
THE PRAYER IN 


«.. ANDO BURYING IT 
IN THE GROUND DELIVERS 
IT STRAIGHT TO THE 





Ghost Circles 


THAT’S THE PATH WE JUST TO THE SOUTH OF US LIES 
CAME DOWN FROM THE THE OLP PAWA-ATHEIA ROAD. 
BURIAL GROUND, THE CITY OF PAWA 


IS IN THE 
TANEN GARD IS PART OF THE SAME FOOTHILLS OF THE 


RIVER ANP GORGE SYSTEM EASTERN MOUTAINS. 
AS OL? MAN'S CAVE, 
THE RIVER RUNS ALL THE 
WAY UP THROUGH THE 
VALLEY BACK TO BARRELHAVEN, 





THE PAWANIANS THIS IS THE DIRECTION 
HAVE GONE OVER WE NEEP TO GO. 
TO THE LOCUST. 

TRACE BETWEEN THE 
TWO ANCIENT CITIES 


TWO PAYS WALK WILL 
BRING US TO WITHIN SIGHT 
OF ATHEIA’S GATES. 


HMMM, THE GHOST CIRCLES WILL SLOW 
THE RAT CREATURES POWN, BUT THAT’S 
STILL TWO DAYS OUT IN THE OPEN. 
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Prayer Stones 


IT’S RISKY, BUT IT’S OUR BEST 
HOPE OF FINDING SANCTUARY 
AN? MOUNTING A DEFENSE. 


UNTIL WE FIN? THAT 
CE, THERE’S UNKNOWN 
DANGER EVEN HERE IN THE 
OLP KINGPOM. 


YOU/RE A FUNNY EGG, 





Ghost Circles 









TMA 
FUNNY E@G@? 
YOU'RE A 
FUNNY EGG! 


NO, I’M NOT! 


WHAT AM Z, 
BARTLEBY? 











Vere. 
Pa 


5 Ny ANN iN 


Y yr 





Book Eight 


Treasure Hunters 


Profogue: Lucius 


: ie % 


RAY uncersTancaste, Y 


OUR SUPPLIES 
ARE LIMITED, 
TINSMITH, 


WE WAIT UNTIL 
NIGHTFALL. 





Treasure Hunters 


WHY WAIT? WE WE HAVE ENOUGH 
HAVE MORE THAN PRONISIONS 
ENOUGH WATER FOR A ONE WAY 
TO REACH TOURNEY. 







+ eeIF ATHEIA DIDNT 


WHAT 0O YOU 
PROPOSE WE PO... 










LUCIUS THINKS IT PIP. 

AND AS LONG AS I/NE 

KNOWN HIM, HES ALWAYS 
BEEN RIGHT. 


B, HE W. 

THE GUARD. SOMETHNG ABOUT 
A ROMP WITH THE ROYAL 
SISTERS. BUT OUT HERE, 

WE DON’T GARE. 





Lucius 














Y 
WHY WOULD HE DO IT? 
LUCIUS POESN’T 
LIKE RAT CREATURES. 
HE FIGHTS THEM! 


HE WAS THE ONLY 
ONE WHO KNEW OUR 
ROUTE THAT NIGHT. 





A YOUNG FARMER 
NAME 
JONATHAN OAKS 
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Treasure Hunters 


gust 
FIGHT DAYS AGO, ~- DOING NOTHING 


Tt BELIEVE 
JONATHAN TOLD 
YOU THE SAME STORY 
HE TOLD us. 





Lucius 


IT APPEARS THAT 
a4 


GATHER YOUR PEOPLE, BOTH OF 
YOU, WE NEED TO HURRY PECORE 


WIN? 
‘SE FOOTPRINTS. 





YOU _EXPECT US 
TO FOLLOW THESE 
TRACKS? YOURE 





Treasure Hunters 


YOU HAVE NO RIGHT 
TO PUT THESE PEOPLE AT 


WEL CUT OUR 
TRAVEL TIME TO 
ATHEIA IN HALF. 


YOU'LL HAVE TO. 
I SENT THE BUGS WITHOUT THE BUG, 


THERE ARE ONLY 
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LUCIUS 
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Treasure Hunters 
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Chapter One: The Gate of Aiheia 


HAVE FORCED 
EVERY LIVING 


G A 
IT’S HIKE A TH NO ONE KNOWS 
WE ARE, 


Cc. a 
ANP IF ALL THESE AND UNTIL WE SEE 
FOLKS WANT TO GET 


WE'LL GET IN. 
GRAN’MA BEN IS 
TRYING TO FIND 

MEONE TO 
SMUGGLE 
US IN. 
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Treasure Hunters 


RIGHT! BACK TO SPEAKING OF 
TH’ PLAN! WE STILL WHICH ... 
WHERE PID YOU 
GET THAT 


r ROUND, 
THE LESS WORRIED I AM 
THAT WE'LL STICK OUT 
HERE. a \= 


- [YOU KNOW, FONE BONE, = Are @ Ne 
THE MORE LOOK Ai i : esti awe 4 
Ss oN i ae 
bs z = de 
I a f 





The Gate of Atheia 


. 


z : 





Treasure Hunters 


WELL, WITHOUT THE STARS - - 
++ IT LOOKS LIKE GRAN’MA BUT YOUNG, ee wt 


THE WAY SHE APPEARS IN 


MY DREAMS! aie 
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The Gate of Athela 


A SMALL OFFERING. 
ONLY AS MUCH AS Pl eine 
YOU FEEL MOVED 


I HAVE MANY 
BEAUTIFUL STONES. 
eee FOR 


THIS IS MIM, THE FIRST DRAGON. 
YOU SEE HER LONG BOPY? SHE HOLDS 
HER TAIL IN HER MOUTH AND 
GINES LIFE TO THE WORLD. 


THIS IS ALSO MIM - - 
BUT IN HER DARK 
ASPECT. 








Treasure Hunters 


iy on 





The Gate of Atheia 


SPOOKY KID. 
OU 
y4 > 
\) ! : ef 
Le, 


. 
Oh,No! PHONEY BONE 
ehh? SMIMEY? THEY Were 


7M TELLIN’ YOU, 7 BUT = WANT TO Buy IT! | [ we LiKE THE SMELL OF ir 
YOU CAN'T HAVE Y DID YOU BRING | 4 RIGHT, PHONEY? 
ANY HAY! YOUR HAY TO MARKET 

iF YOU 


WANT TO SELL IT? 
( L 


SS 


2. 


dS Sey 
YEAH, THAT'S RIGHT. 
THE MUSTY SMELL 
WE LIKE TO KEEP IT 
NEAR US... 
NOW SHOVE OFF/ } 





‘Treasure Hunters, 


HEY, PHONEY/ LOOK! 
IT’S FONE BONE AND THOT 


ui DT 
PAY FOR IT? 


WHEN GRAN’MA 
FINDS OUT, SHES 
GONNA BE MAD! 





\ | WHAT'S INSIDE THE 
Rann HAY, BOYS? 
x 


AN? IT 
BETTER NOT BE 
WHAT = THINK 
IT Is. 


UH. , 
GRAN'MA, 





The Gate of Atheia 


PO YOU HAVE THAT WE COULDN'T 
BABY RAT CREATURE LEAVE HIM ALL ALONE, 
HIPPEN UNDER @RAN’MA, HE’ 


HE’S 








Treasure Hunters 


wv THE GHOST CIRCLES 


ANP THE CROW?S ARE 
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The Gate of Athela 


EXCUSE ME, MISS. 
AST MAY I SEE THAT? 
ns 
3 |-- =(\% 
- & 
™~ 






wo) 





FROM THE LITTLE GIRL 
ONER BY THE SHRINES. 






4 THAT IS TANEAL. 
SHE IS MY SISTER. 
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fds 
y, Ny 


Treasure Hunters 





t 


ANCIENT KINGPOMS 
E LOADED 





The Gate of Atheia 










BUT THEY PON’T SHUT UP, 
HAVE A KING ~~ YOU LUNKHEAD! 
OR A QUEEN, 


sas 


fe 
LF faa 
ew 





OKAY, GUYS, THIS 
IS IT! FAT crty, 
HERE WE COME? 





THE VENI-YAN 
WARRIORS HERE 
ARE VERY 








Treasure Hunters 


HMM. x 0ONT YE? SH! SNIP pee yews 
SEEM TO SEE NN I THINK TH’ STREETS 


ANY GOL? ARE PA’ 
PAVEMENT. eed MATH 





DEAR, MAY I SEE THE 
STONE THAT TANEAL GAVE 
TO YOU? 


#\X 


PHONCIBLE 
P. BONE! 


A SECRET PRAYER STONE? 
STRANGE WHAT DOES: 
THAT MEAN? 





The Gate of Atheia 





IE BONE, PO YOU THINK 
OKAY IN THE STABL 
(© ONE WILL FIN? HIM, 
LL THEY? 





Treasure Hunters 


FOO? IS WHAT 
YOU NEE? AFTER A 
LONG TOURNEY. 





NOW BAT IT ALL © = 
RY DROP... 


EVE 
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Chapter Two: The Cold Spot 


DANGER 
BESETS US 


FATE HAS 


THAT THIS IS 
YOUR 


TE HAS DECREED 
THESE ARE THE 





Treasure Hunters. 


YOU LAUGH AT NOBOPY ROLLS THE DICE 
FATE, YOU MISERABLE FOR ME, PAL. THE ONLY DANGER 
UTTLE CREATURE? WITHIN US IS THIS SLOP 
YOU/RE DISHIN’ OUT! 






ih 
sae IN 
a a 





TRA APPARENTLY THE WISE THIS SLOP, YOU IMP, 
DON’T KNOW ABOUT IS A TRADITIONAL 
REFRIGERATION. PAWANIAN PISH - ~ 
x YOU TRYIN’ TO 
= 


Cs 


IT TAKES FOURTEEN PAYS. 


GIVE US 
Foopo ECISONING. JUST TO CURPLE? 


PHONCIBLE, THIS MAN iS 
MY TEACHER! HE IS RESPECTED 
BY THE WISE AS A GREAT 
DREAMING MASTER! 





WE HAVE SEEN A GREAT DISASTER «2+ HAVE COME TO 
IN THE NORTH. ASH FALLS FROM SEEK YOUR COUNCIL ANP 
THE SKY, ANP THE VALLEY IS TO LEARN THE STATE OF 
FILLING WITH GHOSTLY POCKETS AFFAIRS WITHIN THE WALLS 
OF GRUELTY ANP SORROW... OF OUR GREAT CITY. 


THE GHOST CIRCLES THAT 
SURROUND US 
FORETELL THE COMING OF 
THE LOcusT. 





The Cold Spot 


ISN’T THERE YOU WERE NEVER THE TL TAKE THAT WHEN MY NATIVE 
ANYTHING IN MOST ATTENTIVE PUPIL, AS A NO. PAWA DECLARED 
YOUR MASESTY. YOUR KITCHEN ITSELF FOR THE 
you URer CREE ere LOOKS Neu ec Tee Locusr, 
STABLES TO Y ow * 
Pesan MY CUISINE AND 


FELL OUT 
PARTICULAR FONDNESS HAPPENED? OF CAVOR. 
FOR COWS, AS I 
RECALL. 






THE INNER COUNCIL THAT THE ORDER OF THE 
WATCHED OVER THE CITY OREAMING EYE. 


THEY ACCEPT AS TRUTH ONLY 
THE TEACHINGS OF VEN, 
THE HUMAN QUEEN. 


THEY HAVE OUTLAWED? 
ALL DRAGON LORE. J] 


WHAT? HOW CAN THEY 
SEPARATE VEN FROM THE YOUR HIGHNESS. SUCH 
DRAGONS? WORDS WILL GET YOU 
VEN WAS TAUGHT By ARRESTED OR WORSE! 
THE VECU 
BELIEVE THE 
DRAGONS ARE ANIMALS, 
ANP ARE IMPURE, 





Treasure Hunters 







NO, MASTER, IT IS YOU | 
WHO MUST FORGIVE US. BRING OUT 
I SWEAR TO YOU THAT 
I WILL NOT LEAVE YOU 
ALONE AGAIN, 


YES. .. THIS IS ONE OF OURS. 
ITiS A SECRET TAUSMAN 
FOR THOSE OF US WHO 
RESIST THE VEDU. 






) 
ees ang ff 
TH 

FV NSS 4 





WERE ALWAYS FOR HER 
PEOPLE FIRST- - 


Jee 
FON ot! 


aa 


The Cold Spot 
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Treasure Hunters 


g | 
2 

3 4 
i 
_> 
iy 


WALKING! 


ERNH! SHE’S COLD 
ANP HARP AS 
STONE! 


Ria 


ee 


STOP HER! 
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SIE 


COME AROUN? 
TO THS SIDE 
AN? PUSH! 
WE’RE ALMOST 
TO THE 
SHAPOW! 


The Cold Spot 
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I MUST SEEK THE 
CROWN OF HORNS. 


are THE 
CROWN OF HORNS. 





Treasure Hunters 


THIS IS YOUR LAST CHANCE GIRL . 
| THE GHOST CIRCLES ARE TIPPING THE BALANCE J. 
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The Cold Spot 


I/NE NEVER WITNESSEP ANYTHING 
LIKE IT. THE LOCUST JUST ATTEMPTED 
STEAL YOUR GRANDDAUGHTER - ~ RIGHT IN 
FRONT OF US! 


THE HEART OF THE SACRED CITY! 


ISN’T THIS WHAT 
WE WERE WORRIED 
BOUT? 





Treasure Hunters 


SOON A: 
THE INNER COUNCI 
ASSEMBLED. 
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The Cold Spot 





Treasure Hunters 


PO YOU 
HEAR ME MASTER 


WE ARE GROWING STRONGER ... 


THE GHOST CIRCLES ARE CAUSING 
TERROR THROUGHOUT THE LAND... 


YES LORD YOUR PLANS: 


ARE BEARING FRUIT: 
SOON YOU WILL BE STRONG ENOUGH 


TO FREE YOURSELF WITHOUT 
THE HELP OF THE LIVING PRINCESS 


vey UY 
ih OM 





The Cold Spot 


THE 
SHE IS NOT WITH YOU... 
VENI-YAN-CARI ++ POES SHE STILL OPPOSE US? 


MORE THAN YOU KNOW. MY MASTER, 
FOR I HAVE SEEN WITHIN HER HEART 
THE NAME OF THE OBJECT YOU FEAR MOST... 


++. THE CROWN OF HORNS, 


SHE HAS PEERED WITHIN A GHOST CIRCLE 
AND THE NAME WAS DELIVERED TO HER BY 
HER PEAD MOTHER... 


s YOU WiLL PREVENT 
HOWEVER SHE GOES NOT GRASP HER FROM LEARNING 
ITS MEANING NOR POES SHE KNOW ITS THE SECRET: 


SECRET LOCATION... . 





OF COURSE... MY RAT CREATURES ARE NEARING TANEN GARD 
WHERE THEY WILL FOIN FORCES WITH THE ARMY OF PAWA. 
TOGETHER OUR ARMIES WiLL LAUNCH A DEVASTATING 
ATTACK ON THE OL? KINGPOM. 


WE WiLL CRUSH THE CITY KILL THE PRINCESS 


AN? CREATE SUCH TERROR AS 
GO FORTH, 


TO FREE YOU OF THE STONE FOREVER BELOVED... 


THIS PLAN PLEASES US. 





The Cold Spot 


THE PAWAN 
GES HAVE 


1 RO ¥ YE 
i Vine Wee 
ADO 
LY. Ty 
: ay 





Treasure Hunters 


OUR TWO ARMIES 
HAVE ENDURED MUCH 
HARDSHIP 
SO THAT WE MIGHT 
COME TOGETHER HERE IN THE 








The Cold Spot 


TL REGRET T HAVE NO 
LUXURIES TO OFFER YOU.... 
«NO CLISHIONS TO SIT UPON... 
IT IS MY BEEF... THAT 
AATERIAL NEEOS ARE A SIGN 





OUR ARMY HERE TO 
TANEN GARD, WE 
NOTICED A NEW 


PLAGUE COVERS 
BUT SOMETHING IS THE LAND ~~ 
EVIL RINGS OF DEATH 
THAT OUR 
HOLY MEN CALL 
GHOST CIRCLES. 


TROUBLING US... 


AN? IMPORTANT BY JOINING OUR ARMIES 
ALHES OF BETWEEN THEM, 
THE ATHEIANS, WE HAVE GUT OFF ANY ASSISTANCE 
THE CITY MAY HAVE HOPED FOR 
FROM THAT QUARTER, 
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Treasure Hunters 





3 
gs 
3§ 
Fa 
< 
By 
: 
<3 
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The Cold Spot 


‘ S. . \. 


WE 
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Treasure Hunters 


ae | 


A ® 
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The Cold Spot 





Ys 
oe 
Pet aK 2“) 
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Treasure Hunters 





GH, 


bee 
3r> 
bead 
S59 

ee 


3 


BS 
THE 
Al 





PSN 
iY f t )) 
bs SN, y 
3 
j 











The Cold Spot 


ii 3 SEE... AND YOU THINK RIGE, 
YOU WOUL? MAKE BETTER GENERM., 


RICH, ARROGANT OVERLORDS. 5AM GONG TO GINE YOU 
a ee 
.e Sy Lf, “Ly 
SF a ‘ 
m g Re ar Ae 
\ 








y a 4 ces Wows \ J 
AY 7/2 | w ¢ ~“ 
\ | \- : 4 
‘ Pi, } : A 
V/ a9 \. 3 ; 
A a” i 4 Ss. * = . 
MASTER, THE SOLDIERS ) / WHAT SHOULD 
OF PAWA ARE THE BRAVEST WE DO IF THE 
IN THE WORLD... BUT EVEN | | GREAT RED DRAGON 
WE CAN'T FIGHT DRAGONS, APPEARS? 
. QA, \ 4 
~~ pw es 
De or a ly 
; 
45 0 
3 re “a é i 
2 : 








Treasure Hunters 








y i } 
U ] Hy ¢ is 





soe Spusi 
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Chapter Three: Pals 





Treasure Hunters 


\f HMM? HE’S PROBABLY 
CHECKING ON BARTLEBY. 











Pals 


a 
: 
Py 





1037 


Treasure Hunters 


WATCH IT! YOU'RE 


IL BROUGHT 
OF 


SOME 
OUR DINNER FROM 
LAST NIGHT. 


YOU KNOW, BARTLEBY, 
T NEVER HAD A PAL 


IT’S STINKY 
AN’ GROSS - - 
SUST THE WAY 

YOU FIKE IT! 





i 


tL 





Vx was TAKIN’ A NAP 
BY ‘THE ROAD WHEN 
TWO LITTLE 
FELLOWS WITH 
HUGE NOSES 
STOLE ore F/O 
WITH IT! 





Treasure Hunters 






































GO AWAY, FARMER. 
WE HAVE MORE SERIOUS 
MATTERS AT HAND 
THAN WORRYING ABOUT 
YOUR HAY. 




















1040 


A HAYCART WAS ALLOWED TO 
PASS THE GATES LAST 
ENENING, SIR, BUT AN 
OLD? WOMAN AND HER GRAND- 
DAUGHTER WERE 
DRIVING. 


NOW, OR 
DLL PUT YOUR 
LEGS IN IRON 




















Dais 


WHERE ARE YOU L WANT NOBODY ASKEP 
YOU TO COME ALONG. 


BUT IF YOU’RE 
GONNA INSIST, JUST TRY 
(o] 


4 
1G 
nC % 








Chapter Four: To Be or not to Bee 


any 


Oh 


oe 2 [Sable 





Treasure Hunters 


SHE’S BUYING THE 
BLANKET. SHE HASN’T PAIP 


FOR iT YET. 
oe LET’S JUST WATCH! 1 [| 





To Be or not io Bee 








Treasure Hunters 


Ly 
eS 


coat : 17 Lf Wy) i 
AAS IE | 
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To Be or not to Bee 





Treasure Hunters 


X THIS EGG IS MY BREAKFAST! 
THEY ONLY PAY WITH EGOS 
OUT IN THE STICKS! 





To Be or not to Bee 


BUT EVER SINCE THE GHOST) 
THE BEES WEREN’T CLES POISONED THE WATER 
SO BAD AT FIRST, WHEN gr THEY VE BEEN NOTHING 
BUT TROUBLE! 


YES, YES! THAT BEE COMES HERE 
put tHey'ee snincy? | VJ EVERY DAY A\ TEMPE 
NP LOSES HIS R. 
THEY ONLY HANG IT OUT IN] | WELL GIVE YOU MORE GOLD COINS 
IF YOU COME BACK TOMORROW! 


TO THE BEES 
AT HIGH PRICES’ 





WHAT THEYRE 
DOING TO THOSE 
BEES IS TERRIBLE 


GONNA LET YOU 
TEOPARPIZE 
THORN’S SAFETY. 


C’/MON, WELLE GO ‘| 
UP ANP GET OUR 


Treasure Hunters 


A SIMPLE DISTRIBUTION 
PROBLEM! ILL 
GINE THE BEE A PIECE 
OF MY FEE, SO HE 
CAN PAY THE MERCHANTS! 
ENERYBODY’S HAPPY, AND 
I STILL MAKE A KILLIN’? 


TO PO WITH HER, 


TLL HANDLE THE PEAL 


SO EVERYBODY'S 
HAPPY. 
I PROMISE 
NOTHIN’ GO 
WRONG, 


BEARINGS. 
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ON TOP OF 
THAT, 
MY SCALP is 
BIG TINGLIN’, 
FONE BONE 


HAPPENS WHEN 2’ 
ABOUT TO 
SCORE BIG! 


WHOA, 
WHOA, WAIT. 


Is 
THIS THE WAY 


ANYWAY, NOBODY’S 
GOING TO FIN? OUT THAT 
THORN IS A PRINCESS 
IN ASGUISE - - 





To Be or not to Bee 


THIS IS SERIOUS. 
YOU HEARP THE OLO 
TEACHER LAST NIGHT! 
THERE’S BEEN SOME 


YEAH, YEAH, AN’? THE YEP. WE’RE HANGIN’ 
RAT CREATURES ARE 
COMIN’, BUT WE'RE 


GONNA BE LONG GONE 
KIN? OF A TAKE OVER. 

IF ANYONE FINVS OUT 

WHO SHE IS, IT’LL BE 





Treasure Hunters 


Z THINK YOU'RE RIGHT. 
WHAT 2O YOU vt 
THINK = IT MIGHT BE VERE STHe ROY AL 


THIS USED ALL THAT’S 
LEFT OF THE 
PALACE, 


SOMETHING A LOT 
MORE OPULENT. 


AISAPPOINTEP, 


BOY. THE RAT CREATURES REALLY 
OID A NUMBER ON THIS PLACE. 


IT’S THE GUARDS! 
QUICK, WE HAVE 
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To Be or not fo Bee 


HOW IS SHE? HAVE you I MANAGED TO ROUN? UP SOME WATER 


RATIONS, AN? BROUGHT MERMIE WITH ME. 
KEPT HER AWAKE? SHE” 


‘S AN EXPERT IN HERBAL TEAS, 


















itis Pee ae THAT WE 
REENCESS. 


ie 


GOOP MORNING, 
YOUR HIGHNESS, WOULD 
YOU LIKE SOME TEA? 





Treasure Huniers 


GRAN’MA, IVE 

BEEN DRINKING 

TEA ALL NIGHT. 
iF E HAVE A 


I’M GOING TO 
THROW UP. 





To Be or not to Bee 


THERE WAS A SHORT 

BA » THE DRAGON: 
GANE FAIR WARNING 
BEFO! 


RE ATTACKING 





Treasure Hunters 


WOUL? YOU LIKE 
SOME TEA, NOW? 





To Be or not to Bee 








/ NO. BUT 
EM TELLING YOU 
= SAW THEM 

COME UP HERE 








Treasure Hunters 


TROUBLEMAKERS 





1058 


To Be or not to Bee 
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Treasure Hunters 





Chapter Five: Moonwort 


YOU LISTEN TO ME, 


COME ON ' EP, a 
WE ail PHONCIBLE P. BONE 


TTA TELL 
SMILEY ABOUT 
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Treasure Hunters 


OKAY, FORGET | 


BECAUSE OF US, wHAT aBour THE | | FoRGET THE BEE 
SRANTMA BEN AND pCIANTIBEEE Z TOW YOu THE BEE - 
GRAN WE'RE GONNA NEEO | |? THAT PLAN IS pesca ie 


THORN ARE IN THE SMILEY’S HELP GONNA 
CITY. WE HAVE TO PROTECT THE BACKFIRE’ OuT WHERE THE 
TO WARN THEM! , PEDPLERS GOT 
Panis, ALL THIS GOLD 
i TO PAY US 
FROM! 


WE'RE CAUGHT, OKAY. 
PHONEY! SOLDIERS DON’T POP A 


INSIDE THE WALLS 
AND RAT CREATURES PLOO? NESSEL: 


AND BE CAREFUL? 
WE'LL RENDEZVOUS THERE’S STILL ALOT 
AT GRAN‘MA BEN’S ROOM OF GUARPS LURKING 
BEFORE THE 
UNPERGROUNP 
MEETING: 
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Moonwort 











Treasure Hunters 





THORN? ARE 
YOU AWAKE 
IN THERE? 





Moonwort 







on 
XIX 


WK 








ra 









OA 
BAY, AY 
DIV Bet 


THAT WAS HER GRUEEN LUNARIA! 
NICKNAME, DEAR. DON’T YOU 
HER REAL NAME WAS / KNOW NOTHIN’ 4 
LUNARIA. BOU 








Treasure Hunters 









SHE BELIEVED IN 
BUILPIN’ THINGS LIKE 
FIBRARIES AN’ PARKS. 


YOUR MOTHER WAS KIND 
AN’ BEAUTIFUL, 
SHE LOVED EVER’ONE 


AN’ EVER’THING, 





WOON 
WD 


is 


/ AN 


HVININTY | 





TEP, HOW LONG WILL 
IT TAKE FOR LUCIUS AND 
THE OTHERS TO REACH 

ATHBIA? 


Moonwort 


LT FIGGER 
Lucius AN’ 
HIS WARRIORS 


LET’S NOT CELEBRATE ) 
JUST YET.... ff 
HOW LONG, TEP? 


BRIAR MAPE IT 
THROUGH THE 
GHOST CIRCLES 
QUICKER 
THAN I THOUGHT. 


TO TAKE A MESSAGE 
TO LUCIUS RIGHT 


+. WHEN HE’S REAPY, 
HAVE HIM LIGHT A TORCH 
UP ON SINNER’S ROCK, 
WHEN WE SEE THAT SIGNAL, 
WE'LL CHARGE OUT 
THE GATE - - TRAPPING THE 
ENEMY BETWEEN US/ 


I SEEN YER SISTER 
OUT WITH TH’ 
RAT CREATURES 
OVER TO 
TANEN GARP. 
SHE JOININ’ FORCES 
WITH TH’ PAWANS. 


WHOLE 
NASTY ARMY 
BE HERE EARLY 

AS TOMORROW. 


" 
TELL HIM WE’LL HOLD OFF ‘LY | 
BRIAR’S ARMY AS LONG AS 
WE CAN - - 


ON THE SECOND NIGHT 
FROM TONIGHT, HAVE 
LUCIUS POSITION HIS MEN BEHIND 
THE RAT CREATURES - ~ 
OPPOSITE THE WEST GATE... 


BUT WE’RE HAVING 
A MEETING OF THE 
UNPERGROUN? 





Treasure Hunters 


|S By THE WEST GATE, TED, 
THAT'S IMPORTANT. 
WE’LL KEEP BRIAR’S MAIN FORCE 
THERE IF WE CAN, 


oO 
si 
xD 












OVP 
ba 













IT ONLY DEALS WITH 
THE PROBLEMS WE HAVE 
OUTSIDE THE 
WALLS. .. q 





Moonwort 
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Treasure Hunters 


FIRST, WE CUT A 





i 
: 
5 


ANP YOU HAVE A BLANK 
y 


THERE. NOW HOLD YOUR 
BREAD LIKE THIS ... 
FORTUNATELY, NOT EVEN 
yOu CAN PAMPEN MY 
SPIRITS TOPAY... 


Moonwort 


IT WAS A BIG BEE, 
BUT GUESS WHAT? 
THEY’LL PAY US 
TWENTY GOL? COINS 
EVERY MORNING IF 
WE’LL COME BACK 
AN? KEEP THE 
BEE AWAY! 


we 


NO KIPOIN’, SO. . . GOOD. NATGH? BUT ARE THEY 
DO YOU THINK YOU REALLY GONNA MAKE 
nee con he our IS noe crac 
I CAN RIG UP A swusT IN’ 
MY FACE ON'EM? STRIKE OPERATION, OFF A BEE? 
NO SWEAT. WITH 
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Treasure Hunters 













WHOA, WHOA AM, sue’s renrep. 








| OF course’ y 
Leone IS GUEER BOPSNT THE AND THORNS SUST A 
| Ge bane TREASURE BELONG PRINCESS. 





1? 
LO MER! BESIDES, I’M ONLY 


GONNA BE KING FOR 
A COUPLE OF DAYS. 


RIGHT! THEN WE’RE SPLITTIN’ 
FOR BONEVILLE, BECAUSE 


WE DON’T WANT TO BE / 
HERE WHEN THE 0 BOY. 
RAT CREATURES SHOW UP. ? * THIS IS IT? 
WE'RE FINALLY GOIN’ 
HOME TO BONE - - 


xe 
SPEAKING OF 
WHICH, I BETTER GET 
OVER TO GRAN’MA’S 
ROOM FOR THE 


UNPERGROUND MEETING. 
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Moonwort 


THE PAWANS AND THE 
RAT CREATURES ARE WORKING 
TOGETHER. . . 


+2. THIS IS NOTA 
TRADE EMBARGO, 
GUILD MASTER. 
THIS IS AN 
ACT OF WAR, 


\F I MAY SPEAK ON 
BEHALF OF THE 
MERCHANT HOUSES... 


++ -THERE ARE MANY IN THE GUILD 
WHO BELIEVE THE PAWAN ARMY 
WOULD? END ITS BLOCKADE OF OUR 
TRADE ROUTES |F YOU RELAXED 
YOUR BAN ON DRAGON LORE - - 


ONLY IN THE PROVINCES! 
MANY OF THE MERCHANTS FEEL WE COULD 
WIN THE COMMON PEOPLE 
AND ROB THE PAWAN ARMY OF LOCAL SUPPORT. 
THE BLOCKADE WOULD CRUMBLE. 
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Treasure Hunters 


NORMALLY, WE WOULON’T PREAM OF 
AStiNe: Suck on THING, YOUR choke ce BZ WHAT THE PRAGONS 


THE 
KNOWS pes Sour GREAT She arice oe HAVE DONE TO ME, 


THEY ARE NOT 
OF THE LIGHT... 


HIKE YOU... 





Moonwort 


YOUR GREATNI , 
IST AS YOU PREM 


AND HER GRANOPAUGHTER 
ENTERED THE WEST 
GATE LAST NIGHT, 


BUT THEIR WHEREABOU' 
ARE UNI 





Treasure Hunters 


FIND THOSE BONE ONCE THEY LEAD you 
CREATURES... ye TO THE PRINCESS, ARRE 
: ANP BRING HER TO Mi 
A i vp 
) o /, 
, ol y 


3 


~ 
ye / 


iTls 
AGAINST THE 
LAW TO 
WORSHIP 
PRAGONS 


AND 
SHE SHALL BE 
BURNED AT THE 
STAKE UNTIL 
DEAD. 





Moonwort 





THAT IS, UNLESS THE GUILD HAS 
AN OBJECTION TO CARRYING OUT 
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Treasure Hunters 


SDP WE CAN'T LEAVE YET... T PO YOU MEAN 
fy FONE BONE’S NOT HERE. ==> 
: SHOULD HAVE 
| 5 BEEN HERE A LONG 
‘ 
| el 








1078 


Moonwort 


OW. THE UVES OF 


TONIGHT. ILL SEND 
MERMIE OUT TO LOOK 
FOR FONE BONE. 








Treasure Huniers 


YOUR HIGHNESS, 
N MERMIE, 
EVERYONE |S WAITING. FONE BONE |S 
MISSING - - 
LOST OR WORSE. 
SEE IF YOU CAN FIN? 


I PON’T WANT A YES, A GHOST CIRCLE 


REPEAT OF WAS FORMING HERE 
LAST NIGHT. IN THE MIDPLE OF 
DID YOU FIGURE MY KITCHEN, 


YOUR SISTER BRIAR 
WAS ATTEMPTING 





I THINK WE SAW IT’S POSSIBLE. .. I’M VERY 
THAT LINE OF WE SENT THE WHOLE IMPRESSEP, 
GHOST CIRCLES [ FRONT LINE BOUNCING OLD FRIEND. I 

BACK TOWARD yOu. FEEL SAFER 


YOU TURNED 
BACK. IS THAT 
POSSIBLE? 


ALREADY. 


FOR TONIGHT’S 
MEETING, WE’VE 
SURROUNDED THE 
ENTIRE KITCHEN 
WITH PRAYER 
STONES. 





WE CAN TOO, 
TO AN EXTENT. 
WHEN THE 
GHOST CIRCLES 
FIRST APPEARED 
FROM THE NORTH, 
WE USED 
PRAYER STONES 
TO TURN THEM 


YOU MUST HAVE USED 
ALOT OF PRAYER STONES. 


DON’T THANK ME YET. 
WAIT UNTIL YOU FIND 
OUT WHOSE 
LORE WAS 
ACTUALLY 
RESPONSIBLE. 


Moonwort 


= 
7 BuT THAD TO 


PROTECT MY 
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Treasure Hunters 










~ 
WE HAVE SEEN HIS 
SOLDIERS BRINGING 
ANIMALS AND FODDER | 
INSIDE THE MAIN 
WALLS. AND HE HAS 
BEGUN RATIONING 















D’tL COME RIGHT TO 
THE POINT. MY SISTER BRIAR IS 
STILL ALIVE AND IS LEADING AN 
INVASION FORCE THAT COULD BE 
HERE AS EARLY AS 
TOMORROW MORNING. 


I KNOW TARSIL 
HAS TAKEN CONTROL 
OF OUR ARMY. e 
BUT HOW SMART IS HE 
CAN HE DEFEND THE CITY 
AGAINST AN 


INTERESTING. . . IN DIRECT 
WHEN I FIRST VIOLATION OF 
ARRIVED, I NOTICED THE TREATY WE 
THAT MOST OF THE SIGNED WITH THE 
FORTIFICATIONS RAT CREATURES, 
HAD BEEN 
REBUILT- - 


WELL, AT LEAST 
SOME OF THE TRAINING 
I GAVE HIM WASN’T 





POORLY TRAINE? 


WHAT ABOUT THE 
SOLVIERS 
THEMSELVES? 


ANP BAPLY PISCIPLINE?. 
A SMALL GROUP OF 
FANATICS KNOWN 
AS THE VEPU 
ENFORCE TARSI’S 





I BELIEVE THEY 
ARE ALL LOYAL. 
IF WE TOLD THEM 
THAT YOU 
HAO RETURNED, 
THEY WOULD TURN 
ON THE USURPER 
AND KILL HIM, 


Moonwort 


HAS ANYONE BOTHERED? 
TO TALK WITH THIS TARSIL? 
WE HAVE A SOON ENEMY, 


++. BUT TARSIL KNOWS THIS, 
HE’S HIDPEN THE TREASURE 
WHERE NO ONE 
CAN FIND IT. 


THEN WE’? BETTER PLAY THE 
LOYALTY CARD. HEADMASTER, 
SPREAD THE WORD THROUGH 
THE RANKS THIS VERY 
NIGHT THE QUEEN HAS 
RETURNED - - 





Treasure Hunters 





{ 
APA ZY eee, mo ae 


IT xe 
TARSIL KNOWS HIS GUARPS SAW US, 
BOU AN’ 
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Moonwort 





i 
: 
9 
8 
3 
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Chapter Six: The Crown of Horns 


HURRY, 
FONE BONE, PRY 
THAT SHUTTER < 


WHERE'S ’ 
PHONEY BONE? ] = / tHE SOLDIERS 
DION’ T -_\ ARE COMING - - 
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Treasure Hunters 


BUT I THINK WERE I--( HOPE THE OTHER 
STUCK HERE FOR AY MEMBERS OF THE 
PHONEY GOT AWAY. sigan ore 


FONE BONE, YOU SORRY. E THOUGHT 
SHOULDNT HAVE GETTING CAUGHT AND 
BEEN SO ROUGH THROWN IN A PUNGEON UVING DREAM- 
PULLING THE ¥. | WOULD’VE BEEN } MASTER. 
HEADMASTER : WORSE. ‘| | SHOW SOME 
THROUGH THE Tt RESPECT! 
WINDOW? - - z = 
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The Crown of Horns 


SO THIS IS FONE BONE... THE LITTLE , =a 
CREATURE WHO HAS COME INTO OUR VALLEY AR BONO ebay Bonen 
AND AWAKENED THE SLEEPING PRINCESS, 


WHETHER YOU HAVE 
SAVED US... 


MASTER. . . IT’S UNFAIR 
TO BLAME FONE BONE, 
THORN WAS BOUNP TO 
LEARN THE TRUTH. IT WAS 
UNAVOIPABLE, 





BY THE TIME FONE BONE THE PRAGON WAS 
WANDERED ONTO OUR FARM, RIGHT. AS MUCH 
THE GREAT RED DRAGON HAD TREATY, BUT I WAS AS I WISHES TO 
BEEN TRYING FOR YEARS TOO STUBBORN PROTECT HER, IT IS 
TO CONVINCE ME THORN’S DESTINY 
TO TELL HER. TO REBUILD THE 
KINGZOM. 








Treasure Hunters 


BUT SHE HAS REACHED 
1, SORELY TESTED, THE TURNING WITHOUT 
T/M AFRAID, AS ARE ALL ANY TRAINING, AND 
WHO ARE CHOSEN. AM CONCERNED THAT 
SHE WILL FAIL. 


DON’T YOU SEE HOW 
PANGEROUS THIS 1S, 
YOUR MASESTY? 


BLACK SOUL AN? KEEPING IT 
WITHIN HER BOSOM! 


THE VEIL THAT SEPARATES - “THE PRAGONS: 
RCN rises J THIS WORLP FROM THE NEXT HAVE GONE 
HAS BEEN PIERGED, AN? UNPERGROUNP 
GHOST CIRCLES HAVE BEGUN LEFT 
TO POOL ANP FORM... 


OuT OF BALANCE... 


THESE ARE 
THE END TIMES, 
AN? SHE |S THE 
VENI-YAN-CARI. 








The Crown of Horns 


IF SHE FAILS ~ - 


IT WILt BE 
CATASTROPHIC. 


THAT’S WHAT VENI-YAN-GARI 
MEANS, THE AWAKENED ONE. 
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Treasure Huniers 


AND you WHAT ARE WHO POES HE T HAVE A GREAT 
THINK HE IS? DEAL MORE 
WE DIDN'T EXPERIENCE IN 
NEEP HIS 
HELP BEFORE, 
AN’ WE DON’T 
NEED IT 
Now, 


THAT’S HAR? TO 
BELIENE - - 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN 
INSIDE A GHOST CIRCLE 
AND TALKED 
TO PEAD PEOPLE? 
WE HAVE. 


WHAT ARE YOU TWO IMPOSSIBLE! 


SORRY, 
THAT WAS RASH, TALKING ABOUT? NO ONE BUT THE 
BUT THIS Guy WHEN PIP THIS DRAGONS CAN 
HAPPEN? 


DOESN’T KNOW TALK FO 
TACK. 








The Crown of Horns 


WELL, I PO NOT! 


DOES THIS MEAN COURSE 


OF 
YOU BELIEVE ME, EVEN I BELIEVE YOu. 
THOUGH YOU COULON’T A 
HEAR THEIR VOICES 
YOURSELF? 











Vie 
“4 
\ a a 


y . ‘1 > 
= 5 
bef _EPON'T KNOW WHAT DEPTH THE 
: CIRCLE TOOK US TO, BUT MY DEAD 
MOTHER SENT THIS MESSAGE . 
SEEK THE CROWN OF HORN: 





















ONLY DRAGONS 
SPEAK TO THE DEAD. 
NO HUMAN CAN TRAVEL 
TO THAT PEPTH OF THE 
DREAMING AND RETURN. 





Treasure Hunters 


















| 
— 4 = = fi ee A 
eal wef |WHAT'S ae ee 
a WE BROKE 
eONe [i UPA MEETING <~ we fae 
NM Rik 7 OF DRAGON- SOME OF 
ine WORSHIPPERS: - THEM MIGHT’VE : 
e~ EARLIER- = RUN THIS WAY ] - 
L I a TRYING TO f, . 
= ESCAPE. - 

















JUST THIS CRAZY ” 
OLD FARMER WHO IRATE QUEEN HEESEE 
CLAIMS HIS HAYGART WAS AT THE MEETING. 
WAS STOLEN. 
HE WANTS IN 
TO FIND IT. THEY MAY BE 


PLANNING AN 
INSURRECTION, 





BLOODY STARS. L HOPE YOU CATCH 
HALF THE MEN ARE THOSE DRAGON--OVERS DON’T WORRY. 
IN THE TOWERS NOW AND RIP THEIR GUTS OUT. THEY WON'T 
K, WATCHING FOR GET AWAY. 
AN ATTACK FROM 











The Crown of Horns 





Treasure Hunters 


PERFECT! ONE 
MORE TO GO! 


i / WE MADE A STAMP BARTLEBY IS SO STRONG, 
WITH YOUR FACE HE CAN STRIKE IT IN THE 
ON IT, PHONEY... GOLD WITH ONE HIT? 





The Crown of Horns 


I LOVE! LISTEN - - 
I KNOW WHERE ‘THE eet My HAT! YOU STAY HERE, 
TREASURE IS BARTLEBY! 


HOT DOG! LEMME No, No, No---- J 


BUT WE HAVE TO | P \e cf AND KEEP QUIET? 


HURRY BEFORE 
THE STREETS GET 


BABY RAT CREATURE, 
WE'RE DEAD MEATS 





GEE, PHONEY, 2M NOT GOING 
lf IT’S THAT BACK TO BONEVILLE 
EMPTY HANPEPS 
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Treasure Huniers 


IMPOSSIBLE! 


YOU MAKE LIGHT, YOUNG 
MAN, BUT EVEN AMONG 
THE HOLY, ALMOST 
NOTHING IS KNOWN 
ABOUT THIS SACRED 


ACTUALLY, THE FARMERS I SPOKE 
WITH WERE NOT DEA. THEY WERE 
BETWEEN LIFE AND DEATH... 


WHICH IS WHAT 
MAKES THEIR 
SITUATION SO 
UNBEARABLE, 
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NO ONE, NOT EVEN 
THE ROYAL FAMILY KNOWS 
ABOUT THE CROWN OF 
HORNS. 


YOUR HGHNESS, IF IT 
PLEASES YOU, T WOULD 
bLIKE TO HEAR YOUR 
STORY ABOUT TALKING 
TO THE DEAD. 


BUT I’M CONVINCED THE 
GHOST CIRCLES AREN’T FULLY 
FORMED AND WE STILL HAVE TIME 
TO RESCUE THESE POOR PEOPLE. 


MY MOTHER MUST 





The Crown of Horns 


BUT... 1 WILL TELL you 


I HOPE 3 CAN HELP YOU WHAT LITTLE I PO KNOW -- 


PRINCESS, ALMOST NOTHING IS 
KNOWN ABOUT THIS OBJECT. 
NO ONE HAS EVER SEEN IT. 


THE CROWN OF HORNS: 
SITS DIRECTLY UPON THE VEIL, 
HALF IN OUR WORLD, AND HALF 


IN THE DREAMING WORLP. | 


IT IS THE TIPPING POINT ~- - THE 
POINT OF BALANCE, 


SOME SAY IT IS THE 
NERY HEART OF OUR 


HMM. THE GHOST CIRCLES MIGHT ALL WE HAVE TO DO IS 
VANISH IF WE COULD? RESTORE FIND THE CROWN OF HORNS AN? 
BALANCE. TIP IT BACK INTO PLACE, 





NO, NO, NO, NO. THIS IS EXACTLY THE 
DON’T YOU SEE? LACK OF TRAINING 
I WAS TALKING ABOUT! 
BO YOU KNOW WHAT 
WOULD HAPPEN IF SHE 
EVEN TOUCHED THIS 
SACRED OBSECT? 








Treasure Hunters 


SHE’S A VENI-YAN-CARI THE SLIGHTEST CONTACT 

WHO CARRIES A PIECE OF WITH THE CROWN OF HORNS 
THE LOCUST’S SPIRIT WOULD CAUSE A TREMENPOUS 
WITHIN HER BREAST. 

TWO OPPOSING 
FORCES OF ENERGY 


ALL OF EXISTENCE 
WOULP FLICKER LIKE A 
CANPLE ~ - PERHAPS EVEN 
GO OuT! 








MASTER, YOU SPREAD THE WORD 
AMONG THE LOYAL TO GATHER 
AT THE FRONT GATE. HAVE THEM 
BRIN@ ANY WEAPON THEY CAN. 


HMM, NOT 
QUITE SO 


MUCH 
WISPOM AS 
you 
THOUGHT. 


THORN, YOU AN? I ARE GOING TO 
PAY AN EARLY MORNING VISIT TO 
OUR TYRANT FRIEN?, TARSIL. 


MAKE SURE YOUR 
COUSIN PHONEY BONE 
STAYS OUT OF 
TROUBLE. 
WHY PO F 
ALWAYS GET 
THE HARDEST 
JOB? 





The Crown of Horns 










oN 
itt 
Hit 
Hill 

i Ay i Mit 





























































OKAY, OKAY~ - C’MERE! 


AT THE MEETING LAST NIGHT 
THEY WERE TALKING ABOUT TARSIL 
RATIONING THE WATER SUPPLY! 


IF THE CITY HAS A 
WELL, YOU DON’T 
NEEP TO RATION 


THE WATER! NOT THAT ONLY SURFACE 
WHEN THERE ISN’T A WATER WAS RUINED - - 
DROUGHT? 


ANP THEN THEY 
TALKED ABOUT TARSIL 
HIDING THE CITY’S 
TREASURE WHERE 
NO ONE CAN 
FIND iT! 
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Treasure Hunters 


UM... PHONEY? 
HOW COME THE 
MARKET SQUARE IS 


WAIT A MINUTE. 
YOU'RE RIGHT. THIS 
TIME YESTERDAY, THE 
PLACE WAS PAGKEP. 


MAYBE IT’S. 
A HOLIDAY? 


WHAT ARE YOU 
TALKIN’ ABOUT ~- - 


NO, OH, GREAT. 
SOMETHING’S IT’S THE GUY 
WRONG. 
OFE ‘THE BEE. 
C/MON, LET’S 
DITCH HIM. 











WORP ON THE 
STREET SAYS 
THE PAWANS ARE 
COMING. THEY 
MIGHT ATTACK 
TOPAY! 


YES! MAYBE EVEN 
THS MORNING? 
I WAS SO WORRIEP YOU 
WEREN’T GOING TO 
COME AND PROTECT 





The Crown of Horns 


NOW, I/VE ALREADY 
SET UP MY 

JARS OVER THERE, 

THEY’RE VERY VALUABLE! 
~~ BLACK MARKET 
WATER AT VERY 

AFFORDABLE PRICES. 

FROM THE SOLDIERS’ 
OWN RESERVES - - 


ABOUT BEES 
WHEN INVAPERS 
ARE COMING? 

THERE’S NO 
CUSTOMERS! 


WATER IS WHAT 
ATTRACTS THE 


PO NOT COLLECT ANY 
PROTECTION FEES 
FROM CRAZY 
PEOPLE, 


I GUESS: 
YOU'RE RIGHT- - 


BuT 
WHAT ABOUT 
THE BURIEP 
‘TREASURE? 


THE BONES ARE HERE Y 
NOW, BUT WITHOUT 
ANY BEES 77M 
AFRAID THEY’RE 
GONNA LEAVE! 


STALL THEM? 
IF THEY GET AWAY, 
WE WON’T GET THE 


JUST A GUICK PEEK, 
REWARP MONEY! 


NOW, ANP IF THE 


TREASURE’S IN THERE, 
WE’LE GET IT 
LATER, ALL RIGHT? 


OR THE MONEY 
BACK THAT WE GAVE 
THEM YESTERDAY~ - 

HEY! WHERE’P THEY GO? 


YOU'RE WORRIED X 


IT’S STILL PANGEROUS! 
INE GOT ALL THIS 
WATER, 
AN? THE BEES 
COULD SPOT ALL THIS 
WATER 
ANY TIME NOW! 


COMING! 
THEY WERE BUSY 
BREAKING UP 
A GANG OF 
DRAGON 





‘Treasure Huniers 


RRR! c'mon, pusHy | | SMILEY, OLD PAL, ¢ 
Become \| y 


j WHEN I 
IT’S SEALED UP ; 
NEW COINS WE’RE THE KING, T’LL MAKE 
PRETTY TIGHT! YOUIMY. 
PRIME MINISTER -- 


DON’T MONE, 
‘OUR MAJESTY - - 





The Crown of Horns 












att 
rit EVEN TARSIL CAN'T 
ARREST EVERYONE. 


WHAT'S GOING 
ON? 





THE TOWNSFOLK 
KNOW SOMETHING 
WE DON'T. 








WOR? MAY 
HAVE SPREAD 


OF AN 
APPROACHING 
ARMY. 


WE'RE GOING UP TO 
THE RAMPART ANP LOOK 
OVER THE GATE. 
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Treasure Huniers 


CHECK IT OUT... 
THE VILLAGE IS DESERTED. 
EVEN THE ANIMALS 
ARE QUIET. 
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WE DON’T HAVE 


a 
\1’S PHONEY? 
HE’S IN TROUBLE! 


The Crown of Horns 


ISN’T THAT 
THE MARKET 
SQUARE?! 





























DL SAVE HIM ~ - 
YOU BOTH STAY 
HERE AN? 
DON’T MOVE! 


GRAN’MA, THAT 
TAT RE IS UTE eR WHO DOWN BEHINO me 
HELPED US ~ = PARAPET AN 
BEACON SHRINE: TANEAL - - STAY PUT 
SHE’S SETTING UP UNTIL I GET 
A SHRINE RIGHT BACK! 
iN FRONT OF A = 








Treasure Hunters 


"4 
HEY, KID! I’VE WARNED YOU 

ABOUT THOSE SHRINES Y 
BEFORE q 


TAKE IT DOWN OR 





WAITLL I 
GET MY HANDS 
ON YOU - 





















ALL YOU BRATS DO +». SUST TO GET 
THIS ON PURPOSE - - ME IN TROUBLE. 
Oh aw 
< 8 
Ay . i 
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The Crown of Horns 





Treasure Hunters 
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The Crown of Horns 


THAT WAS TOO 
ROUGH FOR A 
>\\ CHIL?, 


“TARSIL FINS Your- sid 
YOURE DEARIRL! ft 


TPT NS 








Treasure Hunters 
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The Crown of Horns 
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m5 { 
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Cy ty 
Lye 
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i j i 
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Ce X hii 
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s 
ra SW 
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- 
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Ps roe < ( Wuere Are 
ame : You7! /._ 
\ 7H) 
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5 








Ee 





Treasure Hunters 


WHERE’S THE 
BON 


RASH? WELL, THAT 
GUY DION’ T 
KNOW JACK. 





The Crown of Horns 


We of Sip is! et \ cena 
a Nas € WITCH PRINCESS! meer RER IT 





Treasure Hunters 


pe 


eA” aN 
WA a iN ad 





rb z £ < : r 
(oN 
\TWo INSIDE? 





The Crown of Horns 








Book Nine 


Crown of Horns 


Chapter One: The Dungeon & The Parapet 





Crown of Horns 





The Dungeon & The Parapet 


WY, 
\ 


HURRY! 
TAKE 
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Crown of Horns 





. WHERE ARE WE 
GONG? 





The Dungeon & The Parapet 


THERE IS FIGHTING 
\_ IN THE STREETS ~~ 2! PIS ur 


your masesty, you “Il 2 = 
MUST LEAVE THE CITY. ysl) 


if wef? as 


THAT WON’T BE EASY- - BUT 
HAVE NO OTHER CHOICE. 

WILL LEAD THE MONSTERS AWAY, 
WHILE YOU MAKE FOR THE 

_ SECRET PATH ii 


FOLLOW BRIAR! SHE WILL 
DELIVER YOU TO ROSE AND 
THE RED DRAGON ao 


ey YOU ARE SAFE! SHE (S HERE. LET US 
“. WHERE |S MY HURRY TO DEREN GARD. 
Bee GRANPPAUGHTER? ities 
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Crown of Horns 


Quickty’ _- a 
BRING THE CHIL?’ d 7 THERE ARE 
WE ARE ALMOST e g 
THERE’ ‘ “ 
amen be \ Se 





The Dungeon & The Parapet 


m YOU MUST TURN 
BACK 


T WiLL GO <i 
ON WITH THE GIRL 





Crown of Horns 
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The Dungeon & The Parapet 





Crown of Horns 


YOU MUST GO INTO DEREN GARD. 
YOU WILL BE SAFE THERE UNTIL £ 
CAN RETURN. Jam . 
wy ww 





The Dungeon & The Parapet 





Crown of Horns 





The Dungeon & The Parapet 


WE STILL HAVE A LONG 
WAY TO GO. YOU MAY 
CLIMB ON MY BACK. 
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Crown of Horns 


wit 


el 
a 
es 
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The Dungeon & The Parapet 


WHAT 0O YOU SEE »§» w IT IS TOO BRIGHT. 
OVER THERE ... A I CANNOT SEE ANYTHING. 


WAIT... SEE 
ae ; : A WATERFALL 


WHAT ELSE 


po you = Z FORCE ME TO 
SEE? 4 Z LOOK DRAGON? 
; 4 £ TOW you 
IT 1S TOO 
BRIGHT TO 
SEE 


PERHAPS 
YOU_HAVE 
SEEN 


EVERYTHING. 
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Crown of Horns 


PLEASE. 


a 
5, 
¥ 
< 
3 
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The Dungeon & The Parapet 


AH. THE ONE WHi 


YE 
MY PARENTS GIVE ME 
TO THE DRAGONS. 





Crown of Horns 


WHAT THEY 
TRYING TO SHOW ME, 


~——ii- - 


Py WHERE'S 


WELL, IT’S A CINCH. 
WE CAN’T OA THING 
ABOUT IT FROM 
HERE. 





The Dungeon & The Parapet 


WHAT ARE WE 
OH, BONE, ONE. GOING TO PO? 





f Cw 


Crown of Horns 





1140 


The Dungeon & The Parapet 

















Crown of Horns 


VE NO ouawemors see! ( SURRENDER, 7 
LOYALTY TO THE Sou Les 
TYRANT TARSIL. 





YOUR LONG REIGN AS 
MASTERS OF THE VALLEY HAS 
COME TO AN END... 


/. 
Via 


OPEN THE GATES AND SURRENDER ... 

WE OFFER YOU 2 
ONE CHANCE TO LIVE ... eo | BEA OPPOSE US AND DIE / 
Nf, by ° 





a papa dort, 
Se My 


pe gles 
Naa Ke 





The Dungeon & The Parapet 


IF YOU WANT TO 
‘a Ls GET OUT YOUR 


WHY SHOULD WE ANSWER TO 
A MOB THAT GATHERS 
AT OUR DOORSTEP? 
iz 
Y 


[af 








Crown of Horns 


2 WARN YOU FOR THE LAST TIME... LAY DOWN YOUR FAMILY NO LONGER RULES HERE. 
s AND TAKE YOUR BLACK ARMY ANP LEAVE! 


WITH mf a v 
enon OIG 
. Yy a By bo Fy 


ig 





The Dungeon & The Parapet 











Crown of Horns 


We 


‘yy heed 
(eet 
is a 


_ a 





The Dungeon & The Parapet 


SET FIRE To THOSE 
~ BUILDINGS NZAR 
Ci _TWHE WALL! 





Crown of Horns 


ARCHERS FORWARD/ USE YOUR PIKES 
\ To PUSH BACK THEIR LAPDERS/ 


Gal 
A od 
ws 
cD ty 
Len 
ot 





The Dungeon & The Parapet 





HAS STARTED... 


© 
=< 
é 
% 
nw 
x 
3 
» 
g 


Crown of Horns 
I THINK THE WAR 
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The Dungeon & The Parapet 


CAN ive00y Tie NE? 
we pg fo GET Out 
Sey HERE! 





Crown of Horns 


OF COURSE 
HE DOES, LUNKHEAD, 
MOVE OVER! 
LET ME TALK IN 
TH HOLE... 


90 IS WAIT. 
FOR GRAN’MA BEN 
TO BUST US 
OUTTA HERE; 


Fone BONE! 





The Dungeon & The Parapet 


THAT’S RIGHT, AN’ HALF OF IT 
Y'KNOW WHAT? IS YOURS IF YOU GET ME 


KEEP OUR HEAVS. 


THERE SA WOE I FIGURED OUT 
WHE! 


RE THE 
TREASURE iS... 
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Crown of Horns 


IS It 
yOuR 
HEART? 


WHOA, WAIT A MINUTE, 

THE OLD HAIRY-NOSEP HEADMASTER 
US TO FORGET 

ABOUT THE CROWN OF HORNS ... 


IOPLE 
HE SAID IT PAMERING 


Ip 
WAS DANGEROUS! wets ro 
GET OUT ~~ 





The Dungeon & The Parapet 


of HERE COMES a. oe 
Le | NOTAER ONE!) 5 





Crown of Horns 





The Dungeon & The Parapet 








Crown of Horns 


NEN WITH ALL THE 


A voNnotexrect A But E 
DISCIPLES OF VENU FIGHTING 
AS ONE... ° 


US TO BOW POWN 
TO YOUR EXILE? GUEEN, 
BROTHER. 


: 
~~ UNDER THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES - 

WE ARE WITH YOU. 

‘ ca A 
LAC 

7 ‘ V 

: 


f 
/ 


eee DAM APRAIP THE ENEMY’S NUMBERS WILL 
ONERWHELM US. 


GME 
rk, 
we 7 
3 
e 
f 


( 
i 


dy 
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The Dungeon & The Parapet 





Wc 
er 


eZ AD \. NP 
4 (A AH ee fy 
\? vay | 
@: CES t fy 
LE 
a ZO 
ig 
ft ‘ 
{ =) ces 
a, 7 pe fA 

















Crown of Horns 


, ARE TRYING TO 
YOU DOING?! GET OUT. 





GRAB THIS 
We Can Puy IT 
YOUR DREAMS, YOU 
ae moe LOOSE, WERE INFECTED. . . 
OFF LIMITS! 


IF YOU SO MUCH AS 
TOUCH THE CROWN 
OF HORNS, IT 
COULD? SET OFF 
CHAIN REACTION! 


MY_ MOTHER WOULON’T 
HAVE TOLO ME TO FIN? IT 
IF IT WAS GOING TO 
KILL EVERYTHING. 


A 
CHAIN REACTION 
THAT WILL KILL 
EVERYTHING! 
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The Dungeon & The Parapet 


ABOUT? 
WHAT. KINGA 
CROWN? 








DOESN'T IT IT DOES MEAN THAT’ 
MEAN THAT? OFF, ‘ 


PROMISE ME YOU 
WON'T BO IT! 





Crown of Horns 


PROMISE ME 
PLEASE 











SSN 


SS 


Se ‘ 


ENS : 





The Dungeon & The Parapet 


LE £ WORK 
ON THE BARS UP 
HERE, YOU 
KNOCK THE 
CHAINS OFF. 





SOMETHING IS HAPPENING 
‘ON THE FAR SIDE OF 
THE COURTYARD - - 
MANY SOLDIERS ARE GATHERING. 


t MUST HIDE, 
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Crown of Horns 

















SISTER, f OVERHEARD 
THE SOLDIERS BEFORE 
THEY RAN AWAY- - 
THEY SAI? SOMETHING 
BAP HAP HAPPENED. . . 






; MZ § 
THORNS Not) \/" cure 
BREATHING! f° 

















The Dungeon & The Parapet 


BY THE ENEMY WHO POURED 
OVER THE PARAPET! 


_eTARSIL IS PEAP, "4 

KILLED BEFORE THE GATE 
A\_ INFRONT OF HIS OWN J 
PEOPLE. Z| 








Crown of Horns 





eee | 
LZ. 











The Dungeon & The Parapet 
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Crown of Horns 














IN 

Bie 
IANK , 

aD 









? 
NOTHING TO FEAR, YOUR HIGHNESS. youl TH 
JUST A SIMPLE VISION TO 


THE STARS YOU ARE SAFE. 
CHASE OFF OUR ENEMIES. 


IR MATESTY, 
ME, 
4 { TEACHER, WHERE 
IS MY _GRAND- 
CAUGHTER? ‘ish 


MERMIE! THANK 
G@OOPNESS! 


WHERE ARE THE 








The Dungeon & The Parapet 
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WE DIP IT! 


HEY! 





THEY’RE RUNNING 
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The Dungeon & The Parapet 


Sa 
THE RAT CREATURES AND THE PAWANS 
aw) ARE RETREATING! 


| ae TEACHER! YOUR PREAM VISIONS 
f FRIGHTENED OFF THE ENTIRE 
INVASION FORGE! 


» EVEN POWERFUL VISIONS. I PO NOT KNOW, BUT CLEARLY 
LIKE MERMIE’S CAN ONLY BE SEEN YOUR SISTER CALLED THEM 
BY SMALL GROUPS AT A TIME. BACK FOR A REASON. 
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Crown of Horns 


SOMETHING 1S HAPPENNG ME ricy-ne WER | WHAT IS IT. THORN? 
TO THE STARS... MME TUeNIN IT LOOKS UKE THE 
: REP. STARS ARE GOING Our. 


u . 
iP ! \ f 
: MF ¥ iy \ } ‘Y 
r\\) Vat IG A | 
vf 2p / <4 \ 
, 4 \ = 
= \ y - ll 
| q AU ah 
2 yi ‘7 if \ seh 
fai SI baa, Ly :- 
MEE | THEY'RE ONLY GOING . . y 
: OUuT FOR US. lay J 
? VA a 
is i 
F 1 











1172 


Chapter Two: Mim 








“iO aa 
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Crown of Horns 











SHE NURTURED 
THE PREAMING 
BY ENCIRCLING 
THE WORLD? 
AN? HOLOING 
HER TAIL 
IN HER 
MOUTH ... 


AS LONG AS MIM 
HELO HER TAIL IN THIS WAY, 
THERE WOULD BE BALANCE 

BETWEEN LIFE ANC PEATH, 
ANP GOOD AND ENIL... 
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Mim 


MIM WATCHED THE DREAMING WITH CARE, 
AND ALL CREATURES LIVED TOGETHER IN 
PEACE AND HARMONY. 


UNTIL ONE DAY, A SPIRIT KNOWN 
ONLY AS THE LOCUST 
BECAME UNHAPPY. 


THE LOCUST WAS A NIGHTMARE 
CREATURE WITHOUT SHAPE OR FORM 
WHO COULP EXIST ONLY 

IN THE SPIRIT WORLD. 
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POWERFUL MORTAL OF 
ALL - - MIM, QUEEN 


THE PREAM BECAME 
A NIGHTMARE 


ms” 


Crown of Horns 


TO SAVE THE WORLD, THE OTHER DRAGONS 
WERE FORCE? TO MOVE AGAINST HER. 


sa 6 "74 


ee oe TL 





ON AND ON THEY STRUG: 
WITH MANY VALIANT 
ORAGONS LOSING THEIR ING THI 
HVES... GRUEEN, AN? WERE FORCED 
p TO TAKE PESPERATE 
MEASURES. 
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THEY KNEW IT 
WOULD? BE THE END 





Ase Sas 


Taree 
LATER, THE LAND COOLED, 
AN? THE VALLEY WAS BORN. 


‘ ’ 7 
Be 





Chapter Three: Gaps 


‘aw, RAS: 
BAR?” 7 


5 
@ 


, 


Be 
lag 


i . 
Y ‘3 by LA 
AY (d "| il 
{ > y 
ty ‘ 71 
: 1 i‘ a : 


—_ / 1 


DON’T WORRY, PHONEY! 
THE RAT CREATURES 


DIP THEY RUN FAR?! 
ARROWS GO A LONG 
WAY, YOU KNOW, 
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Gaps 
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Crown of Horns 


THE ENEMY HASN’T WHAT ABOUT THE THEY RING 
GONE AWAY... GHOST CIRCLES? THE CITY 
THEY’VE GATHERED? COMPLETELY. 4 

INTO FOUR CAMPS. WE’RE 
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Gaps 





EVEN AROUND? 
THE CLIFFS? 


THERE (IS TOO MUCH LIFE 
IN THIS CITY. PRINCESS BRIAR 
DOES NOT HAVE THE STRENGTH 
TO SNUFF IT OUT... 


= FOR THAT, SHE 
WILL NEED HER MASTER, 
THE LOCUST. 





THERE ARE FOUR GAPS. 
ONE FOR BACH ARMY... 





OHMYGOSH, WE’RE TRAPPED! 
CAN THE GHOST CIRCLES 
HURT US? 


THE GHOST CIRCLES 
CAN COME NO NEARER 
FOR THE MOMENT. 


BRIAR MUST BE USING THE CIRCLES 
TO KEEP US FROM ESCAPING - - 
THE ONLY OPENINGS ARE DIRECTLY 


THE FIRST IS IN THE WEST, 
UNDER SINNER’S ROCK. THE OTHER THREE 


\ ARE SPACED OUT ACROSS THE PLAIN 


TO THE EASTERN MOUNTAINS. 
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PAST TE WAIT- « YES! 


GHOST CIRCLES - - 


Is THERE IS 
ANYTHING ELSE SOMETHING. . . 



























DON’T WE HAVE 

ENOUGH TROUBLE 
WITHOUT HIM STICKIN’ 
HIS NOSE IN?’ 


HE’S UP IN 
THE EASTERN 
FOOTHILLS ... 


WHAT'S HE 
DOING SNEAKIN’ 
AROUNP HERE? 












WE MAY NOT NEEO 
TO WORRY- - 














HE ATTACKED SEARCH BEYOND 








ROGUE TAIS A YOu AN? ROQUE JA... 
MOUNTAIN CREATURE, THORN < ~ YOU KNOW WHAT 
LI DON’T THINK SOUNDS LIKE I’M LOOKING 
HELL TAKE SIDES IN A HE PICKED? 





VALLEY CONFLICT. SIPES TO 
ME, 





SF 


MY SISTER IS DETERMINE? 
‘© DESTROY EVERYONE I LOVE. 
ESPECIALLY LUCIUS. 








AN? Z CAN’T STOP HER! YOU WANT ME? IF J COME OUT THERE, 
DEATH CAN'T STOP HER - - WILL YOU LEAVE EVERYONE ELSE ALONE?’ 


UNT D 
wit 


TAKE IT EASY, 


Ar” 


rey, Y YOUR HIGHNESS/ 
GRAN'MA. IVE SUST HAD A , 
Lucius WILL TROUBLING <j f 
BE OKAY. THOUGHT. =~ AGAINST THE GREAT 
<| + ( EMPTINESS OF THE 
HOUSE OF MIST, 


IF THE BALANCE EVER 


USE 
GHOST CIRCLES ‘id TIPPED TOO FAR ~ - 
TO CREATE FEAR. f 








Crown of Horns 


Se ui Wess. 


aN 





fr Se 


Gaps 





me 


ae 
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Crown of Horns 


WE’RE LUCKY THE Y 
penal WALLS DION’T 
7 COLLAPSE! 


I1’S MY GRANOPAUGHTER! 
ANYONE HURT WE NEED 
UP HERE? GET HER DOWN TO 
THE ARMORY! 


rN, 
HAVE E 
veres. JB) 
na 


NOW THAT YOU ARE IN 
CHARGE, THEY ARE AFRAIP 
THEY WILL LOSE THEIR 
PRIVILEGES - - 


MANY PRIVILEGES, AMONG 
THEM BONUS WAGES 
DURING BATTLE - - 
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WHAT?! 


TO THE VEPU HAVE TAKEN ( I THOUGHT THE 


VEOU 
WERE ON 
OUR SIDE! 











WE/VE TRIED, BUT THEY Y 
, WITHOUT THE TREASURE, 
DO NOT BELIEVE YOU - - YOU CAN'T BACK. 


TARSIL HID THE TREASURE \( YOUR PROMISES - - 
AND TOOK THE SECRET 
TO HIS GRAVE - - 


LO; 

ofr’ om 
ae 

pO 


eh gies a 


AS 
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SMILEY AN’ I KNOW ? . YEAH, CUZ! WHAT PLANET ARE 
WHERE THE TREASURE IS THIS IS IT! YOU ON, PHONEY? 
«+ ALL WE HAVE TO WE’RE NOT 
DO IS LOAG IT ON A CART AND GOING 
SNEAK IT OUT THROUGH ONE ? ANYWHERE! 
OF THE GAPS IN THE f 
GHOST CIRCLES! 





CMON, SMILEY! 
HE’S GONNA MEET 
US AT THE 
OKAY, WELL GET THE 
TREASURE ... YOU MEET US 
AT THE MAIN GATE IN 
THIRTY MINUTES! 





(7 Y 
MERMIE IS QUITE WHAT BO YOU YOUR SISTER iS USING 
> CONCERNED EXPECT OUR SPIRIT, THE GHOST CIRCLES 
ABOUT THE AMOUNT FROM THEM? TIPPING THE TO FORCE A BREACH 
OF FEAR THAT IS THE CITY’S BALANCE IN Q IN THE DREAMING - - 
BEING RAISED AMONG IN FLAMES - - THE ENEMY’S /. 
OUR PEOPLE. 











IMMEDIATELY, THE LOCUST 
WILL GET OUT AN? SEEK 
THE MORTAL FLESH 
OF A NEW HOST’ 
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YOU GO TO THE BAI 
AND GET THE HAYCART, 
THEN MEET 
BACK HERE! : 


















NG 


‘i BUT HE’S ONLY } 
ABABy! Ly» HM! SUS GET i 
A TH CARTS 


NO! HE’S A RAT \ 
CREATURE! 





Crown of Horns 





THORN, BABY, LOOK 
AT ME ~~ 
YES, GRAN’MA. 

I’M FINE! THE LOCUST 
HAS FOUND A NEW HOST, 
BUT IT ISNT 





THE GHOST CIRCLES HAVE TIPPED THE 
BALANCE OF THE DREAMING ENOUGH FOR 
THE LOCUST TO FREE HIMSELF - - AND 
HIS ORIGINAL HOST. 


HE FOUND A 
VENI-YAN-CARI 
FAR MORE 
POWERFUL 
THAN ME, 
MERMIE WAS 


I THOUGHT THE WHOLE 
DEAL WAS HE NEEVED 
YOU TO BE HiS HOST 
BECAUSE YOU'RE THE 
VENI-YAN-CARI. 








THE EARTHQUAKE WE 
FELT WAS THE CRUST 
OF THE EARTH BREAKING 
OPEN ~ - SPEWING GAS, 
DIRT, ANP LOcUSTS. 

I SAW IT IN 
A VISION. 


HOST WAS MIM... 
THE QUEEN WHO 


MAY WE BE 
BQUAL TO THE 
BURDE! 





RIGHT NOW THERE iS 
A SWARM OF LOCUSTS 
AS WIDE AS THE 
VALLEY HEADED THIS 
WAY, AND 

INSIDE IT... 








YOUR MASESTY- - IF IT IS 
MIM, AN? SHE IS UNDER THE 
LOCUST’S SPELL, EVERYTHING 
IN HER PATH WILL BE 
DESTROYED?! 
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Crown of Horns 





hy 


- afd , 
QW Y E 
i cae @ = a 
Ne EP 
\\ HOW MUCH IS r 
. DOWN THERE? 
Paka AN’ 
» x \ uP! 
aw 
a 





(Cweneaeousee \ | | WWH00 Hoo! 
— SK for: 


/ 











RIGHT! LET’S GET THE 
REST OF THIS BOOTY 
ON THE CART AND 
THE RICHEST BONE IN GET OUT 
BONEVILLE 
AGAIN! 


| = 
1 AGRAWAL LOOK! i 
| 


te comnts rousn | |i IR SOUND THE 
HORNS’ 

ERE THEY 

CONE! 
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Y\aaye 
// Bbide 
‘ jo C a 
5 i 
ages 


i aia 


\ 
& 





WE’RE 
Me PRACTICALLY 
~ -\ HOME FREE! 





1194 


Gaps 


HOW’? YOU GET 5 
IN THERE? WHAT’S WRONG 


CAN’T YOU SEE WITH yOu? 
STA WE'RE UNDER ATTACK? 


> ojo] O10 
Abd olojololo 
AS)? | 
oe ole 
aloleo)o 
ble Slolele ° 
gic ele lo 
al i} 
tal ae Oo, 4 | 
! 
































I DON’T CARE 
ABOUT THAT 
‘MORE! 


TWO DAYS AGO YOU 
WERE YELLING AT US 
TO LET YOU IN TO 
FINP YOUR MISSING 
HAYCART? 
















THIS 1S MY HAYCART! ; Wt, > wy cows, AND THEY'RE 
THESE ARE NY COWS, WN 6 MS 
Ze eee 





Crown of Horns 





=F \ 


y My’ 
mY 
wie Ny 
Ny 






Lh 





















ZU ARREST YOU, IF 
YOU PONT WATCH IT, 
TROUBLEMAKER! 


7, 

I's Ol DONT LET IT GET 
(kor! Ve —<_ AWAY. 
on ‘ a aay gee 

C= ; @ K R 6 = 


0 
AVE 


Va 








Gaps 
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Gaps 








- 
--IHAP NO 
CHOICE? PHONEY WANTS 

‘© GO HOME, AND 





Crown of Horns 


vo 

EI WAS SO CLOSE... 

I HAD THE TREASURE IN 
MY HANDS .... 






If POES SO 
BELONG TO ME! 
XE FOUND IT! 












FINPING IT 
DOESN’T MAKE 
It yours!’ 










2) 


FIT 
A WEREN’T FOR ME, 
B\. THAT TREASURE 


'Y ELSE 
VE FOUND IT! 
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] 
IT MATCHES 


MY PREAM! 


a 7 


+ 


you 
PROMISED ME! 
LA ii 





Y 


re 
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Crown of Horns 


MERMIE! WHICH WAY 
PIP THORN GO? 





RIGHT INTO THE BURNING TOWN! 
sue SUNVED!/ 





Gaps 






BO SOMETHING, GRAN’MA! 
THEY’RE GONNA GET AWAY! 











THE SOUTH TOWER IS UNPER 
HEAVY ATTACK - - MOST OF THE 
PEOPLE PEFENPING IT ARE 
SIMPLE FARMERS! 


Wea 


| oh wo! THERE THEY Go/ 





4 


ae 
“ ALL RIGHT ~ - 
I’M COMING! LET’S 
GO! 
s 
Zi _ 
4 
A 











Crown of Horns 
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Chapter Four: Escape from the City 


DON’T WORRY, 
FONE BONE, 
WE'LL FINP HER, 


ers 
SHE HAS TO BE SOMEWHERE ¥ YEAH, YOU/RE RIGHT. 
IN THE VILLAGE, SHE if THE RAT CREATURES CONTROL 
GET PAST a ALL THE GAPS IN THE BARRIER, 
GHOST CIRCLES, RIGHT? 2 ESCAPE’S IMPOSSIBLE. 


so 
CAREFUL - - IF WE STEP 
IN THE WRONG PLA 
WE'LL DISAPPEAR IN A PUFF 
OF SM 
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PID YOU SEE THAT?! 
THORN RAN INTO 
A GHOST CIRCLE! 


SPREAD OUT AND SEARCH 


THE AREA! THERE COULD BE 


MORE SURVIVORS! 


Crown of Horns 





Escape from the City 


Y 
I DON’T KNOW. MAYBE SHE IS ALIVE 
SHE MIGHT BE GOING 
ABLE TO 
SURVIVE IN A 


NOW GET BACK TO GAMP 
BEFORE YOU ALL GET EVAPORATE?! 


Y HEY! THOSE RATS HAVE 
TO GO THROUGH 
ONE OF THE GAPS TO IF THORN PIP SURVIVE, 
REACH THEIR CAMP. L SHE’S NOT GONNA SHAKE US 
THAT EASY... 


: COME ON! 
L/NE GOT AN IDEA! 
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Crown of Horns 









Ee hy 
a ee aN W! 
Ss. 
~ >. WAR ~\ | 
SS ~~~ Sss i 
Soe 









MY FAMILY ANP F WERE REFUGEES: 
TRAPPED INSIPE THE VILLAGE WHEN ZZ 
THE Gi CIRCLES APPEARED ... 





1208 


Escape from the City 


T AM TRYING TO REACH 
TANEN GARP AND FINO 
THE CROWN OF HORNS. 


YOU CAN BRING 
US PACK TO. 
LIFE? 
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ONCE I TOUCH THAT 


SACRED OBJECT, 


IT1S THE LOCUSTS 
HE KNOWS YOU 
ARE HERES 








Crown of Horns 


3 oe 
THE SKY 
iS ON 
FIRE? % 
Of” & 
- * 3 <2 
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Escape from the City 


COMPANY C/ REPORTS WE SAW A LONE FEMALE, 
BPO YOU HAVE ANY BUT SHE WAS KILLED 
PRISONERS? WHEN SHE STEPPED 
INTO A CIRCLE, 


MARCHING ORDERS - - 

YOU'RE GOING TO 

SINNER’S ROCK TO 
REINFORCE THE ATTACK 
ON THE SOUTHERN GATE. 


WHEW! WE MAPE IT. GOOP JOB, BARTLEBY! 
WE'RE IN THE NOW HEA? FOR 
THE MOUNTAINS... 


AND WE’RE 
THROUGH 
THE 





Crown of Horns 


HEY! WATCH WHERE HOW AM SUPPOSED 

YOWRE GOING ~~ TO KNOW WHERE THEY 
THERE’RE GHOST CIRCLES ARE? THEY’RE 
AROUND? HERE SOMEWHERE! INVISIBLE? 


Sava hs AB ge. 


FONE BONE! HOW PIP YOU 
ANP BARTLEBY GET OUT OF 
THE CITY? 





Escape from the City 


DO YOU SEE THAT 
STORM? INSIDE IS THE 
LOCUST IN THE FORM OF MIM, 
THE GREAT QUEEN OF 
THE Aged 

‘s 


COMING THIS WAY! 








WE HAVE TO REACH 
TANEN GARD AND FINO THE 
CROWN OF HORNS BEFORE BUT IT TOOK 
THAT STORM GETS HERE! .r US TWO PAYS TO 
WALK HERE FROM 
TANEN GARD ~~ 
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Crown of Horns 


QUEEN ROSE? 
THANK THE STA\ Y 
YOUVE COME! 


‘ 


SG 
\ A] 


EVERYONE BEHIND ME YOUR MASESTY - -? ARE YOU KIDDING? 
ANP GET READY TO OPEN ARE YOU SURE WE CAN SHE CAN FIGHT 
THE GATE ON MY FIGHT THEM WITH THIS SINGLEHANDEDP IF 
GOMMAND? os GROUP OF FARMERS? SHE WANTS/ 





Escape from the City 


Ly 
NT , 
x ING IT. HAT ARE 
| ATLEAST DOING HERE, 
SURPRISE IS PHONEY 
UR SIOF BONE? 
X 
| SS Y 
N to N 
WT | Sent 
ML 
j : THE 
(\ x 
Sap, time he 
YOU MEN BEHIND ME f 
THE 
ARMED SOLDIERS 
‘© RUSH IN! 


oe 
V) : 
ee: MA 
| es . 








Crown of Horns 





Escape from ithe City 


ANC: 














iD 


‘ SHINE 
& 


: Js - 
> OY 
‘ NA 

a 


‘ 
\ 
an 











riN 4 
h Cs Yorn 


OK I e 











oi 
AR pax 


See) 
cS 
eo Se - 


RUN BACK 0 ae eecele 
0 CO, 
i Heat Time! 


AP ag? 


Crown of Horns 


BREAK THOSE 
= -[ LAPVERS INTO PIECES 
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Escape from the City 


WOULD YOu y NOT FAR FROM WHERE WE 
UKE TO GO HOME NOW, ) ARE STANDING IS THE ENTRANCE TO 
PHONCIBLE P. BONE? A SECRET TUNNEL THAT WILL TAKE 
, YOU PAST THE GHOST CIRCLES 
ANP UP TO THE MOUNTAINS .. . 
YOU CAN LEAVE FOR BONEVILLE, 


(THE TUNNEL IS REAL. IF YOU 
WANT TO GO, ANSWER QUICKLY. 








Crown of Horns 





THIS ESCAPE TUNNEL ONCE 
BELONGED TO THE ROYAL FAMILY, 
THE ORIGINAL ENTRANCE WAS 
DESTROYED LONG AGO. 











WHERE ARE 
WE 
GOING? 
A 





Escape from the City 





STOP WORRYING. 
THIS TRENCH HAS TO 
FEED INTO THE 
BURIAL GROUN? GORGE 
SOMEWHERE, 


XN ae : oy ‘ 


YOUR FRIENP IS: 
CURLEP? UP IN THE 





Crown of Horns 
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Escape from the City 


\ 


We Ne TO ’ I’M NOT AFRAID’ 
SNEAK PAST HIM, ' YOU GONNA BE oi AN ae seer Ore 
OKAY, BARTLEBY? ANYTHING ~ ~ 
TEEN 7 f 
Wh \\\ i, , b 
VW corr 
a f 


“LL GO ONE AT A TIME, 
AREFUL NOT TO TOUCH 
HIS WHISKERS! 
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Crown of Horns 


Lg oe 
fay 


zt Ds, 

SEN 
vf 

Reh ys 





Escape from the City 





Crown of Horns 


YES! JUST BEYOND THOSE 
PEAKS IS THE BOTTOMLESS 
PIT OF TANEN GARD - - 
THE DRAGONS’ SACRED 
BURIAL GROUND. 


yom 
Cae ~ 
« ee 
Ab Todaisty | p ONS 
At NY Mi act 


Ay tly AVE lef 
LA Salas Site 
Hn Mh 


TO GET PAST THE 
ARMY, T’LL NEED 
A AASTRACTION - - 





Escape from the City 


OKAY, THEN. YOU ANP BARTLEBY 
WORK YOUR WAY ALONG THESE 
ROCKS .... 


WHILE THEY’RE 
LOOKING AT you, 
TLL SLIP INTO THEIR 
CAMP, 
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++. TRY TO GET AS CLOSE TO THE ARMY 

AS YOU CAN, THEN MAKE SOME NOISE! 
LEAP AS MANY AS POSSIBLE 
INTO THE MOUNTAINS. 









~ . Vapi dd 
eect 








GO - ~ BEFORE YOU HAVE 
TIME TO THINK! 


Crown of Horns 


AN? WE'LL BE STUCK 
RUNNING AROUND THE STAY BEHINC 
MOUNTAINS WITH AN 





THORNS WALKING 
OUT To MEET THEM 
HERD ON: 


eg 


slo abe ech : 





Escape from the City 


c 
52 
Be 
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ae 
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Crown of Horns 








tpt, paw, +e 


a wera -A eb 
Fone SN 


ya 
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Escape from the Ciiy 


ey 


QMX half 
ALY 
4 aX 6 
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fp 
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AIP YOU SEE THAT?! 


FI 





SHE CAN’T 9O THAT TO ME! 


COME ON! WE'RE GOING 
IN AFTER HER!! 


Escape from the City 








7) [swe evew ro tHE 
PRAGONS’ GRAVEYARD 
WITHOUT ME // 





BONE! 


THEYRE 
COMING! 





PIECE OF GOLP TO THE ONE 
WHO KILLS THE BONE CREATURE! 
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Crown of Horns 


THAT? IT’S 
BRIMSTONE, 


THERE ARE PRAGONS 
EVERY WHERE’ 


IT’S TOO 
DANGEROUS! 
THE PRAGONS 
WILL Ki-- US’ 


IT’S OKAY. WAIT HERE 
FOR ME... 








Escape from the City 
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Chapier Five: Chamber of Horns 


‘Ou! 


£ ING BETTER THAN -. | | % 
Om BAKING THEM & QUICHE? Seu lag eRe SN oe 
= SHORTAGE, 





Crown of Horns 


I HAD THIS IDEA THAT ALL WE HAVE TO DO IS FEED OUR TWO 
lf THE RAT CREATURES GAPTIVE RAT CREATURES PLENTY OF 
BELIEVE WE CAN HOT, PELICIOUS QUICHE, AN? THEN 
OUTLAST A SIEGE, 
THEY’ GIVE UP? 





CHOW TIME, 
INGARGERATES? 


NO SE 
SAVORY PLEASURES 
u 




















Chamber of Horns 














BUT COMRADE, I'M 
STARVING! OUR ARMY 


EATEN SINCE THE GHOST 
CIRCLES APPEARED! 


OKAY! S GWE UP! YES! YES” 


GIVE US THE QUICHE // 
WERE STARVING-~ a 
WS, 























IT’S YOUR > is 
FAVORITE! ° \| : 
CUSTARD re 
PIE WITH c: 
CHEESE AND , 
BACON! 
1 ¥ e 
»S ie 6 2 | ; 
. 2 fh 
(2 GC) ‘4 
si %, ¢ vAh 
= Xe “SEB 
YY Col Se fess, 
14 ie 4 oad 
= ae ee J 
ae 
} : NO, COMRADE! 
d BE STRONG! 
ys (Ru 
roe Be : 




















OH, WELL! WE CERTAINLY 
HAVE A LOT OF FOOD 

HERE, DON’T WE, TEACH? 
ALOT OF FOOP... _) 














NASTER! COME 
RIGHT AWAY. 


A GREAT CLOUD 
FILLS THE SKY, AND 
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WHAT? BUT SHE JUST NO ONE SAW THE 
ARGE OUT OF EEN RE-ENTER 
re oo THE GATE? 


ITH GATE ~ ~ 
SHE WAS WITH MERMIE? 














Aes 
ASS 
PT, 
WE 


J] 
CAPTAIN, HAVE YOUR 

MEN SWEEP THE CITY. afl, 

WiLL GO TO \ eet 

THE GATE, —| J 

al) y. 
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Chamber of Horns 


THE ROAG TO THE LEFT 
TO THE MOUNTAINS, 
ANP EVENTUALLY BACK TO 


TO SINNER’S ROCK... 
AND MY SISTER, 
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WITH ANY LUCK, 
LUCIUS AND THE 
VENI-YAN WARRIORS 
WILE MEET US 
THERE... 





SINCE WE CANT STOP 
THAT STORM CLOUD 
OF LOCUSTS, OUR 
ONLY HOPE IS TO 
SLIP BEHIND ENEMY 
LINES AND ATTACK 
MY SISTER BRIAR 
FROM THE REAR. .. 


YOU THINK THIS IS A GAME, PHONEY? 
YOU HAVE NO IDEA WHAT THE CROWN 
OF HORNS IS - - OR WHERE IT IS, 
BUT ON A HUNCH, YOU SENT THORN 
SEARCHING FOR IT IN THE DRAGONS’ 
BURIAL GROUNDS! 


YOU'VE SENT MY 
GRANPDAUGHTER 
AN? YOUR 
COUSIN 


o 
THEIR POOM. 


Crown of Horns 





YEAH, BUT WHY RISK OUR LIVES? 
FONE BONE AND THORN ARE LOOKING 
FOR THE GROWN OF HORNS... ALL 
THEY GOTTA DO IS TOUCH IT AND 
THE EVIL LOCUST-THINGIE PIES ... 


-- OR GETS 
SUCKE®P INTO ITS: 
OWN PIMENSION 


OR 
WHATENER, 


IT WAS AN 


NO ONE HAS EVER 
EPUGA TED 


PENETRATE? THE 
GUESS SULFUR PITS 
BASE? ON OF TANEN GARD AND 


SOUND LUNE? - - THE DRAGONS 
PRINCIPLES: m KIGL ALL 
OF WEALTH 





THAT’S WHY YOU’RE 
GOING TO HELP ME STOP 
MY SISTER, IF IT KILLS. 
YOU DOING IT. 






Chamber of Horns 








Crown of Horns 

















Chamber of Horns 
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Crown of Horns 
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Chamber of Horns 
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Crown of Horns 

















Chamber of Horns 


ALL RIGHT, THIS IS 
THE EXIT TO SINNER’S: 
ROCK, SO BE 


CAREFUL. 











YOU MUST WONGER HOW I 90 IT... 
HOW I OUTSMART YOU AGAIN AN? AGAIN... 


AN 








Crown of Horns 












EVER SINCE I WAS A LITTLE GIRL 
T COULD HEAR THE LOCUST WHISPERING TO ME 


IT’S LIKE BEING THE SMARTEST 
PERSON IN ALL THE WORL? 


INSIDE MY HEAD... . 
00 YOU KNOW WHAT THAT'S LIKE... 7 





AND YES, T KNOW WHAT YOUR PRECIOUS 
GRANDDAUGHTER IS UP TO.... 
BUT SHE WILL NEVER REACH THE CROWN OF HORNS 
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Chamber of Horns 











Crown of Horns 
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Chamber of Horns 





NWT) by Gu 





Crown of Horns 
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Chamber of Horns 











LI HAVE TO WAIT FOR 
‘THE WATER LEVEL 
TO RISE - - 


THEYRE 
CROSSING 
TO THE OTHER 
SIDE! 








Crown of Horns 


OMYGOSH? 
THEYRE 
GOING AFTER 
THORN! 














Chamber of Horns 
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Crown of Horns 
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Chamber of Horns 


L HAVE TO 
TOUCH THE 
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Crown of Horns 
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Chamber of Horns 
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Crown of Horns 
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Chamber of Horns 
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Crown of Horns 
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Chamber of Horns 
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Crown of Horns 
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Chamber of Horns 
















THE WAbL IS THE 
CROWN OF HORNS? 
THAT'S NOT WHAT 
L PIOTURED. 





ix 
‘ 
iy (t 


T/L TOUCH IT. 
I HAVE THE LOCUST 
INSIPE ME, TOO. 
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Crown of Horns 


NOTHING 
YAPANE Dg 


° INSIPE THE GHOST CIRCLE | 
TOGETHER I TOOK THE 





Chamber of Horns 











) ar 
Ly 


Eh. 7 sy VAY), 
NAR IP, aM | 
a = Lipp Gp) Cn UY" ah 
Cl i y Va x fh Ap 
| GAPS Ol; 
SSE AD aKa) [| ge We 
bE ah : 











Chamber of Horns 








Crown of Horns 


hc! 
GWEN FARR! 


<j 
I CANT! 
WE HAVE TO KILL IT 
WHILE IT’S STILL 
INSIDE ME? 
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Chamber of Horns 


WHAT ARE 
YOU BOING?! 
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Crown of Horns 





Chamber of Horns 
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Crown of Horns 
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Chamber of Horns 
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Crown of Horns 
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Chamber of Horns 





Crown of Horns 


THE STORM 
cLour 
IS BREAKING 
up? 








Chamber of Horns 
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Crown of Horns 








WHERE ARE THE .,~ 
RAT CREATURES? 35 S 





















WwW 
IT’S THE DRAGONS! 
THEY’RE COMING FROM 
AbL PIRECTIONS! 
THAT’S WHY THE 
RAT CREATURES LEFT! 


HOW MANY DRAGONS 
DIO WE WAKE UP? 










HURRY, FONE BONE. 
I’M STARTING TO 
GET SCARED. 








Chamber of Horns 


v4 
NOW YOU'RE STARTING 
ri ET SCARED? 
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Crown of Horns 


NO... 

THE PRAGONS 
i WILL KILL 
Seer 





NO! THORN, 
WAKE UP! 





Chamber of Horns 


THE OTHER DRAGONS 
ARE BLIND WITH RAGE... 





Crown of Horns 








aa 


| WERE THEY 
< wart 





Chamber of Horns 


FASTER THAN 
THAT: 


BARTLEBY! GET AWAY? 
WE WOKE THE 





Crown of Horns 








Chapter Six. Homecoming 


THE RAT CREATURES 
ARE RE-GROUPING 





BUT THE LOCUSTS 
ARE DEAD. WHAT’S 
MOVING IT? 


NERY Big. J 
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Crown of Horns 


SOMETHING BIG ... 2? THORN WARNE? ME THAT MIM? THE MAD G.UBEN OF 
THE LOCUST WAS SENDING MIM AGAINST US. THE 


PRAGONS?! 
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: ——— YOUR MASESTY!/ 
RAT CREATURES V cunteRe 
ARE ASCENDING /- ° ns 


WE NORTH 9“ ope & 


SLore / AN 


. AW ‘ 



















PLC ENERIONE MOVE |” 
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Homecoming 
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Crown of Horns 


TAK YOUR HIGHNESS! (7 = 
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Homecoming 


@RAN’MA’S UP ON SINNER’S ROCK, 
COULP USE SOME HELP. 
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Crown of Horns 
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Homecoming 





Crown of Horns 
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Crown of Horns 





Homecoming 



















ARE YA TAKIN’ A BREAK - - 4 4 
WHERE’S THE ENEMY? WHERE’S ine 4 
THE RAT CREATURES? \ 





TYPICAL. HOGGIN’ ALL 
THE GLORY FOR 
YOURSELF? 
WELL, I’M STILL A 
HERO, yOu oor 





Crown of Horns 


. SOMETHING IS 
‘ WRONG WITH Z 
| GRAN’MA BEN-- ; 
WY s} 
ms 1 
ec 
ey * x 
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Eitan 
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Homecoming 








«+. OUR LITTLE THORN 
IS BEING CROWNEP 
QUEEN OF THE VALLEY? 














f len’ 


Crown of Horns 


AND HER LEG IS HEALING 
NICELY, JUST LIKE YOUR EYE. 


TRIP TO BARRELHAVEN 
TO THINK ABOUT IT. 





Homecoming 


I DON’T WANNA WAIT“TIL WE GET 
TO BARRELHAVEN, SMILEY. 
THORN ASKED HIM TO STAY 
ANP I WANNA KNOW NOW! 


NOW, IN A COUPLE OF DAYS WE’RE 
GONNA GO WITH THORN AND 
GRAN’MA BEN TO LAY LUCIUS TO 
REST 





PHONCIBLE P. BONE, YOU ARE 
GOING TO SUPPORT YOUR COUSIN 
NO MATTER WHAT DECISION HE 
MAKES BECAUSE YOU 


ALL RIGHT. I GuESS | HUNDRED PERCENT, 
WHATEVER ‘YOU WANT : 
WILL BE OKAY WITH 





Crown of Horns 


C’/MON, PHONEY, 
CHEER UP? IT’S 
A BEAUTIFUL MORNING. 


THANK YOU FOR 
DOING THIS, 
DEAR. 


IGUT YOU A NEW 


r 
PRAYER STONE! IT WiLL BRING 
THE BLE: 


BLESSING OF THE DRAGONS 
UPON YOUR JOURNEY! 





Homecoming 


THANK YOU! MR. BONE! IT HAVE 
TLL BRING YOU BEGUN A NEW CARVING 
OF YOU AND BARTLEBY! 


EVERYTHING WILL 
FINE. MERMIE AN? I 
WILL SEE 


IT SHOWS HOW YOU 
HELPE? SISTER THORN 


FINISHED By THE TIME 
YOU GET BACK. 








Crown of Horns 





YOUR HAYCART. WE’VE BEEN 
HOLDING IT FOR YOU. 





WOUL? YOU LIKE TO TAKE 
YOUR HAYCART? 






i EXCUSE ME! SIR PHONCIBLE, 
. 


Ny 


i 


reese Sas 


SLI 













WHY, YES, T WOULP LIKE 

TO TAKE IT. THANK YOU! 

GOOD-BYE, EVERYONE! 
GOOD-BYE! 


} 
EN 
Poe AS 

is XN 






IS THIS THE SAME 
HAYCART THAT GOT 


KNOCKED 
IN THE STREET- - ? 









Homecoming 
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. 1S HERE. 


HAY... 


MY.» 


GOTTA MAKE SURE ALL 


AH, YES, HERE WE ARE... 


== 


hie 
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I PON’T BELIEVE IT. 
DIGGETY-D06. 
WHAT A BEAUTIFUL 


Hor 


SS 


N . 
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DAY FOR 
“TRAVELING: 
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Crown of Horns 
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Homecoming 


PHONEY, GRAN’MA BEN HAS 
OF FRIENDS AT OL? MAN’S 
AN? LUCIUS WAS A HERO... 


a 


vi 


DIP YOU SEE THAT? 
THAT WAS A FLAKE, 
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Crown of Horns 


E UNDERSTAND THAT ZI HAVE 
YOU TO THANK... 
YOUR MAJESTY. 


I WAS INSIDE A GHOST 
BEGIEVE IT? CIRCLE, BUT THEN ONE DAY 
HE WAS WAITING I WOKE UP FROM A DEEP 
SLEEP ANP IT WAS GONE! 


AND THAT GOES FOR YOU,TOO, 
LITTLE MASTER BONE. 


OUT TO MEET YOU IS 
BECAUSE A COUPLE OF 
MANGY RAT CREATURES 


HAVE BEEN SP 
SCROUNGING AROUND, 





Homecoming 





ENERYTHING’S READY. 
SUPPOSE WE SHOULD? GET 
HIM IN THE GROUNP. 





Crown of Horns 
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Homecoming 





MISS THORN - - T MEAN, YOUR 
HIGHNESS. YOU SAVED MY 
FAMILY FROM THE 
RAT CREATURES 





IKE YOU TO HAVE THIS. I WOKE UP IN A GHOST CIRCLE. 
SPECIAL GRAIN, HARDY THANKS TO YOU, IM AROUND TO / 
NP? STRONG. age [3 Y CORN. 
IT WOULD PLEASE ME 
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Crown of Horns 






HOW IS SHE 


RESPONSIBILITIES 
AS MONARCH? 


SHE’S GOING TO 







THE ONLY PROBLEM IS WE CAN’T 
FIND THE CITY’S TREASURE THAT 
TARSIL HIP. BUT WELL HAVE TO - - 
WE CAN’T RUN THE KING?OM 
WITHOUT IT. 

















IT’S COLD AN’ SMELLS: 


LIKE IT’S GONNA SNOW, 
C/MON, WE GOTTA 


Homecoming 


= 
YOU KNOW, ROSE, YOU CAN OH, YOU/VE BOTH DONE A WONDERFUL 
STAY HERE, EUCLID AND I HAVE OB, WENPELL! LUCIUS WOULD BE PROUD, 
BEEN WORKING PRETTY HARD TO l BUT I’? LIKE TO SPENO A LITTLE 
REBUILD THIS PLACE, AND THE TIME AT THE OLD HOUSE BEFORE 
NORTH pErkOoNe ARE THORN AN? I GO BACK TO 
INI . ae 





ME, TOO! L HE’S STILL 
CAN’T WAIT TO WORRIED WE’RE 
’ . GONNA GET 
SNOWE?P IN FOR 
THE WINTER. 














Crown of Horns 
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Chapter Seven: Solstice 


OF COURSE WE DO, hi BOY, IS THAT 
SMILEY’ BRINGING A REDIEFS 
AN EVERGREEN INTO 
THE HOUSE ON THE 
CELEBRATE SHORTEST, DARKEST 
TH’ WINTER DAY OF WINTER 


SOLSTICE?! IS A VERY 
OLP TRADITION! 
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Crown of Horns 


now 20 you S04 
ELEBRAT! 
SOLSTICE IN 
BACK IN BONEMLLE?? 


PAFFERENT REASONS ... 
DIFFERENT NAMES... 


C’MON! 
LET’S PLAY 


SOME 
INSTRUMENTS! 
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Solstice 


See 
HEY, BONE? === - 
WHERE YOU 
GOIN’? T/LL BE RIGHT 
BACK, 
, Lf @RANMAL 
‘ ois] 3 
| 
A * 2 
| , 


C/MON OUT! 
ZL KNOW YOU/RE 
AROUND HERE 
SOMEWHERE! 





TASTE INSTANT, 
BLOODY DEATH, §//7 
SMALL MAMMAL ! 








Crown of Horns 


NOT THIS TIME, 


GUYS! 
TOPAY IS PIFFERENT! 


TAI (A 


WHY QUESTION 
iv? 


y 
a \, i’S SUST SOME 
STA LL, RITUAL TH’ HUMANS 
“i GO THROUGH 
U 2 3 
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SUPPOSE THAT WAS 
i) TK. ALL ABOUT? 
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Chapter Eight: River Crossing 
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Crown of Horns 


TIME’S UP, FONE BONE! ( WEL 
ARE YOU STAYIN’ OR COMIN’ te Ne TUM Ne 
SN? y 





we “Kear as Tas 


i 





NOW, I PON’T WANT TO SWAY YOU, BUT WHAT? Nor , 
WHEN Z GET HOME TO BONEVILLE, ' I’M TUST SA 
3’ GOIN’ TO CORN POG HUT™. PIREAINCACOUP*?" 
TEMPT 


Te 
FONE BONE WITH 
BONEVILLE 
DELICACIES? 





HEY, GUYS. 
I APPRECIATE EVERYONE’S 
HELP, BUT I'VE ALREADY 
MADE UP MY MIN? .. 





IF HE RULES THE 
KINGDOM, HELE HAVE 


POWER! 
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River Crossing 


£ WANT TO GO 
BACK TO 
BONEVILLE. 





YOU DON’T HAVE TO EXPLAIN, 
FONE BONE. I KNOW HOW 
MUCH YOU LOVE YOUR 
COUSINS. 


BESIVES, I KIN? OF GUESSED YOU 
WERE LEAVING WHEN YOU PACKED? 
YOUR BAG THIS MORNING. 










YOU KNOW WHATEVER 
YOU DECIDE IS OKA) 
WITH ME. 
A 
Ey 7 l ’ 


(>~() 





Y HITCH OL” BESSIE UP, WE'LL RIDE 
WITH YOU TO THE PASS, 


—— 


Crown of Horns 





KEEP SHARP, BACK THERE! 


US ALL OVER THE 
FALLS IF YOU’RE NOT 
CAREFU 


iL! 


WATCH iT, WILL YA? 
@ SPECIAL 


“SUPPLIES “ARE IN 
THESE CHESTS! / 
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River Crossing 


THINK YOU CAN _{ SORRY, MAN, 

HANDLE IT FROM / ~ THE CART HIT 
HERE? A 

3 SOMETHING. 


HEY-- I JUST SAW ¢ 


SOMETHING MOVE 
UNDER THE TREES! 


7551! GUYS! 


OUT THE SPEARS! 








Crown of Horns 





River Crossing 





THIS IS IT, BART! 
WE’RE ON OUR WAY 
TO YOUR NEW 
HOME,’ 





HATE TO RUN, YOU CRAZY CRACKERS, 
BUT I/VE GOT AN EMPIRE TO REBUILD! 
HERO’S WELCOMES, TICKERTAPE 
PARADES = - THAT KIN? OF 
sTurF! 


WELL, DRAGON, I GUESS 
TLL SEE YOU AROUND... 






Crown of Horns 


GOOD-BYE, 
GRAN’MA BEN. 
THANK YOU FOR 
EVERYTHING, 


( TRAVEL AT NIGHT, FONE BONE, KEEP THE 


SUNSET ON YOUR LEFT, NORTH STAR ON 
YOUR RIGHT. YOU'LL FIND YOUR WAY. 


FOR THE 
HELP, KID. 





I PACKED YOU A LITTLE 
BASKET OF BISCUITS AND HONEY. 
I SAVEP IT UNTIL NOW 
ISE ... L WAS HOPING 
YOU'D CHANGE YOUR 
MIND, 






River Crossing 


SO MUCH HAS CHANGE? SINCE ... BUT NOT EVERYTHING 
CHANGES. R ME EN 
YOURE BACK iN BONEVILLE, 


ob, = -- -TULNEVER 
FORGET YOU, THORN. 


DON’T WORRY ABOUT US, 
GRAN’MA! WE HAVE 
MORE SUPPLIES: 


ENER IMAGINE! 





Crown of Horns 


y~ he 
OH, YEAH, WE/RE LOADED. WE/VE WE'VE GOT PLENTY OF THOSE 
GOT FOUR TREASURE CHESTS FULL STUFFED BREAD-THINGIES! THERE 
OF THOSE HARP, STALE ALMOST WASN’T ROOM IN THE CART, 
BREAD-THINGIES’ BUT GRAN‘’MA HELPED EMPTY OUT 


THE TREASURE CHESTS - ~ 


2, enero our 
THE TREASURE?! 





- - AND REFILLED THEM WITH 
ENOUGH BREAD-THINGIES TO LAST 
ALL THE WAY ACROSS THE 
DESERT! 










ano on tHaT NOTE... | [( GOOD-BYE, BONES! HAVE A aire 
GIPVIYUP er SOURNZY, 
ry 





River Crossing 
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OL a. 





Crown of Horns 


GIMME A GOLD 
COIN FIRST. 


I DON’T EVEN 
HIKE HARP, 
STUFFE? BREAD- 
THINGIES. 
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